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HE RUSSIAN DEMANDS. 
————— 

Now that Russia has obtained her final 
payment from China for her asi 
in turning the Japaness out 
Liaotung Peninsula, it is interesting to 
look back and seo how exactly hor 
demands were indicated in the two 
secret documents which we were enabled 
to publish to the incredulous world in 
1896. It.was a little more than 
two years ago that we published the 
secret treaty betweon China and Russia, 
though a year before that we mentioned 
that Wang Chib-chun had made » 
secret treaty with Russia when - he 
weut to St. Petersburg tu congratu- 
late the Czar on his accession; while 
later in 1895 a well-informed corres- 
pondent at Hongkong seut a telegram 
confirming our information to the Lon- 
dou Times. All these statements, abso- 
lutely true as they were, were ridiculed 
athome, Russia formally devied them, 
and that was enough for the British 
Foreign Office and the semi-official 
Press. Populus vult decipi, et decipiatur. 
‘at detailed statement of 
Russia's intentions was published by us 
on the 8rd of March, 1896, in Shang- 
hai, and by the Times in London on 
the same morning, but the Times, while 
publishing it, sneered at it as showing 
“that the inventors of current reports 
have more imagination than know- 
ledge.” Even well-informed people hero 
who misdoubted Russia only accepted it 
as being a sketch of what Count Cassini 
would like to get China to agree to. 
The following is a summary of the 











544 | terme of this “secret treaty,” whose 


existence was so emphatically denied 
by Russia, though our informant had 
seen the actual document, endorsed 
with the word “Approved” by the 





members of the Ministry of War at 
Peking :— 

1.—An offensive and defensive al- 
liance, allowing Russia full uso of 
Chineto harbours and arsenals; with 











25) liborty to buy horses and engage coolies. 


If the other Powers remonstrate, China 








2.—China offers Russia, Port Arthur, 
Kiaochou, or any harbour in Kiangeu 
or Chékiang, and provides the Russian 
ships with Chinese lingu 

3.—When China is in. difficulties, 











*| Russia will come to her assistance, 


4—Russian officers to have free 
movement in Manchuria, 

5.—Russia may continue the Siberian 
Railway to Talionwan or some other 
convenient point, giving China the right 
to purchase after fifteen years. 

6.—Russia may fortify the island at 
Talienwan to protect the railway ter- 
minus, 

7.—Russia may erect forts in China 
south of Viadivostock to protect the 
Siberian railway, 

8.—Russia may march troops to 
Cores across the Yalu river, 

9—China gives every facility to 
n commerce by the Siberian rail- 








Rass 








10.—Russia londs officers to drill 
Chinese troops in Mauchuria, Chihli, 
Shantung, Shavsi, Shensi, aud Kansu, 


Publicists at home wore especially 
amused by the provision that China 
should supply Russian men-of-war with 
interpreters, though as a matter-of-fact 
they were actually on board some of 
the ships when the treaty was publish- 
ed. It was regarded too as a “ most 
wysterious stipulation” that Russia 
might march troops into Corea 
the Yalu, though nothing cou! y 
bo less mysterious. ‘There is nothing 
in this treaty that has not been 
or will not be carried out, except 
Russia's promise to come to China's 
assistance when she is in difficulties, in 
accordance with which Russia ought 
to have interfered: with the German 
seizure of Kinochou Bay. It has been 
argued that Russia’s acquiescence in 
this seizure is 8 proof that China had uot 
already ceded the Bay to Russia; but 
really Kiaoclou Bay was only one of 
several harbours put at Russia's dis- 
poral, aud the Russian Admirals had 
reported on it unfavourably. 

The secret treaty took a definite 
@ in the Cassini Conventiou, a 
translation of which we published on 
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vention was offi denied ‘an 
culed, but “uiofficiatly it ‘wes *t 
with more “respect,” tllougli. tllere ‘are 
still some who are obstinatély unwilling 
to own that they made a mistake ‘in 
proclaiming it to be a myth, When 
we publistied-it; we “summarised it as 











'« document speaks for itself and 
Russia all's! pres 

Tt gives her the arry her 
‘Tentisibeviau railway. to: Kirin -in> two 
directions, from some station in Siberia 
to the west of Kirin, and from 
Viadivoatock, It provides that’ China 
niay apply ‘to Russia’ to“bnild 'a-con- 
tinnation’ from" Kirin to Shatihai-' 
kuati and “Port Arthur, aid-it gives 
Russia the right to protect’ these lines 
when built with her own troops. © All 
the lines are to be"biilt’ to*tlie Russian 
gauge, Chivua gives Russia the right 
to work mines in Manchuria, and 





provides for the employment of Russian | | 





officers fo drill the ‘Mauchurian levies. 
It, gives Russia (ou lease) the*port of 
Kinochou, aud on emergency the nse 
of Port Arthur and ‘lalienwan, which 
are not to he ceded to an 
and it promises every facility to Ru 
merchants and travellers and Russian 
trade, All the anost important. points 
in the secret treaty which we gave to 
the world in March last wre embodied in 
this, and time will show whether this 
is the full extent of China’s gratitude 
to Rusia.” 

Sir Claude Macdonald’s proposal that 
Talienwan should be opened se a treaty 
port forced Russia’s hand, ant ob 
her to assert her cluims under the 
Cassini Convention earlier than. she 
perhaps intended to do, Our ign 
Office must regret now that it did not 
take the Cassini Convention more se- 
riously, and that it accepied the 
Russian denial so ingenuo The 
Chinn Association herd is dving every- 
thing it can to impress on our Govet 
ment and the British pub‘ic, as well 
that of the United Statés, the danger 
of the” situation. We’ understand 
that ‘it has pointed out to the Lnidon 
Committee of the Association and to 
the Neiw York Chamber of Commerce 
that British aud American’ commercial 
interests are slike impetilled by. the 
aggression of Russia in Northern China; 
that it has no confidence in the pro- 
mise that Talienwan shall be a free 
port, whatever that may mean 
Kussia ix allowed to construct - the 
proposed railways in Manchuria, China 
cannot possibly observe her existing 
treaties with other Powers; and: that 
unless Great Britain intervenes to 
prevent North China falling entirely 
under the domination of Russia, Bri- 
tish influence'aud prestige here will be 
annihilated: The alteruative seems to 
be for us to consent to the ‘partition of 
China, and take our compensation in the 
Yangtze Valley ; but this is an alterna- 
tive which we have hitherto ooiisistently 
refused’: to atcept.. As we wrote two 
yetirs ago; “The ‘historian’ of the'fatura; 
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Cassini was* Rut 











Summary of Hews. - 





* Tae English mail of the 18throf February | - 
| arrived, here. on- the 23rd inst. by the 


P. & 0. Co,’s steamer Chhisan.’ 
: ‘Tax *American--mait~of -the 
February arrived here on the 2 
by the steanier Gaelic. 

‘Tue American mail of the.20d of March 
arrived here on the 27th inst. by the 
steamer City of Péking. 

A ar. leaves to-morrow: morning for 
Europe by. the P. “&-O. Co.'s steamor 
Thames. 
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LATEST INTELLIGENCE. 
SUPPLIED THROUGH REOTER'S AGENCY 


| AXCLUSIVELY TO THE “ NoRTH-CHINA 
DAILY News.” 


London, 21st March. 
RUSSIA'S DEMANDS. 
The Chinese Government has offered 
to Russia a lease of Talienwan, and to 


3} allow the Railway, provided that Port 


Arthur remains Chinese. 
THE FRENCH DEMANDS, 

Negotiations are proceeding in Paris 
between M. Hanotaux, French Minis- 
ter for Foreign Affairs;. and the 
Chinese Minister to France, regarding 
the demand made by. France that 
China sball-not cede any portion of the 
four provinees ‘of Kuangtung, Kueng- 
a Yunnan, and Kueichousand. thee 
she shall allow the prolongation of 
the railway. from Lungchou into Yai- 
nan, and grant Leichou (north of 
Pakhoi) as a coaling station, » 

THE NEW LOAN, 

‘The Chinese Loan has been issued 
in London and Berlin. 
MEN-OF-WAR FOR THE FaR EAs?, 

In the Naval Debate the Right 


s| Hon. -G. J. Goschen, First Lord of 


the Admiralty, mentioned’ that eight 
battleships and cruisers, and eight 
torpedo boat destroyers, were building 
in' English yards for Japan; and two 
vestels for China. 

London, 22nd March, * 
THE INDIAN pte NCIAL STATE- 





The Indian Budget shows a deficit 
of five crores and twenty-eight lacs of 
upees, 

Exchang® has been fixed at,1s. 33d. 
The Secretary of State for India will 
draw sixteen millions sterling, and will 
borrow six millions sterling in England 
and three crores of rupées in India. 
London, 23rd March. 
THE NEW ANGLO-GERMAN LOAN. 

‘The Chinese Loan has been largely 
over-subscribed in Berlin, Nothing 
official has transpired in London. 

A STEP-TOWARDS HOME RULE. 

The Irish Local Government Bill 
has passed the’ second reading ‘in’ the’ 
‘House of Coninions; 





Taunched at 













A sharp engagement has taken place 
between an Bgyptian cayalry patrol 
‘aiid Dervish’ horsemién néar *Atbara, in 
which the Detvishes weré repulsed. 

TO COME TO. CHINA. 
The “battleship, Goliath has beén 
im. 


VIN “AUSTRALIA. 
Mr. Stoddart’s ‘closing <niatch with 
Adelaide resulted in a draw. 
London, 25th; March. 
THE NEW LOAN. 









Only thirty per cent of the Chinese * 


loan has been subscribed: in “England 
mainly onring to the political situation, 
but nevertheless the loan has- been 
fally underwritten, 
THE UNITED STATES ‘AND SPAIN: 
Irrespective of the Maine disaster a 
stiong feeling is growitig in “Washing- 
ton in favour of American intervention 


in Cuba. 
London, 26th March. 
THE STRANDING OF THE CHINA. 
The P. & O. Liner China is ashore 
near Perim and is:full of water. It 
is probable ‘that she will’ become’ a 
total loss, All the -passengers have 
been Janded. 
PRESIDENT MCKINLEY IS FOR 
PEACE. 


President McKinley has informed 
the leaders of Congress’ that he’ is 
determined to'uphiold. peice; if possible. 

RUSSIA TRIUMPHANT: 

A. Time? telegram ' from’ Peking 
states that China Tras agreed to all the 
demands made by, Russia, 

THE UNIVERSITY BOAT ‘RACE, 

Oxford won by'twelve lengths. 


arictuy TELRORAMS 10.THE * NORTIT-CHLNA 
DAILY NEWS, 
(nou ovr owN connesroxDENts.) 
Tokio, 22nd March. 
THE GENERAL ELECTION IN 
JAPAN. 





‘The returns are now complete, and 
the Government ‘has ‘a workiig 'maaj- 
rity. The House: méets“in the ‘first 
week of May. 


Hongkong, 25th March. 
WARSHIPS COMING: NORTHWARD. 
The Russian ironclads : Navarin ‘and 
Oizoi Veliky left: this .port’ yestérday, 
and H. M!S, Barjleiur leaves ‘to-day, 
it is supposed for: Nagasaki. 
: Hongkong, 27th March. 
‘The British fleet, with the ex 
of H.MS. Edgar, is to ‘leave Ho 
kong for the North on Wednesday. 





ng 


THE ANTI-FOREIGN: 
DISTURBANCES AT-CHUNGEING. 
THE CONSULS’ DEMANDS.” 

We are in ‘receipt of'a special tele- 
gram from our correspondent ’ at 
Chungking supplementing. the facts 
published short timé’ago with regard 
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to the recent anti-foreign demonstra- 
tia: there, whereby a student was 
strangled and property belonging to 
the Methodist Mission at Kiangpeh 
destroyed. It states that the Tuan or 
country militia are now there in large 
force and refuse to allow the execution 
of the death-warrant of the murderer 
of the student. ‘The Consuls have de- 
manded of the Taotai that he disperse 
the militia, execute. the: murderers, 
arrest the leaders of ‘the gentry who 
incited the riot pay Ts. 500 for_pro- 
perty destroyed, and allow the Mission 
to re-occupy the premises -in question 
and also to: protect them there. 


cco 


‘Pun Director of Sicawei’ Observatory 
reports : Monday, 2ist March, 10 a.m.— 
State of ‘the atmosphere on the 20th.—Tho 
barometer is rising at Formosa and in 
Japan, while it is falling in China. A 
sliyht depression is passing in the valley of 
the Yangtze to tho S. of Shanghai. State 
on the morning of the 21st.—Drizzling rain 
during the night. Very rapid ris» of the 
barometer. Probabilities, 5 p,m.—Unsettl- 
od and cold weather. Strong winds from 
N.W. to N.E. with rough weather along tho 
entire coast.—Tuerday, 220d March, 10 a.m. 
—State of the atmosphere on the 2ist.—Very 
high pressures over N, China and strong 
winds from the N. quadrant along the const 
down to the Formosa Channel and over the 
Yangtzo.—*tate on the morning of the 22nd. 
—Burometor above the average with ovor- 
cast wonther at Shanghai, Probabilities, 
5 pm.—Unsottled and milder weather. 
Moderate monsoon in the S., and N.W. 
to S:E. breezes over the 'N. coast.— 
Wadnesday, 23rd March, 10 a.m.—State 
of the almosphere on ‘the 22nd.—The 
barometer is rising at all stations except in 
the North of China, Overenst weather in 
the evoning. Slate on the morning of the 
—Rain during the night. Calm 
A baronieter_on the decline. 
Probabilities, 5 p.m.—Unateady weather 
with intermittent rain. Moderate monsoon 
in the South and very variable breezes in the 
North.—Thursday, 24th March, 10 a.m.- 
State of the atmosphere ov the 28rd.—The 
barometer falls in general in China and 
rises in the East of Japan. Overcast and 
cold weather with ‘a little drizzling rain at 
Shanghai. State on the morning of the 24th. 
—Calm and finer weather. The barometer 
continues to fall at Shanghai. Probabilities, 
Sp.m.—Fine and warm weather. Very 
variable weather with fog at placo 
Friday, 25th March, 10 a.m, — State of 
the atmosphere on the 24th.—The baro- 
motor is still falling over China and: 
the fall spreads towards Japan. Rather 
light monsoon in the South. Fine weather 
‘at Shanghai.—Stute-on the morning of the 
25th.—Fine weathor.’ Barometer near the 
normal mean.—Probabilities, 5 p.m. Vari- 
able weather, with symptoms ‘of rain on 
account of a depression over tho. interior 
of China. Moderate to fresh N:E. to 
S.E. breezes along the entire coast. 
Saturday, 26th March, 10 a.m.~-State 
of the atmosphere on the 25th.—The baro- 
meter is ‘rising in Japan. There must 
be a depression over the valley of the 
Yangtze, ‘but all the telegrams from the 
interior and the: N. of China are wanting. 
State on the morning of the 26th.—Showers. 
during the night; the depression is passing 
close ‘to Shanghai and the barometer is 
rapidly rising. Mild and damp weather. 
—Sunday, 27th Match, 10 a.m.—State of 
the atmosphere onthe. 26th.—The depres- 
sion is withdrawing between Japan and 
Corea. Interruption of the monsoon in the 
S. down to Amoy. Rapid rise-of the bar- 
ometer at Shanghai.—State on the mornii 
of the 27th,—.—Overcast, calm and mild 
weather, Barometer a little above the 

































































normal mean at Shanghai.—Probabilities, 5 
p.m.—Variable, weather, linble to give a 
little rain. Moderate N. to N.E: monsoon 
along the entire coast. 

‘Taene was again on Monday an intoler- 
able fall inthe thermometer. The maximum 
on Sunday was 63°.7, and on Monday 44°, a 
difference of nearly 20 degroes. 

IRR CEECRS B 
Reapises ror rite Weer. 


(Thermometers in the open air in a shaded 
situation in the English Settlement.) 








1898. ° 
abr. Thermometer. Rainfall 
Min. Max. in inches. 






0.09 
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394 
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The mission of H.E. Hsii Ching- 
chéng to St. Petersburg to arrange the 
Port Arthur question has been a 
failure, and the Chinese Emperor has 
now designated ‘T.E. Li Hung-chang 
and Chang Yin-huan especially to 
confer with the Russian Chargé 
@Affaires at Peking on Russia's de- 
mands, ‘The Ambassador Hsii having 
failed in moving the Russian Foreign 
Office, it is very doubtful whether ‘T. 
E. Li and Chang will do better at 
Peking. 

We learn that Mr. de Speyer, Rus- 
sian Minister to Corea, has been re- 
called, and that his appointment to 
Peking has been cancelled. 

OrrictaL and private telegrams were 
received on Friday from Chefoo announcing 
that the Chinese were fluckit in there 
from Port Arthur, a large number of them 
being soldiers dressed as coolies. 

Ir has beon suggested that the real 
object of Mr. de Spoyer’s ‘self-denying 
dispatch to the Corean Government was 
to give that Government the opportunity 
to dismiss all foreigners in its employ, after 
which the Russians would come in again, 
free from any competition. 

‘Tas contract for the olectric tramway 
between Machiapu, the terminus of tho 
Tientsin railway, and the Yungting Gate 
at Peking,..has been given to a German 
firm, and will be carried out with German 
material by Messrs. Siemens and Halske 
of Berlin. 

Ar Héngchou in Hunan the soldiers took 
advantage the other day of a festival in 
honour of Longevity Buddha to pull down 
the chapel belonging ‘to the London Mis- 
sion, and carry off everything they‘could 
lay their hands on. No personal injury was 
done to anyone connected with the chapel. 

News has been received from Chinese 
sources in the North that, acting under 
alleged instructions from Peking, Goneral 
Sung, the Commandant at Port Arthur, 
had already begun moving his heary bag- 
gage, guns, etc:, from that stronghold, as 
though he were on the point of giving it 
up to Russia. 

Ir is confidently stated that H.E. the 
Taotai has received instructions from 
Nanking to turn over the control .of the 
likin department in his circuit to the 
‘Imperial Maritime Customs, in accordance 
with the conditions of the new loan. We 




















are inclined to think that this statement is 
a little premature. 

‘Tuene is quite a large force of Chinese 
troops now at Woosung. Irrespective of 
the 2,600 mon of the Tzo-chiang Brigade 
Grilled by German officers and the 4,000 
native-drilled garrison ‘hitherto stationed 
there, it is reported that there are now in 
and about the vicinity of the Woosung 
forts no less than from 7,000 to 8,000 more 
men under the command of General Li 
Chan-chun, tho new acting Commander- 
in-Chief of this province, and more aro aaid 
to bo expected within the next six woel 

A conresroxpest at Kiukiang confirms 
in a note dated the 23rd inst., the news 
wo lately gave as to the attitude of the 
Yangtze Valley Viceroys and Governors 
toward Peking. He says :—It is reported 
here that the Governor of Kiangsi in com- 
mon with the other high officials of the 
Yangtze is disobeying the Emperor's orders 
to disband the provincial regiments, and 
they are on the contrary secretly enlisting 
troops on their own account. 

A Haxkow telegram states that Russian 
agents are enlisting a lot of agricalturalists 
for the north for a period of five years and 
wages of $15 per month to" ench volunteer 
agriculturist. Tt is also noted that so far 
over a hundred men from the agricultural 
districts near Wuchang and Hanyang have 
signified their willingness to yo to the 
north, ‘There is some doubt, however, 
as to whether the “north” means Siberia 
or Manchuria, . 

AS official telegram from thy Chinese 
gold mines at Maho, in the Amoor regions, 
Feports that large bodies of Russians have 
crossed into Chinese territory, that it looks 
as‘ if these troops were to bo divided 
into three corps uf from 12,000 to 15,000 
men each, and that ono of theso corps 
would probably be encamped in the vicinity 
ofthe imines in question. Each corps is 
fitted out as if fora long march and com: 
prises all three arms of tho service, 

Owxe to the continued distress amongst 
the peasantry of the prefectures of Huninn 
and Hsiichou, in this provinee, which form 
8 portion of ‘what is colloquially known as 
Kiangpeh, ‘Tsai Taotai of this port, in 
conjuuction with his immediate sub- 
ordinates, tho prefect of Sungkiang, tho 
marine sub-profect of this port, .and tho 
Shanghai magistrate, have boen’ lately in 
coustant conference to dovise ways and 
means for relieving the famine 
order to enable them to be ready to sow 
their grain as soon as practicable. ‘The 
various gentry and charitable ssociati 
of this city have also been asked to 
the officials help in organising the propos- 
ed relief. 

‘Tae inauguration of the proposed income 
tax on rents referred to in these columns 
the other day, has, it appears, reaciod 
Soochow, but in a somewhat modified form. 
‘The Board of Revenue ordered an assess- 
ment on the rents of all hired houses, 
whether used as dwelling houses, shops, or 
godorns. The Provincial Treasurer Nich, 
however, has only assessed rents paid for 
business’ houses, shops, and  godor 
exempting hired ‘residences from the tax. 
Further the burden of the assessment is to 
be divided equally between landlord and 
tenant, instead of being borne by tho land- 
lord only as provided in the instructions of 
the Central Government. 

Acconpixc to dispatches received from 
Nanking, the Viceroy Liu received Inst 
week an Imperial edict by telegraph calling 
upon him to issue instructions to his sub- 
ordinates in charge of tea, salt and other 
likin stations throughout his juristiction 
bordering on the coast and the River banks, 
to close all theso establishments in order 
to enable the Inspectorate of Imperial 
Maritime Customs to take chiarge of that 
portion of the sevenues also by the 1st day 
of the 4th moon of the present year, 1.¢., tho 
20th of May, 1898. As there is an inter- 
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calary 3rd moon this year, the disestablished 
likin officials will have some seven weeks 
given them to close their establishments— 
& veritable period of grace to some of 
them. 

Is our leading article on Saturday morn- 
ing we said:—‘ What Russia asks for, 
China lins to grant sooner or later.” There 
is, therefore, vothing surprising in the 
news given us by Reuter this morning. 
‘Vigorous telegrams have been sent to the 
China Association in London on the sub- 
ject by the branch here, for communication 
to the Foreign Office and the English 
Press, and this has been done. All de- 
pends now on the influence that dominates 
the British Foreign Office at the moment. 

Dr. L, 8. Wilcox, the new U.S. Consul 
at Hankow, arrived here by the Gaelic and 
will ‘shortly proceed up river to take up 
the duties of his post. 

Ax interesting and inaportant case which 
it is expected will involve almost as im- 

tant points to the community as the 
famous Ince foreshore case, between Mr. 
H. Browett and the Municipal Council, is 
to be heard before the Court of Consuls, 
consisting of Dr. Stuebel, Senior Consul, 
Mr. John Gooduow, and Mr. Geo. Jamie- 
son, on the Ist prox., in the German 
Court. 

Commanper and Mme. Vela left on 
Saturday morning by the German mail for a 
holiday in Europe, which we hope wili bo 
fa very enjoyable one, and their return will 
be eagerly looked forward to. 

Mn. P.H.S. Montgomery, Acting Com- 
missioner of Customs at Soochow, has been 
appointed Commissioner at Yatung, Mr. 
HE, Hobson, the present Commissioner, 
going home on leave, 

‘Tae Directors of the Shanghai Water- 














worke Co, Ld., will recommend at the 
Annual General Mesting to be held on the 
Gth of April, the payment of a final 


dividend of 25 shillings per share, making, 
with the interiin dividend paid in July, 
total of £2 per share, yielding to Shanghai 
shareholders the sum of Tis. 15.70 per 
share for tho year. 

‘News was received here on Friday, con- 
firmed hy Reuter, that of the £8,000,000 
offered in London of the latest Chinoso 
oan, the public only applied for £3,000,000. 
‘We understand, however, that tho remnain- 
ing £6,000,000 have all been taken up by a 
syndicate, 50 that the underwriters will 
come out of it all right. 

Carrary Grattan, the acting agent of 
the China Mutual S.N. Co., Ld. 
eously advises un that he 
from the Managing Director of the 
Company at London, informing him thi 
& final dividend of 3 por cout upon th 
Proference sharos, (which, together with 
the 3 per cent interim dividend already 

aid, makes G per cent per annum), and a 
Eividend of 6 per cont upon the Ordinary 
shares have beon declared for the year 
ending 31st December, 1897. Both divi- 
dends are payable on the lst instant, and 
the Shanghai Books will be closed for 
transfers from the 28th to the 3ist current, 
inclusive, 

Our friends on the Customs staff whose 
bitter cry we have published, while it is 
still officially pigeon-holed at Peking, and 
who have had all the post office work ad- 
ded to their labours without any additional 

ay, may comfort themselves with the 
Pope thet tho Tnspector.General intends 
to make the assumption of the collection of 
likin the opportunity for a general read- 
justment of their now inadequate salaries, 

Ovr correspondent writes, under date 
the 24th inst.: ‘At Kiukiang some persons 
have just purchased more than 1,000 
uffaloes. These are said to be for the 
Germans at Shantung. Others say they 
are purchased for war purposes.” 

‘Tue etock, goodwill, and fixtures of the 
Shanghai Daily Press were sold by auction 























by Messrs. Néel, Murray & Co. on Tuesday 
morning. The whole was sold in one lot, 
and was knocked down to Mr. Thos. 
Kingsmill; the price realised being Tis. 
10,100. : 

Tar Kiaugning was sold by public auc- 
tion by Messrs: Hopkins, Dunn & Co., 
on Friday afternoon. The bidding com- 
menced at Tis. 5,000 and was fairly spirit- 
ed, the vessel being finally knocked down 
to Mr. J. Prentice (Messrs. Boyd & Co.) 
for Tis. 10,000. 

‘Tue victory of Oxford in the University 
Boat Race gives the Dark Blues a record 
of nine consecutive wins. This year’s race 
is the 55th that has been rowed between 
the two Universities, Oxford having 
won 32and Cambridge 22, the contest of 
1877 being a dead heat, 

‘Suonrzy before half-paat fire on Monday 
morning a fire, caused by the accidental 
upsetting of a kerosene lamp, broke cut 
in a native dwelling house in the Dongka. 
loong. North Sha 
exporienced some little difficulty in finding 
the location of the outbreak, but once on 
tho spot they soon had control of the 
flames, and by six o'clock most of them 
were able to leave. Three small houses 
were totally destroyed, and two others 
damaged by fire and water. Tho property 
was owned by Messrs. David Sassoon, Sons 
and Co. and was fully insured, but there 
was no insurance on the contents. 

‘Ar about 3 o'clock on Friday morning, » 
fire broke out in the native city in the 
neighbourhood of the Taotai’s Yamén which 
lasted for some time resulting in the des- 
truction-of some twenty houses. 

















‘Tue body of Charles Ernhold, concern- |, 
ing whose death by drowning an enquiry | # 


was held at the U.S. Consulate-General on 
tho 22nd ult, was picked up near the 
Yangtzepoo Creek on Wednesday. As the 
body bore no marks of violence, an order 
for burial was issued by Mr. Goodnow, and 
it was interred at the Pootung Cemetery on 
‘Thursday afternoon. 


BE. L. Moxpox has on view at his 
store the frat automobile tricycle imported 
to Shanghai. It is a very compact and 
nent machine differing very little from the 
ordinary tricycle, except that it is much 
heavier and stronger. ‘Tho machine is 
worked by a It horse-power petroleum 
motor, and is capable of attaining a speed 
of about 25 miles an hour. The motor is 
a neat contrivance, wei only 24 
kilos., the weight of the whole machine 


















vapour at th 4 
us that he intends to rafle two of the 
now autumobile tricycles ; 650 chances will 
he issued, at $5 each. ‘The frames of these 
machines are practically the same as the 
ordinary ones, except that they are con- 
siderably stronger, especially at the fore 
fork. ‘The speed attained requires 
exceptional stability and to this ond the 
diameter of the wheels is reduced to 65 
centimetres, thus lowering the centre of 
gravity. Under theseat is an oil tank, used 
4s a carburator, containing 3 litres of 
gasoline, sufficient to run about 80 kilo- 
metres. A mixture of oil vapour and 
air is introduced into the cylinder 
of the motor, and is ignited by an electric 
spark generated by dry cells with the 














assistance of induction coils. The crank.| 


and momentum balance are contained in an 
aluminium case containing oil, thus ensur- 
ing perfect lubrication of these parts. The 
hill climbing powers claimed .for these 
machines is far in excess of anything that 
would be required in this part of the world. 
A hill with a slope of 8 degrees can be 
negotiated withous the help of the pedals 
and one of 12 degrees with very little, just 
sufficient to keep up the ordinary speed of 
the motor. They are fitted with ample 
brake power. 








Ws hare received a prospectus of the 
issue by.the Taku Tug and Lighter Co, 
Ld., of 6 per cent debentures of Tis. 100 
each to the extent of Tis. 250,000. They 
are secured and are a first charge on the 
present fleet (exclusive of the steamer 
Sultan) and property of the company, 
which sre valued at nearly Ts. 1,000,000, 
The issued capital of the company ie Tis. 
430,000, and the reserves amount to over 
‘Tis. 300,000. 

Tas Echo de Ohine has been fortunate 
enough to obtain an early copy of the 
address which our Chungking correspond- 
ent tioned was to be presented to Mr. 
Archibald J. Little by the foreign residents 
of Chungking on his arrival thoro with the 
pioneor steamer Leechuen. It is as follows : 
ADDRESS OF CONGRATULATION AND WEL- 

COME PRUSENTED TO ARCHIBALD J, LITTLE, 

38Q., ON THE OCCASION OF HIS ARRIVAL 

WITH THE FIRST STEAMER IN THR PORT OF 

CHUNGEING. 

Azcurpaxp J. Lrrrx, Esq., 

Dear Sm,—We, the undersigned, ro- 
siding in the city of Chungking, desire to 
offer you our hearty congratulations on this 
‘auspicious occasion, when wo have the 
great gratification of welcoming your arrival 
here with the first Steam Vessel to nd, 
the Upper Yangtze. 

‘We desite to make this public acknow- 














cf 
City in spite of the obstacles, which havo 
beon pronounced by some to be insurmount- 
able, and we rejoice with you in the pr 
accomplishment of the aim which you have 
ao long had in vi 














rtily do this becauso, 
dition to the advantages which Steam 
Navigation on tho Upper Yangtze may 
bring to foreign residents in this great Weat- 
ern Port, wo belii iy, lasting 
benefits will also thereby accrue to the 
genaral native population in those intorior 











"rovinces. 

We would, therefore, once more offer to 
yourself and to Mrs. Little, the sympathe- 
tic companion of your present successful 
voyage up river, now so happily accom- 
plished, our most hearty and united con. 
gratulations, with the expression of the 
hope that you muy live many y 
groat development in the Steam Navigation 
of the Upper Yangtze, which you have 
always indefatigably advocated ; while to 
| heel alone will always. remain thi 

jonour of having brought tho firat ateamer 
into the Pors of Chungking. 

Tax second matinée of Cinderella for 
children of all ages, being the seventh 
performance of the pantomime, came off 
on Tuesday afternoon before a house again 
crowded, fully three-quarters ofthe audience 
being children. Every one on the stage, 
from the tallest giant-captive of Jack to 
the tiniest feiry, played his part as if he 
enjoyed it and wanted every child present to 
enjoy it; and so they did. Tho hum of 
approbation, the ripple of laughtor, the 
approximation of tiny palms, went on 
without ceasing. It was another triumph. 
After the ourtain fell nearly the whole 
company adjourned to the Astor Hall, 
whe dinner was given, followed by a 
dance. Over s hundred and twenty sat 
down to the dinner, Mr. R. W. Little 
being in the chair, with Cinderalls on his 
right and Mile. Ondine on his left. A 
large majority of those present were in 
their costumes, and the spectacles was a 

ing one. After the toasta of The 
and “Mr. Wingrove” had been 
enthusiastically honoured, two flash light 
photographs were taken, the whole com- 
pany being grouped on and below the 
stage, after which a programme of several 
dances was gone through with great spirit 
and enjoyment. 


Axor crowded house to see the pai 
tomime on Fridsy night, and another ¢riui 
plant success, “In the first interval Teal 
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Taotai came behind the econes and was 
presented to all the fair performers, to 
whom he distributed presents. There is 
still such a demand for seats that an extra 
performance, positively the last, is to be 
given on Tuesday next at 8.30 p.m. 

‘Tare usual parade of theS. V.C. took place 
on Saturday afternoon. There was a very 
good muster of all ranks, and the men were 
marched out to the Race Course, where 
the usual movements were gone through. 
"The annual church parade of the Corps 
took place yesterday morning, there being 
a very full attendance. The bulk of the 
men attended service at the Cathedral, 
where a special sermon on “The Shield of 
Faith,” was preached by the Rt. Rev. 
Bishop Moule. A number of men marched, 
headed by the Town Band, to St. Joseph’s 
Church, marching back to the Bund after 
service, with the French Company, whero 
the whole were dismissed. Some 66 mem- 
bers of the French Company were present, 
undet the command of Captain Bard, and 
in their neat ond serviceable uniforms 
they looked uncommonly well. 

Mr. Roser Brovor of the Brough 
Comedy Co. writes us that the Company's 
season in Hongkong has been extremely 
satisfactory. As already mentioned, the 
company is to leave Hongkong for Shang- 
hai in the Verona on Friday next, and to 
obviate any possibility of their not appear- 
ing here on the date appointed, through 
ate arrival of tho steamer, all the scenery 
‘and appointments for tho opening produc- 
tion, Sowing the Wind, wore seat on in the 
‘Manila, which left Hongkong on the 24th 











have groat satisfaction in telling our 
readers that there is no longer any cau: 
for anxiety regarding Mr. Gladston 

Ith. ‘The latest tolegrams state that 
‘lily improving, and tho bulletins 
regarding his Health have beon aiscontinu- 
ed. 








‘Sim Wruxtast Looxuanr is 60 disposing 
of his troops as to facilitate a forward 
movement towards the end of the month if 
the Afridis haye not submitted in tl 








interval. Brigadier-Goneral Hamilto 
igado has moved from Bara to a short 
distance beyond Barkai: thus giving the 





2nd division a more advanced base in the 
lower Bara Valley. 

‘Tae Afridis have now only afew days 
left in which to make up their minds to 
accept the Government terms, as the 

eriod of grace expires on the 23rd instant. 

‘he majority of the Maliks are said to be 
in favour of a poaceful settlement, but s 
strong war party still exists among the 
ka Khels. Every effort is being made 
by Sir William Loclthart to havo a large 











stock of supplies pushed forward, so as to | 


cure rapidity of movement next week if 
campaign has to be continued. 


‘News comes from Delhi of alarm having 

been caused there on account of the publi- 
cation of the plaguo regulations, and that 
public meetings and meetings of communi- 
ios aro being held in various quarters of 
tho ancient city, proposing modifications 
suited to the conditions and customs of the 
people and requesting the Government to 
‘sanction thom. 


Resipgnts in the Settlement will do well 
to remember that the Council's new re- 
fulations as to the provision of garbago 
joxes become compulsory on the Ist of 
April. The thieves who prowl about the 
streets have already turned their attention 
to these valuable receptacles and have 
acquired some of them on easy terms. In 
one case an innocent wheelbarrow-man 
came along, and seeing an iron box full of 
garbage in the gutter, said to himself : 
“How wasteful foreigners are to throw 
away a good boxlike this!” So heemptied 
the garbage out, and put the box on his 
wheelbarrow and wheeled it gaily away. 
This box was recovered, the man having 
really no intention of stealing it. But as 

















others have been wilfully stolen, it would 
be well for householders to have their 
' names engraved on their precious caskets, 
| go that they may be identified if they are 
lost. ‘Tho blessings of all who use the 
streets will rest on the Council if the new 
| regulation is strictly enforced. ‘The ordin- 
ary Chinese house-coolie “likes to empty 
the garbage some time between 10 a.m. 
and noon, or even in the afternoon, into 
the gutter, where the wheels of carriages 
and ‘rieshas scatter it about, and the wind 
blows the lighter particles over the passers 
by. This, it is hoped, will now be a thing 
of the past. 

ELMS. Daphne arrived hero on Friday 
to relieve H.MLS. Pique, which leaves 
immediately, probably to join the Admiral. 
|The Daphne'left Chemulpo on Wednesday 





and Phenéz, the Russian gunboat Mand: 
jar ands Japsnove cruiser ware 


8 iy was to leave 
Shanghai on Friday. The Pigmy arrived 
at 
aA 





oosung yesterday, and she is leaving 
eernoon with the Pique and Daphne 











unde Te is supposed that 
they are going to Chusan, 
.M.S. we left the Senior Naval 


Officer's buoy yesterday for Woosung, there 
to await further orders. 
‘Tax N.Y.K. Transpacific steamer Rigjun 
Maru arrived at Yokohama from Seattle 
‘on the 21st inst., and all her cargo for this 
rt was transhipped into the s.s. Nagato 
far, which is due hero on the 30th inst. 

‘Tux pioneer steamer of the Hamburg 
‘American Line, the Andalusia, left Hong- 
kong for Shanghai on Wednesday night. 

H.MS. Algerine arrived at Hankow on 
the 23rd inst. 

‘Tax R. M.S. Empress of China which, 
owing to bad weather, did not leave ‘Tung- 
aha till 11 a.m, on’ Monday, arrived at 
Hongkong on Wednesday at 7.30 a.m., 
making the passage down in 444 hours from 
‘Tangsha. 

‘Tax MM. steamer Salas 
French mail of the 26th of February, left 
Singapore for Shanghai on Sunday at 10 

m. 


‘Tue P. & O. 8.8. Manila left Hongkong 
at noon on Thursday for this port with 15 
chesta of Bengal opium on board, and 
arrived last night. 

‘Tae Verona, with the incoming English 
mail, left Singapore at 3 p.m. yesterday 
for Hongkong and Shanghai. 

Tas U.S.M. steamer Belgic arrived at 
San Francisco on the 22nd inst. ‘ 

‘Tae R. M.S. Empress of Japan left 
Yokohama for Vancouver on Friday after- 
noon. 

Tae El Dorado, which arrived from 
i b 














with the 


















Tientsin and Chefoo on Thursday, brought 
down a mob of 46 griffins. When she left 
Chefoo H.M. ships Potcerful, Grafton, and 





Narcissus were there. 


that inestimable papor, the Wan Kwoh 
Eung Pao, now edited by the Rev. 
‘Timothy Richard, and published by the 
Society for the Diffusion of Christian and 
General Knowledge among the Chinese. 
‘We have received from the Statistical 
Department of the LM. Customs the Re- 
turns of Pradeand Reports for the Year 1897, 
Part 1.—Report of the Trade of China and 
‘Abstract of Statistics. It contains a very 
careful and,readable report by Mr. F. E. 
Taylor on the Foreign ‘Trade of China for 
1897, and the usual statistics. It will be 
seen’ that the percentages of the total 
foreign and coast trade in 1897 were 
British . 53.27 per cent. 
Chinese « 34.10 
All other 














100.00 





‘Wz have received the first number of 
The Sculptor, a sixpenny monthly journal, 


last. When she left H.M. ships Undaunted ; 


We have received the March issue of | oq 


edited by Henry Rose, excellently printed 
by Unwin Bros., and published in London. 
Its aim is ‘to give effective journalistic: 
representation to the sculptor’s art,” an 
art which is the most neglected in England 
of all the liberal-arts. It is well illustrated 
with reproductions of photographs of sculp- 
ture and portraits of sculptors, and the 
supplement is a full-page reproduction of 
astatue of the Queen by Professor Nicoli, 
presented to the town of Brighton by the 
Mayor, Sir J. G. Blaker. 

‘Ar the Mixed Court on Monday a man 
was charged with being concerned with 
others not in custody in stealing a silver 
I watch, value $7, from the person of s man 
at Li Hongkew, and with cutting and 
wounding him with a knife, on the lith 
inst. He was sentenced to receive 1,000 
blows, and to undergo two years’ im] 
ment. Another man, who was charged 
with being concerned in the robbery of 
the watch, wis given 500 blows and a 
year’s imprisonment. A man with 
previous convictions against him was 
sentenced to three months’ imprisonment 
fer attempting to pass bad dollars. 

‘We have received the Peking and Tien- 
tsin Times of the 19th inst. :—H.MLS. 
Rattler reached Tangku on the 16th, The 
Shengking then started for the ‘Tientsin 
bund, but stuck in the North-west Reach. 
—The steamers wore getting away at the 
rate of twoa day, and there was no more 
fear of the river being closed.—There was 
‘a aurprising shower of mud, caused by a 
rain-cloud colliding with a dust-storm, at 
Shanhaikuan on the 15th.—The concert 
given at Tiontsin by Messrs. Twinning and 
‘Morse was a great success, 

Tue P. & T. Times translates tho 
following from the very well-informed 
Kuo-wbi-pao 

«Russia has demanded from the Chineso 
Government the right to lease Port Arthur 
and Talienwan and to construct railways 
from Kirin, through Moukden to Port 
Arthur. The Chinese Government knowing 
that even these concessions would not 
satisfy the greed of Russia, have rof 
their co1 ‘Meanwhile they have sent 
instructions to General Sung at Port Arthur 
to raise an additional force of 5,000 men, 
and have sent an envoy, Shu Chu-yuen, 
from Berlin to St. Petersburg to arrange 
matters there. ‘The Russian Chargé 
@'Afaires gave the Government five days 
to reply, but at tho special requost of the 
Chinese Government has extended the timo 
to the 26th inst. Ifno reply is forthcoming 
by that date, Russia, he sys, will resort to 
force. Tho British Minister has advisod 
the Tsungli Yamén not to reply hastily or 
incautiously, as the Russian request is o 
very serious one. If the demands of Russia 
are conceded, the power of that country 
will become excessive and other Powers 
cannot be expected to submit to this. 
Prince Kung then solicited the help of 
England, nnd Sir Claude Macdonald promis- 

it. Ultimately a telegram was sent by 
ish Minister to his Governinent 
conveying China’s request, and to 
British Ambassador in St. Petersburg 
asking him to give the Chinese Envoy every 
assistance.” 

‘We have recoived Hongkong papers to 
—News has been received 
by wire of tho loss by stranding of the 
American ship New York, which left Hong- 
kong for San Francisco on the 14th of 
January.—The Brough Comedy Company 

uing their triumphant careor.— 

ondent of the China Mail 
Manila thinks it will be much more difficult 
to crush the present rebellion than tho 
last.—Prince Henry of Prussia was to 
leave Hongkong for Canton on the 17th. 
Bons d’Anty has been appointed 
French Consul at Canton, and is suc- 
ceeded at Szemao by M. Sainson.—Lhe 
British North Borneo Co. are going to 
me 200 acres in tea.—The Koninklii 

‘ketvaart Maatschappij’s steamer 
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vervisur General Loudon, 1,206 tons, 187 ; 
h.-p., built at Greenock in 1875, has been ' 
totally lost off the coast of Celebes. All 
‘on board were saved. She plied between , 

Singapore and the Moluccas ports.—The 
absence of rain is causing a scarcity of rice 
in Kuangtung.—Prince Waldemar of Den- ; 
mark is expected at Bangkok in command 
of the Danish warship, the Fyn.—The 
China Mail has been publishing a very 
interesting series of articles by Mr. W. F. 
Wenyon, who has a unique knowledge of 
South China, on the North River by 
which access’ is obtained to an immense 
body of good coal.—Acting on information 
obtained, a patty of Spanish soldiers have 
captured, on « mountain in Angat, 10 suns 
and 1,000 eartridges belonging to the rebels 
in the Philippines.—H.M.S. Edgar. re- 
ported all quiet at Bolinao, the telegraph 
station being well guarded by Spanish , 
soldiers.—The Hongkong Telegraph says 
that_Dr. Bedloe, U.S. Consul at Canton, | 
has been notified of the abolition of the | 
o-tivshui, or destination tax, on kero: 
sene.—The French cruiser Duguay Trouin 
arrived at Manila on the 13th from 
Pera and Honolulu.—The cable which | 
now lands at Bolinao is to be extended + 
to Manila. Tho land communication be- | 
tween these two points is now restored, | 
but the line works slowly.—The match } 
between the Hongkong Cricket Club and | 
the Navy, played on the 19th and 2ist, | 
resulted in a win for the Club by 10; 
wickets. The Navy.made 89 and 96, and ! 
the Club 171 (G. D. Campbell 81 porous | 
and 1 The Andalusia brought out 450 | 
tons of explosives for the German fleet.— 
Shipinasters are advised to keep a smart | 
look-out for a large tree, which Capt. Webly 
of the Cheang Cheo found cruising about 
in Lat. 10.25.30 N. and Long. 110.38.30 | 
E,—The Jean Bart left Saigon on the 10th | 
for the China Sea, and_was to be followed | 
‘by the Pascal on the 15th. 

‘Tax Hongkong Daily Press says :—Wo 
translate the following from the Courrier 
Haiphong of the 112th of March :— 
The steamer Mathilde arrived on Thurs- 
day morning from Hongkong having on her 
Dill of health a note by the French Consul 
mentioning that a few isolated cases of 
plague, not opidemie, had occarred at Hong: 
kong. By order of the Principal Medical 
Oficce the vessel was placed in quarantine. 
She had on Loard, besides a full cargo of 
general merchandise and sheep, a hundred 
and thirty-eight Chinese, of whom eleven 
were for Haiphong and a hundred and 
twenty-seven for the Kebao mines. The 
Medical Officer required that these Chinese 
should be interned in the Inzarette, where 
thoy were to be kept under observation 
for four days. ‘ The discharge of the cargo 
having been forbidden by the same order, 
‘Messrs. Speidel and Co., the consignees of 
the Mathilde, protested, and declared that 
if the order was enforced they would sus- 
pend all business .between Haiphong and 
Hongkong. In consequence of this the 
authorities gave instructions that free 
pratique was to be granted as regards the 
sheep and merchandise of all descriptions. 
It will be remembered that plague is en- 
demic at Hongkonz and that in 1894, in 
consequence of an unfortunate application 
of sanitary regulations at Haiphong, made 
contiary to the interests of trade, by the 
Principal Medical Officer, there was a 
diminution in the Customs receipts of about 
three hundred thousand dollars. In the 
present year, which has opened badly, we 
do not want our poor budget to be subject- 
ed to similar losses, 

We have already mentioned that the 
Inst incoming-French mail steamer Ernest 
Ximons ywas delayed by having to tow the 
German steamer Cosmopolit. ‘The Hong- 
ng Telegraph of the 19th says :— 

‘The German steamer Cosmopolit, which 
left Hongkong for Kobe last Satu 
a bad accident in the Formosa C! 
Tuesday night or -Wedne: 

Her cylinder cover blew off bodily. 
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nately nobody was seriously hurt, as far as 
we have been able to ascertain; but the 
vessel was completely disabled. After a 
while she was picked up by tho French 
mail steamer Ernest Simons, a little south 
of Chapel Island. The mail boat wss 
bound from Hongkong to Shanghai, and in 
response to signals of distress offered to 
tow the Cosmopolit into Amoy. This was 
only a short distance, but the weather was 
so rough that the tow-line tore away the 
Cosmopolit's winch. ‘Then the hawser was 
made fast to the foremast—ind carried that 
away too! Fearful of fetching up the Cos- 
‘mopolit’s keel hy the roots at the next 
attempt, the mail-boat fled the scene and 
made the best speed she could for Shang- 
hai, while the remnant of the German ship 
anchored outside Amoy till tuz-boats came 
out and-brought her in tenderly. She still 
has her funnel and mainmast, and some of 
her deck gear. : 

‘We can understand the Ernest Simmons 
leaving the Cosmopolit ; it would have heen 
very inconvenient for a French liner to 
ineur the charge of pulling a German 
steamer to pieces. 

Dortxa last year the Mysore Gold 
Mining Company distributed’ three divi- 
dends- equal to 100 per cent on the 
nominal capital, and since its Tormation, 
seven years before, it has distributed 
dividends of between four hundred and five 
hundred per cont. ‘The Champion Reef 
Company during 1896 paid 6 
the Oozezum Company. paid thirty per cent 
to ordinary, and forty per cent to. pre- 
ference shareholders, and Nundydroog 

4 per cent, figures which show that the 
investors in these Indian companies have 
had no reason to complain,—Hongkong 
Daily Press. 

Fnom Australian telegrams quoted in the 
Hongkong papers we learn that the Russian 
Government were negotinting with the 
Porte for the passage through the Bosphorus 
of an ironclad which it is desired to send 
to China.—The steamer Clara Nevada, 
with returned Klondykers for Seattle, has 
foundered off the coast of Alaska, all on 

i While Lord Salisbury 
































the wind blew an iron 


Hatfold, 
against their carriage, which was wrecked, 
but Lord Sulishury eseaped without injury. 

f 


—President Kriiger has: di 
Tustice Kotze from office, 
not been sufficiently submissive.—It is re- 
ported that China has asked for an English 
oflicer to organise a special force of 6,000 
men for the defence of Peking.—A telegram 
of the 16th ult. says :— 

Reuter’s correspondent at Peking asserts 
thatit has been found that the secret treaty 
between Russia and China does not prevent 
China borrowing abroad for the purpose of 
constructing the Manchurian railway, and 
it is said that the Czar is indignant at the 
discov 

Tt is further stated that the Chinese 
delegate at St. Petersburg had been in- 
structed: to negotiate with Russia on the 
gatter of railway construction only, and 
the Russian Ambassador to China’ was 
wrongly informed that the question of a 
Joan was to be included in the negotiation: 


Wr have received Japan papers with dates 
from Tokio to the 20th, Yokohama the 21st, 
Kobe the 23rd, and Nagasaki the 25th inst. 
=The Japanese who killed a British sailor 
at Yokohama last September by hitting hint 
on the head with a bar of wood has been 
sentenced to nine months’ major imprison- 
ment with hard labour.—Of the Toyo 
Kison Kaisha's three new 6,000-ton Trans- 
pacific steamers, the America Maru has 
been launched in England, and the Nippon 
Marx and Hongkong Maru: are being 
pushed forward.—Tho new sailing vessel 
Tenyn Maru capsized while on her trial 
trip near Kinose and cleven people wero 
drowned.—Japan has quarantined Hong- 
kong on the report of the plazue having 
re-appeared there. —The steamer Koyekt 



































Maru stranded on. shoal off’ Funakawa 
on the 13th-and foundered. ’ No lives were 
loxt.—Marquis Saigo,’ the “Naval Minister, 
has suffered a-serious relapse.—DIr. von 
Krencki, German Consul at Kobe, has 
been made a Knight’ Commander of the 
Crown by King Humbert.—There wero 
two British and two Russian cruisers in 
Nagasaki on the 19th—The Japan Mail 
says: “Speaking frankly, how many 
persons believe that Russia's declara- 
tions about making free ports-in Liao- 
tung Peninsula aro sincere, or may 
he relied on? The-memory of Batoum is 
indelible."—The Oil Refinery xt Otara 
was burnt down on the 15th,—The Chineso 
Court at Peking is reported to be looking 
to Japan for assistance in the present 
crisis.—The new Franco-Japanese treaty 
has been ratified by the Emperor.—A. vitl 
of 14 was burnt to death in a fico at Kobe 
on the 19th.—The Japaneso standing 
squadron will leave Kure. ewly in May for 
Corean or Chinese waters.—The only 
men-of-war ab Nagasaki on the 2lab.were 
tho Russian cruisers Dimitri: Donskoi and 
Rossié. — At least seven Japanose lost 
their lives in the Maine disaster.—The 
Japan Mait has always ridiculed the Cassini 
Convention, and it returns to the subject in 
its issue of the 21st inst. {t is perfectly 
weleome to its opinion,  thoug’ it is an 
opinion that says little for its intelliyence, 
but. when it states, as it does, ‘The fact 
is that the ‘Cassini Convention’ is a puro 
myth,” it states what-is not true, and what 
it could not possibly know to be. true. 
All the difiiculties it mentions in i 
issue of the 21st disappear when it is re- 
membered that it was intonded to be a 
secret convention, whose existence Russin 
formaliy denied, and that it was understood 
that when Russia pressed for its execution, 
China was to plead force majew 
Powers objected.—The Japan Mail regards 
the recent French demands as “1 deliber- 
ate attempt, in combination with. Russia, 
to strike a heavy blow at British interests 
in China.”"—The Koyehi Marx, 214 tons, 
foundered off the const of Funakawa on 
the 14th.—Tho Akitsushima Kan was 
for the Bonin Islands to sench for 
the missing vessel Tainan Maru.—a large 
portionof the caryé of the steamer Gremarty, 
stranded on the Azores, has been salved.— 
It was rumoured that the U.S. Government 
was trying to buy from Japan the two 
cruisers heing constructed for that country 
in the States.—The Japanese Government 
has chartered several steamors for trans- 
port purposes.—A house on the Waterfall 
Reade Bobe, occupied by Mr. Marz Loas- 
nann, of the China Export, Import,-and 
Banking Compagnie, was entirely burnt on 
the 2ist. Mr. Lossmann was insured’ for 
3,000 yen in the London Assurance.—The 
N.Y.K. steamer Zoyoshima..Maru, from 
Corea, which: went to the: assistance of a 
small’ steamer that had stranded in the 
Toland Sea, struck a rock herself, and bad 
to be beached, on the 22nd, 


‘The Kobe Chronicle has tho following 

telegram from a Japanese paper :— 
Seoul, 15th March. 

In compliance with the tenour of the 
reply to the Russian Minister that all 
foreign instructors and advisers shall be 
dispensed with, the Corean Government 
has notified to Colonel Nienstend, the 
American military adviser, that his ser- 
vices aro no longer required. 

Peking, 16th March. « 

It is reported that the Chinese Minister 
for War has addressed a representation to 
the Throne. asking for Imperial instruc- 
tions as to the course to be pursued should 
Russia attempt to obtain her demands by 
force of arms. The Emperor has replied 
that in such case nothing can be done to 
resist Russia, but he instructed that: tho 
concessions should be minimised ay much 
as possible. 

Under the- circumstances, it is believed 
that China-will-accede tothe construction 
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‘Jt’ ia;said that’ China is beginning to 
look to Japan for assistance. 
‘Taipoh, 16th March. 
An encounter took place on :the 1 
_ inst...between Japanese troops and” the 
Is in the vicinity of Kosan, : Taipeh 
prefecture. . Ten Japanese were killed, in- 
cliding Paymaster, Kadowaki. and Mr. 
‘Tsutsumi, a second.class secretary. 
Tokio, 17th Match. 
-It is reported that a telegram has been 
received by a foreign firm-at Yokohama, 
. stating ;that,an outbreak of hostilities 
batween the United States and Spain was 
. Unavoidable, Information is said to have 
‘reached an American merchant resident at 
Ygkohama that proof hns, been obtained 
that, the ‘Maine disaster. was not due to an 
accident. Three days, previous. to the 
‘occurrence, an, American officer received a | 
Pigce..of paper from a Spanish friend on 
hich was written in, pencil,. ‘Beware of 
the day .after to-morrow.” "The :slip of 
paper,.wag. preserved by tha, wife: of the 
(officer, who was on shore on the.day of the 
* disaster and escaped. 
_A notification -of the Home.Department 
jchas been issued announcing: that owing to 
the outbreak, of -bubonic. plague at-Hong- 
kong, all, tho ,vessels coming from Hong- 
} kong and. Chinese ports will, pn and after 
ithe 17th inst. .be subjected to medical i 
spection at Yokohama, Kobe, ~ ‘Mo 
Nagasaki, and. Kuchinotsu. x With tho 
exception, of . Nagasaki,.and, Kobe, . the 
“vossels ,.coming to, the other open. and 
;, special foreign ports are to be inspected at 
‘the garest Guaeantine stations thereto. 
The. Nayal; Court’ held to, inquire...into 
the; Fuso ,disaster,,lhas, found thet Captain 
\Hirao of, the, Idsukushima, was..in no way 
responsible, for the. collision, ‘The judg- 
ment inthe, caso of, Captain Urin (of the 
Fuso) will be announced in a few days. 
~ Seoul 17hh:March, 
iiister has now replie 


















































=Mhe: Russian Di 





to the answer.of: the Corean Government |" 


. tor the Note respecting. the. Financiat 
Adviser and . military .instructors. » Russia 
informs Corea that in lending advisers and 
military.:instructors, the intention was 

. simply torshow favour and good will, and 

.: Russia isiglad to-learn that Corea can now 
smaintain. her indepondence... without: this 

om nce.‘ Such being: the case, Russia 
will withdraw the advisers and instructors 

ent to Corea. 





18th ‘March. 
», My sAlexeieff .has.roturned the portfolio’ 
. 10f his office to-day, 
“Tho: Russian «military: instructors “are 
spreparing;to leave Seoit! for Port Arthur. 
‘Tokio, 19th:March. 
Prince Konoye Tadahiro, who was recent- 
ly- attacked by influenza, expired at 10.40 
pm. yesterday. ! 
At a.meeting of the Privy- Council yeq- 
sterday,' the Revised Treaty with Austrid- 
‘Hungary. .was considered, und one or twp. 
of the ‘councillors oppused certain -prd- 
-visions., Count Kuroda, the President of 
the--Privy Council; has Iaid tho views of 
the. opponents before «the: Emperor aud 


/- Marquis Ito. 
Seoul, 19th: March. 
+The Corean Government recently: de- 
cided to dispatch Kim Kei-ko to Rissia to 
.tonder thanks to the Russian: Government 
for. the. assistance . rendered to'- Corea, 
but the Russian Minister has informed the 


Corean: Government: that.an Ambassador |, 


need ‘not be sent to: Russia for any such 


se. 
posi 20th March. 

Five: Russian officers, one surgeon, and 
24-privates are to leave Seoul: for-Port 


ote, Tokio,:22nd March. 





‘| tralia’ in 123 days. ‘Th 





before the Emperor. . His ,Majesty, put 
‘several qquestidins to Count Inouye, who 
entered into full explanations. 

_ Shizuoka, 22nd March. 

On the 20th inst, some of the officers 
of the Yayeyama had a guarrel. in a tea 
house liere. One of the. officers was killed 
and another severely injured. The names 
are kept secret. 

Tae Japan Muil. of the 15th translates 
the following fron the Nichi NichiShimbun: 
—The vessels, of the Japanese, fleet aro at 
present distributed as follows :—At Yoko- 
suka, the Chinto, Yayeyama, Kongo, Amaki, 
Heiyen, Yashima, Yoshino, Tatsuta, Nani- 
toa, Teouki, Fuji. Matsushima, -Akitsusu, 
Chinyen, Hashidate, and, Atago; at. Yoko- 
hania, the Itsukushima ; 
Fuso; at Kuro, the Chinken me, 
Hiyet, Chinhoku, Chiyada, -Chinchu,, and 
Tenviu ; at Tateyama, the Musashi; at Yeda- 





























jima, the Hoo? at Saseho, the Chinnan, 
Ohisai,, Manju, Oshima, Biugho, Kaimon, 
Takachiho, Saiyen, and Yamata; nt Tamsui, 


the Soko; at Kelang,. the Katsuragi: at 
Mokubs, 








the Maya; at Shanghai, th 
Tsukushi ; at Tk, kagi ; at Hakukyo, 
the Chokai; and at Shinagawa, the T'swubu. 





‘Tae Kobe Chronicle, says :—The Ger- 
man .ship Erik Rickmers, Capt-Wurth- 
mann, has made a record passage from 
Philadelphia to Kobe. Sho left Phila: 
delpliia for Kobe, on Novembor,the 3rd, 
and arrived horo on the 6th of March, thu: 
making the passigo to Kobe sround: Aus: 

German , barque 
Pisagia, Capt. C. Bablke, has also mada.an 
excellent parsaze to Kohe. | She left Phila- 
delphia for Kobe, taking the route atound 
Australia, on November tho 2nd and arrived 
here on the 13th aking the pa 
in 131 days. ‘The Brik Rickmers is a, ship 
of 1,999 tons, and the Pisagua a batq 
of 2,763. tons. , TI (e, passage 20 
Japan around Australia during the ‘winter 
(from October to April) in, the Tast 
ra is about 170 days. 
en the, heading “Tho. Russians in 
the Jupan Mail says :— 
Novoye Vremyc, of. St,. Petersburg, 
lated for an. American . journal, 

































ean troops nmaber only 6,000. 
The former .teuchers. of this little army 
ro Americans and Japa who had no 

tnising. its efficiency... They 
ware atisfied,to’ draw their pay..and.glad 
that the Coreans did not ask them to.do 
more. Since October last, however, .Rus- 
i joned ,aflicers. 
el Pin 
jata, and a now spirit has come over,the 
soldiers. When the first .gymnastic -ap. 
paratus. was put. up,..the Minister of | 
War refiised to.‘ supply, the necessary 
ropes. He. feared. that.the Russians were 
about to torture, his, men. , ‘The Coreans 
‘are not.fond of exe: ‘and many left tho 
army, despite the good. pay offered thom, 



























when they were shown tho..use of .the 
apparatus. Now, however, they .begin to 
like, their work. The. Sintatai, the life-, 


guards, are going through .their athletic: 
exorcise as well as if they. were Germans, | 
and the Corean officers are so well satisfied 
that they threaten to leave if the Russians 
are dismissed. ‘The soldiers aro now well 
fed, and as, in the opinion of the Coréans, 
bravery is the result of a fall stomach ‘only, 
they are no longer afraid of the Japandse. 
Tho American advisers of the King will- 








now ‘soon be sent out of the country, as-| 
F : 





re no longer of service. “The Japan- 
e; of course, do not like this Russian 
influence ; they fear that it will make their. 
struggle for the possession ‘of Corea 
dificult. 

‘* A Russian school has been opened in 
Seoul, whére instruction is given free. | 
The pupils are boarded free; too. ,There 
of them, between thi 
ages -of thirteen and thirty-five. Lik 














‘The .Cabinet-Council has approved ‘the 
»Budgetdrawn:-up. by Count Inouye; -the| 
‘Financial -Minister, ‘and: it has-been Jaid 





all Coreans, thé pupils.:take a lively 
interest..in politics. . Whenever. Russia | 






the 









of Russian is 





‘graph sertices, in the custom-house, and 
trade. Russian is'learned by the Coreans 
in view of coming events. Russia's 
enemies in Corea, the Americans ‘and 
Japanese, have commiand of muck money, 
and it could be. wished: that Russia would 
take care to extend systematically the 
work begun in her interest.” " 

‘The Russian journal supposes Japan to 
bo “struggling for the possession of Corea.” 
It. is an idle supposition, in our opinion. 
The Japaneso are. a kind of  bugbear to 
some folks at present, and perhaps it is in 
their. intorest that they should bear that 
charactor, but:there is‘good renaon.to doubt 
whether ‘they hare. risen..quite. to .tho 
heights of ambition.on which the imagina- 
tion of their critics places them. 

‘Puz following is the finding of tho-Naval 
Court of Eniquiry, held at the British Con- 
sulate, Yokohama, into the recent collision 
between: the-P. & O. steamer Borneo and 
the Japanese steamer Wayo'Marn 

After a prelude setting focth the circum- 
stances brought out by the.evidence pro- 
duced, the Court foynd that the, prime 
cauro of the collision was, that the other 
vessel (the I7ayn Maru) attempted to enter 
the harbour in the ditection in which, she 
did, ata high rate of speed, while the 
Boye was confined by tho shipping’and 
the breakwater ip getting out, of the 
harbour. 

‘The master of the Borneo, Fitzhugh C.A: 
Lyon, appears to have navigated the ressol 
inaseamanlike manner and when cazualty 
was inevitable to have, done everything in 
his power to mitigate ‘it. ‘The conduct of 
the officers and crew. appears. to have been 
satisfactory and proper discipling maintain- 
ed. ‘The expenses of the Coiurt'were fixed 
at £16.4.9, which were approved and must 
be paid by the master, F.C. A: Lyon, as 
one of the partiés thereto. 


‘Tax Seoul Independent of the 8th instant 



































s._ Ohangriong. brings news of a 

rising in Quelpart against; the Governor, 

When the. steamer arrived at the port. of 

Quolpart a Jargedisorderly crowd assombled 

at the: shore and as no boat put off to the 

steamor a gig was lowered to take the fow- 
passengers on shore. Whon the boat near- 

ed, tho landing the mob ordered the boat to 

approach, saying they had some questio 

to ask. Seoing the aggressive attitude.of 
the crowd, tho second officer who was 
charge of the boat thought it most prudent 
to put back for the steamer, and ong of. thy 
passengers swara ashore. ‘The others p e- 
ferred to yo to Mokpo. ; 

‘After awhile a boat approaching tho 
steamer from anotber direction .caused x 
great turmoil amongst the crowd. They 
hurriedly put, out boats to intercept. this 
oat, but failing turned back.:.‘The Assist- 
ant Goyernor or second official of the island 
was on hoard and said the people hind risen 
and attacked the Governor and he.could 
nat say whether he is still alive or not. 

‘The.captain wecing. that there was no 
prospect -of getting. any freight or more 
passengers left the island. 

‘The, Assistant Governor will go to Seoul 
to report the matter and get troops to quell 
the rising. 

- ToxGEING papers announce that the Ban- 
que de I'Indo-Chine is about to open & 
Uranch in Shanghai; that: M. Rocher, 
Consul, so woll-known in China for many 
Jearr, is appointed to Liverpool ; atid that 
two French Commissions are to travel in 
Yuninan, surveying routes for the new rail- 
way, one by way of Méngtze, Chienchang, 
i nfu, and Wutingchou to the Yangtze, 
her" by- Caobang, Kuangnanfu, and 
thence by M- Rocher's route in 1871 to the 
Yangtze ; and: thé two commissions retura 
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together by a third route parallel to the 
two first-mentioned. 

A retecgam in a Tongkin; 
mentions that Quoen Victoria embarked at 
Portsmouth at noon on the 11th instant, 
for Cherbourg, on her way'to the Riviera. 

“In mentioning the departure from Eu- 
rope of Bishop Anzer of Shantung, the 
Straits Times adds that it is to his advice 
that the Chinese owe the seizure by Ger- 
many of Kiaochou Bay. 

A Sr. Petersburg telegram states that 
the Yaroslus, s steamzhip belonging to the 
Rusian Volunteer Fleet, which was recently 
transporting several hundred convicts to 
the penal settlement in Saghalien, had a 
arrow cape from falling into tho posses: 
sion of these criminals, who had formed 
‘a plot for the massacre of the officers and 
crew, with the exception of the commander, 
whom they intended to spare in order that 
he might navigate the vessol to within 
bt of the Japanese coast, where they 
intended to kill him, too, before landing 
and making good their eseape. The plot 
‘was, however, discovered in good time, 
owing to the disclosures made by one of the 
convicks, who. had refused to take part in 
it, 


Tae Westminster Budget says:—Tho 
Empress Frederick and her son the 
Emperor William aro now on excellent 
terms, and her Majesty lias taken a vory 
rominent part in all the Court and State 
unctions at Berlin during the Iast month. 
At the banquet which followed the Chapter 
of the Knights of the Order of the BI 
Engle, the Empress and her eldest son sat 
together in the place of honour under a 
canopy of Imperial purple. At the Em- 
peror’s birthday banquet (when the reign- 
ing Empress, made her frst appearance at 
Court since her illness) his Majesty con- 
ducted the Queen of Saxony, while King 
‘Albert entered with the Emptoss, and the 
King of Wirtemberg camo in with the 
Empresa Frederick, who had discarded 

ep mourning for the first time since 
of the Emperor William I. She 
was dressed in grey satin, with exquisite 
Jace and magnificent pearls and diamonds. 
‘The Empress Frederick wore the Order of 
Louise of Prussia and St. Catherine of 
Russia, with the Royal Order of Victoria 
and Albort, and the Saxe-Coburg and 
Gotha family Order. ‘The Empress Frede- 
rick will come to England on a visit to the 
Queen when sho leaves Berlin, and 
intends to spend soversl weeks during 
the spring at Florence, Rome, and Naples, 
where she is to moot the Duke and Duchess 
of Sparta, who are about to leave Greece 
fora year. 


‘Tax following ix Capt. Sigsbeo's acoount 
of tho Maine disaster, as given to » 
correspondent of the Associated Press :— 


“On the night of the explosion I had 
not retired. I was writing letters. I find 
it” impossible to describe the sound or 
shock, but the impression remains of some- 
thing awe-inspiring, terrifying, of noise, 
rending, vibrating, all-perva 
is nothing in the former expe 
anyone on board to measure the explosion. 
After the first great shock I cannot myself 
recall how many sharp detonations I heard 
—not more than two or thi 
my ship was gone. 
the Maine, the effects of such an explosion 
sre not for a’ moment in doubt. 
my way through the long pass 
dark, groping from sde to side, to tho 
hatchway, and thence to the poop, being 
among the earlicst to reach the spot. As 
soon as I recognised the officers, I ordered 
the high explosives to be flooded, and I 
then directed that the boats available be 
Jowered to rescue the wounded or drown- 
ing. Discipline, in a perfect measure, 
prevailed. ‘There was no more confusion 
than a call to quarters would produce, if 
as much. Isoon saw by the light of the 
fiames, that all my officers and crew left 







































alive on board surrounded me. I esnnot 
form suy idea of the time, but it seemed 
five minutes from the time I reached the 
poop until I left, the Iastman it was possible 
to reach having been saved. It must have 
been three-quarters of an hour or more, 
however, from the amount of work done. 
The officers and men worked togethor 
lowering the boats, and the gig took some 
time to lower. Idid not notice the rain 
of débris described by Lieutenant Blandin 
and others, who were on deck at the time 
of the first explosion. But I did observe 
the explosion of the fixed ammunition, and 
wonder that more were not hurt thereby. 
Without going beyond the limits of what 
was proper in the harbour of a friendly 
Power, I always maintain precautions 
against attack, and tho quarterwatch was 
ordered to have ammunition for the smaller 
guns ready to hand, o that, in the improba- 
ble event of an attack on the ship, it would 
have been found ready. It was this 

ition which exploded as the heat 






Mx. A. J. Witsox, who is anything but 
a Jingo, says in a recent issue of the 
Investors’ Review: 

Lord Sslisbury's statenient in the House 
of Lords on Tuesday night may appeat 
astiafactory to all except those who know 
anything about the affairs in the Far East. 
Ho mado it clear enough that the port of 
‘Talienwan, over which so much fuss has 
been made, was used merely as an engine 
of diplomacy for the purpose of clearing up 
an ambiguous position. But is this posi- 








Kk} tion cleared up? We doubt it much. 


Both Russia and Germany had seized 
places on the Chinese coast, with the 
apparent intention of converting them into 
exclusive depéts for their own ships of 
war and commerce. It was quite on the 
cards that France would follow their ex- 
ample, and therefore the British Govern- 
ment was under the necessity of taking 
steps to oblige these Powers to declare 
themselves. Our Ambassador at Peking 
put forward our treaty rights in opposition 
to the exclusive attitude of Germany and 
Russia, and suggested the opening of 
Talienwan as a treaty port. The move was 
excellent, and it has resulted in ‘*Stale- 
mate.” “We shall mako our ports free,” 
quoth the Powers, and Lord Salisbury thank- 
fully accepts. “A free port is better than 
a treaty port,” he told the House of Lords, 
‘That doctrine, with all respect to him, is 
mischievous nonsense. A treaty port means 
a port whose commerce is regulated by the 
European maritime customs service of 
China, a service which guarantees equal 
rights to all comers. A ‘free port” 
means whatsoever Germany or Russia 
pleases—free while we watch and grumble, 
closed when our attention is elsewhere. 
‘At other points in the game wo also seem 
to have come off second-best. Our troaty 
rights have been recognised in form and 
undermined in reality. ‘The equality of all 
the Powers before the Chinese is broken, 
and the patch-up now come to might very 
easily be the prelude toa fight. Well may 
the Standard speak out against such an 
exhibition of ‘‘ fustian and funk.” 

This is it seems to us an exceedingly able 
‘and common-sense summary of the situa- 
tion. It seems, as we have said before, 
that our Government is contenting itself 
with promises, while our Continental com- 
petitors are going off with the pudding. 

‘Tae Vancouver World of the 2ist ult. 
contains a long account of the sailing of 
the ‘big steamer” Pakshan, ‘about the 
largest vessel on the Northern route,” for 
the Yukon, with passengers, stores, 
“horses, sleighs, and men in fur coats, 
heavy clothing, and other unmistakable 
signs of their destination.” She took about 
100 passengers from Victoria and about 175 
from Vancouver, and must have been fairly 
‘crowded, and was to 

















sengers and freight at Nanaimo, where she 


‘an aground, but got off without injury. 


additional pas- | tai 





Harper's Weekly says in an editorial 
paragraph on the 12th ult.:— There seems 
to be some fear in England that the British 
Goveroment will recede from the splendid 
position in which Sir Michael Hicks-Beach 
placed it. Russia is threatening by moving 
troops into Manchuria, and is even moving 
towards the frontier of Afghanistan ; but 
every friend of freedom and civilisation 
will hope that the insistence of the English 
Press will convince Lord Salisbury that for 
‘once his foreign policy may be safely of 
that manly kind which once made Great 
Britain the dominating force of Europe.”— 
sa pendant to this we may draw attention 
to Linley Sambourne’s cartoon in Punch. 
In the background the Russian Bear is 
attacking the Chinese Dragon. The British 
Lion is reposing under a rock on which the 
‘American Eagle is sitting. ‘The cartoon is 
entitled ‘* Moral Support,” and the Eagle 
says to the Lion: © What! Not going to 
fight for free ports? Why, if you'd wanted 
backing, I'd ha’ sat tight here and flapped 
my wings for all they’re worth !”—But we 
have no doubt that if it comes to fighting 
for freedom of trade the American Eagle 
will not limit its support to wing-flapping. 

‘Tae New York Journal of Coane of 
the 19th ult, has a very interesting dis- 

toh, dated the previous day, from ite 
Washington correspondent, which seems 
to indicate that the U.S. Government like 
the British are at present being satisfied 
by promises as to the protection of Ameri- 
can trade in China, Tho correspondent 














read and carefully considered. 
Administration is not indifferent,” was his 
emphatic assurance, and he intimated that 
the President himeelf was cordially enlisted 
on the side of the protection of American 
interests. Judge Day also admitted in 
guarded Ianguage the accuracy of the 
statements made in these dispatches early 
in the week regarding the assurances 
given our Government by Russia and Gor- 
many. The right of the United States to 
freedom of trade upon an equal plane with 
all other nations was prosented to the 
Courts of Berlin and St. Potorsburg and 
was acknowledged and assured by their 
Ministera of Foroign Affairs upon substanti- 
ally the basis of tho assurances given to 
Great Britain and referred to recently by 
Lord Salisbury in Parliament. Judge Day 
did not state these facts in detail to-day, 
but his diplomatic references to the subject 
confirmed the belief of his caller 
accuracy of the dispatches already published. 
Mr. Frazat set forth the magnitude and 
possibility of our trade relations with China 
and proffered any assistance which it might 
be in the power of the China committee of 
the Chamber of Commerce to render in 
obtaining facts or suggesting measures, 
Judge Day assured him that this assist. 
ance would be gladly welcomed, but that 
he did not think any further steps were ro- 
wuired just at present. He suggested that 
the committee might confer ih init 
Conger on his a1 
his way to his new post at Peking, and 
would probably be able to give him many 
Taluable suggestions, as well as to establish 
cordial relations with him for the future. 
It is not thought necessary at the State 
Department that any action should be taken 
by Congress at the present time in regard 
to European intervention in Chins, but 
several Senators have expressed a willing- _ 
ness to act if the necessity arose. Mr. 
Frazar called on Senator Lodge of Massa- 
chusetts, a member of the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, and this evening enter- 
ined at dinner at the Arlington the 
ter of the Kingdom of Cores, of 
which he is Consul-General at New York: 
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Hiiscellancons Articles. 


RUSSIA, COREA AND JAPAN. 
7 22nd Mar. 
Wuen the news was received by wire 
by one of our evening contemporaries 
that Russia had withdrawn the financial 
adviser and the military instructors 
whom she had lent to Corea, this action 
of Mr. de Speyer, the Russian Minister, 
seemed so incomprehensible, that we 
forebore conimenting on it until we 
received fuller information. ‘This has 
now reached us in the newspapers 
brought by the Lmpress of China and 
the Melbourne, and we can only imagine 
that the Japan Mail is right in at- 
tributing’ it to Mr. de Speyer’s having 
been attacked by a fit of hysteria. ‘he 
Independent of the 12th instant trans- 
lates from the Corean text the dis- 
patch on the subject seat by the Russian 
Minister to the Corean Foreigu Office 
on the 7th instant, as follows :— 
“Recently I have been ivformed that 
there exists a deplorable condition of 
affairs in Seoul, many idlers among your 
people claiming to be gifted politi 
create disturbance by opposing Russian 
interests, ‘This state of affairs natu- 
rally causes great surprise to my Impe- 








» rin! Sovereign, the Emperor of Russia, 


‘At the request of your Imperial Sove- 
reign and your Government, the Russian 
Government had sent military instrac- 
tors to drill the soldiers and to guard 
the paluce, and an adviser for your 
Finance Department. ‘Lhis action on 


the part of my Government plainly in-| 


dicates Russia’s intention of helping 
your country as a neighbour and her 
desire to strengthen your independence. 
But yonr Government did not seem to 
appreciate the importance of Russia's 
action ut the time and now your Govern- 
ment freely prevents Russia from accom- 
plishing the advantages and beneficial 
results for your country which she inten 
ded, ‘I'he present attitude of your Gov- 
ernment is so plain that Russia cannot 
endure this condition much longer. 
Wherefore my Emperor has gracionsly 
ordered me to report fully to your Em- 
petor aird ingnire of your Government 
definitely whether Corea still desires to 
be benefited by Russia’s help or not ; 
and if the military instructors aud 
finance adviser are nob considered 
necessary by your Emperor and your 
Governméut, my Government will make 
some other necessary arrangement ac- 
cording to the circumstances, but y« 
Government must maintain your 
dependence in the future according to 
its ability. I am awaiting your reply 
and hope it will be received within 
twenty-four hours, and I further re- 
quest Your Excellency .to report to 
your Empero® that I desire to obtain 
am audience with him for the purpose 
of informing him of the instructious I 
have received from my Imperial Sover- 
eign concerning this matter.” 

"Phe reasons that actuated Mr. de 
Speyer in his coup are supposed to be 
the attempted assassination of Kim, the 











Russian interpreter, the anti-Russian 
memorial addressed to the Emperor of 
Corea by the Independence Cinb, and 
the Cabinet's protest against the 
course pursued by the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs in agreeing to lease a 
large tract of land on Deer Island, 
Fasan, to Russia without consulting his 
colleagues—this is the Japan Bfail's 
summary. It will he remembered 
that when the acting Foreign Minister 
Min Yong-muk, had made this single- 
handed concession to Russia he re- 
signed, but the Emperor re-appointed 
him two days afterwards. On this the 
rest of the Cabinet resigned, stating in 
their memorial that: “ We have coun- 
tersigned his re-appointment because 
we consider that it was your Majesty’s 
wish to have him in the Cabinet 
again, But if we do not resign 
our positions under the circumstances, 
even if we are insignificant beings, we 
cannot be inconsistent. Moreover we 
consider that one Minister will be enough 
for transacting all Government busi- 
ness, and we ought to leave the 
Government without delay. ‘Therefore 
we hereby send joint resignations and 
hope your gracious Majesty will xecept 
the same.” ‘T'o this memorial the Ew- 
peror replied :-—"You havealrendy coun- 
tersigned this re-appoiutment and again 
sending in this joint resignation does not 
seem tous to be consistent and it seems 
to us unwise, We are sorry becanse of 
your action, You ought to understand 
our reason for relieving him temporarily 
and reappointing him again.” 

‘hen the Foreign Minister sent in 
his resignation, on the ground (we are 
quoting from the Seoul Independent) 
that the impossibility of his accepting 
the position had beew manifested by the 
officials ax well as tha people. His 
Majesty replied as follows: “We have 
recently accepted your resignation and 
we: immediately re-appointed you for 
good rensons.. Your desire of resigning 
a second time seems to result from an 
indisposition to bear criticism. You 
need not say anything more and must 
tnke np your duties immediately.” 
‘Then the rest of the Cubinet deter- 
mined to resign again, and this drew 
froin the Emperor the following edict :-— 
“ We have already forbidden the officials 
who are reported to be taking steps to 
send in a memorial but now we hear that 
the Councillors of State intend to me- 
morialise us again. Is the practice of 
memorialising the ‘Throne the only 
business the Council does? The con- 
timnance of this practice after our 
previons decrees seems to us entirely 
uncslled-for. No such memorial will 
be accepted hereafter.” 

Apparently Mr. de Speyer’s intention 
was to so alarm the Emperor and his 
Cabinet by his threat of the withdrawal 
of Russian support, that they ‘anid 
engerly repudiate the charge of nn 
friendliness, and assure him with bated 
breath and whispering hambleness that 
they had no desire whatever to do with- 
out Russia’s protection ; but if so, he 

















has been hoist with his own petard. ‘Iie! 





anti-Russian feeling of all the members 
of the Cabinet except the Foreign 
Minister was strengthened by a great 
open-air meeting in Seoul-attended by 
souie eight thousand Coreans held on 
Main Street, near the Bell-house, on the 
10th. The chairman was a Corean, 
one of the principal merchants in Seoul, 
and the whole proceedings show the 
strides. that the population of Seoul is 
making in civilisation, ‘I'he object of 
the meeting was to express to the 
Foreign Minister the popalar opinion 
that Corea, while grateful to finale 
for her past services, could do without 
Mr. Alexeieff and the military instruc- 
tors, and, as we learn from the Indepen 
dent, it was resolved unanimously amid 
much excitement aud applause that 
the following communication should be 
sent to the Foreign Department :— 

“To his Excellency, the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Mia Youg-muk ; 

“Sm—We, the undersigned, are 
authorised by the mass meeting of the 
people of Corea to inform Your Ex- 
cellency that the people desire the 
Government to reply to the dispatch of, 
the Russian representative concerning 
the military instructors and finance 
adviser that they shall be relieved from 
their engagements for the sake of 
maintaining our independent sovereign 
righis, We pray Your Excellency to 
consider the wishes of the people in 
deciding this question. . 

“ March 10th, second year of Kavgiau, 
“Yo Seung-man, 
“Chang Bung, 
“Hyen Kong-yem, 
“ Citizen Committee.” 

The Independent adds that “consi- 
dering the immense, number of people 
assembled the meeting was an orderly 
one aud the addresses were moderate 
in tone, and any inflammatory demons- 
tration was immediately suppressed by 
the leaders, ‘There were many foreign * 
spectators, among whom the Russian 
representative and his staff were in- 
terested onlookers.” 

A Japanese vernacular paper, the 
Tokio Asahi, says that this recent 
assertion of independence by Corea 
marks the success of the efforts of the 
representatives of England, the United 
States and Japan, and it adds that now 
that these Powers have induced Corea 
to give a decisive reply to Russia, they 
are bound to accept the responsibility 
of helping Corea to the utmost extent, 
But while the recent visit of a British 
equadrun to Chemulpo has, no doubt, 
helped greatly to stiffen the Coreans, 
it is unlikely that the representatives 
of the Powers mentioned interfered to 
direct in any way Coren’s decision. 

One explanation of Mr. de Speyer’s 
action is that he desired to please 
Japan, and so induce her to withdraw 
her opposition to Russian designs in 
China; bnt we should think that in 
vain would this net be spread in the 
sight of such a wary bird as Mar- 
quis Ito. We rather fook upon it that 
Mr. de Speyer tried o bold stroke, and 
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it has failed, aud that the Government 
in St, Petersburg, as the Japan Mail 
suggests, “ will not care to eudorse Mr. 
de-Speyer’s procedure very vigorously.” 
‘Phat Russia, after all she has done, will 
quietly leave Corea to Japan, is not 
very probable. She will probably let 
things drift fer a little while, confident 
that. the poor, vacillating Emperor 
will come round to her again before 
long. It ix noticeable on the one 
hand that the guard at the Russian 
Legation at Seoul has just been donb- 
led; and on the other, that, apparently 
with the view of proving that it is not 
Russian advice alone of which Corea 
wishes: to be independent, the latter 
has also given notice of dismissal to 
Colonel Nienstead, one of her American 
military advisers, Meanwhile, Japan 
has a splendid chance to regain xome of 
her lost iifluence, if her Minister, Mr. 
Kato, uses the opportunity with 
cretion and gentleness. 























WHa'’ AMERICANS THINK OF 
‘THEMSELVES. 
. "28rd Mar. 
Ir was n Scotch post who wrote the 
immortal lines :— 

“0 wad some power the giftie gie us, 

‘Yo eee otirselves as others see ns.” 

Such aspirations are, as we shall sea, 
less necesvary south of the weed and 
neross the herring-pond than they are 
in Scotland, For whatever we inay 
think of the 

“and of brown heath and shagey 
wood, 

Land of the mountain snd the flood,” 
the Scot never abuses it. He leaves 
it, Never in our experience have we 
come across such home traths told of 
Scottish people by Scotsmen as are of 
everyday occurrence in England aud 
tho United States. Probably gave 
iment by party is largely to blame for 
it. But however that may be, it can- 
not be gainsaid that the two countries 
last named need fear no temptation to 
think ton highly of themselves, if they 
will ouly take heed to the jeremiada, 
the philippics, and the pessimism of 
their own poople. It is quite possible— 
Woare open to correction on this point— 
that the enormous growth of the recently 
published American dictionary, with a 
hundred thousaud more words than 
Webster, is due to the invention of 
such political sling as “mugewamp, bull- 
dozing, carpet-bagging,” and the like. 
Whether that be so or not, we are 
prepared to stake onr all on the state- 
ment, that there is uot 2 Democratic 
journalist but is up to date with the 
newest of them, and that his Republican 
confrires are uot 4 whit behind 

It is a most astonishing thing to an 
outsider that Americans should ever be 
able to hold up their heads at all, if 
they pay any attention to what theirown 
papers say of them. But that of course 
they do not, and hence the sensitiveness 
to outside criticism, ‘The American 
nation asa whole, uot perhaps the best- 
informed circles, but the great majority 




















who have ssa rule ig but na 
opinion to guide them, are keenly alive 
to the criticism of their British or French 
visitors, ‘They seem to think that by 
this means they may know something 
of the good points which Democrat 
denies to Republican and Republican 
refuses ta Democrat. It goes without 
saying that no foreign critic ever was 
capable of the sweeping criticism for 
which there is so much native precedent, 
No Englishman has ever found American 
Society “worse than that of Imperial 
Rome,” neither has he described every 
American political institution ay “a 
mixture of bribery amt falsehood ce- 
mented by corruption.” He has even 
fonnd things to admire in the manicipal 
affairs of New York, and has expressed 
his belief that there are Americans in 
political life as clenu-handed as Brit- 
ishers in similar circumstances, Bat 
to do this he has had to speak in 
direct: contradiction to many of his 
American fellow-critics,; who for years 
have held up their institutions to ridi- 
cule and contempt ; have hedanhed the 
reputations of eminent. mon, and be- 
fouled the fair fame of society women; 
who would have us believe that to be « 
politician in the American sense is to 
cease to be a gentlemen in the sense 
that Englishman underst it; and 
that members of Manici aa, State 
legislatures, and even of Congress itself 
are all afflicted with the disease which 
Shakespeare in Julius Caesar designates 
by the term an “itching palm.” Much 
more of this kind of critical abuse 
might ba referred to, bat the above 
must suffice. Should an Englishman 
bring 9 spicy paragraph to the wntice 
of an American friend, the reply. is x 
stereotyped one: “You mustu’t take 
that sort of thing seriausly, Nohudy 
does, Our papers think it amart; bat 
it doesn’t deceive anybody.” If the 
Britisher retort : “ But are there no libel 
laws in your land?" the reply is 
equally stereotyped: “That's only a fair 
sample of our criticism of public man. 
If they don’t like it they can resign.” 

But there ara diswdvantages, a 
Harper's Weekly points ont. e 
member of Senate who by-aud-by  be- 
comes Minister of Foreign Affairs is 
givén, as Sherman has sometimes done, 
to talk too plainly in diplomatic affairs, 
mhereupon the more formal Europeans 
shrug their shoulders at the fresh ont- 
burst of Western rudeness, and Amo- 
rican travellers who know what “ good 
form ” is, are reduced to the humili: 
necessity of explaining that this peca- 
liarly characteristic action of the West- 
ern diplomat must not bg held to mean 
all that it says. ‘This is the “ He's-all- 
right-when-you-kuow-hiwn ” sort. of apu- 
logy, and, as Harper's says, must be 
distinetly “humiliating.” 

The article to which we refer takes 
its home readers to task other 
grounds. ‘They are lacking in civilisn- 
tion, it says, and in proof thereof 
addaces the defiance and contempt for 
law exemplified in the horribly brutal 
cases of lynching, Here a; wo'one 







































































from the outside could s: thing 
atronger than the best papers of the 
States. Lynching is-held- up: to- the 
reprobation it deserves; but there xre 
scores and liundreds of other sheets 
which uot only defend, but glory in 
these disgraceful outbursts ; “and 
ministers of the Guspel have not been 
w: to juin in the proof that they 
and their congregations as well as.the 
editors of their papers do indeed lack 
civilisation as this writer above refer- 
red to declares. 

But it was ever so in Anglo-Saxon 
lands, Do yon want to know what you 
really are? Ask your brother. Has 
asociety belle too great n faith in her 
own charms, the same brother will tell 
her the homely trath. But—she will 
not take it seriously. Neither does any 
land take to heart the plain advice.of 
its own sons, If there be no othur es- 
cape from a pebulinrly painful dileinma, 
we fall back upon “the system,” which 
like « corporation has no soul to be 
naved, wor body to be kicked. Even 
in business matters everything is not 
ad it shonkd be in the States, Pro- 
tection has done much to set the 
consumer against the producer, and to 
this is doubtless due soma of the 
virulence in the endless attncks npon 
trusts, plutocrats, and maunfacturers 
generally. Puck govs farther, and in 
a recen’ ne declares that order to 
sell their wares American mannfacturars 
do not hesitate to stanp to the dodye of 
plucing deceptive labelt upon them with 
the legends “Made in England,” ‘or 
“Made in Gormany,” ns the case may 
be. ‘This, if it be trae—for Puck 
may by referring merely to Republic 
mannfacturers—is quite a come dow” 
for the native home of artificial eggs 
and woaden nutmegs. It argues defent 
—1 word which is to be found in the 
biggest of American dictionaries ouly 
for reference to foreign lauds. It is 
an acknowledgment that as yat the 
mother country can more than hold 
her own in some things against her 
giaut son, As Britishers, of course wo 
knew this before, but it is a distinct 
sign of progress for Uncle Sam’s enmic 
papers to acknowledye it, Nothing is 
so helpful to “getting on” as a clvar 
knowledge of whut is keeping ns back, 

In glancing at Amerienns’ opinions 
of Americans we are struck with their 
similarity to those of British for British, 
‘The main difference lies in the age of 
the two lands. England has come ta 
years of discretion, even us nations go, 
for centuries. ‘Nhe United States are 
growing, and have by no means arrived 
at, or near, maturity, but there are un- 
mistakeable signs that the young giant 
of the West is to follow very closely in 
the footsteps of his hoary old parent. 
We shall be more than pleased when 
the following is finished, and the two 
march onward side by side, and hand - 
in hand. 
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THE ‘PARTITION: OF CHINA. 
24th Mar. 
‘Tne extinction of China’s independence 
and the partition of the country among 
the European Powers, may be said to 
live been decided upon in principle 
when Russia, France, and Germany in- 
terfered to save the Ligotung peninsula 
from Japan ; and it will always be to 
Lord Rosebery’s credit that he refused 
to be a party to that great piece of 
hypocrisy, not to call it treachery. 
Mrenchery it really was, for Russia un- 
doubtedly had made up her mind then 
that she would: take what she was pro- 
fessedly restoring to China, and France 
and Germany, no doubt, intended to 
have territorial compensation as well aa 
any other proofs of gratitude in the 
way of tramway and railway con- 
cessions, commissions to, reconstruct 
arsenals, etc., that they could extort from 
Peking. England has beew working 
hard but unavailingly to prevent the 
spoliation of China, for our rulers know 
in their hearts that whatever promises 
may be made to them, spontaneously 
or otherwise, as to the freedom of the 
ports to be acquired by Continental 


Powers, sooner or later means will be | 7 


found by the new owners to specially 
favour their own trade, for, as they 
justly plead, wherever trade ‘is free to 
all the world England gets the lion’s 
share, Recent Reuter’s telegrams show 
that Lord Salisbury has been doing 
what he could by diplomatic means to 
keep Chinn open and preserve her 
integrity, but even the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer’s recent threat that we 
should safegnard these advantages 
“yen ut the cost of war” does not 
seem to have had the effect expected. 
Three weeks ago Mr, Curzon stated in 
the House of Commons that the British 
policy was to prevent or postpone the 
disruption of China as long as possible, 
that the seizure of Chinese territory 
formed no part of our present polic 

and that we could not approve such a 
policy on the part of others, We also 
learnt that the Government was nego- 
tinting with Russia and Germany with 
a view to the embodiment of this 
policy in a formal diplomatic document. 
‘the reply to this was Russia's demand 
for a lense of Port Arthur and ‘Ta- 
Tienwan and the’ right to’ build a 
railway actoss Mauchurie. ‘The Times 
met this with a leading article 
stating that never since’ the Crimean 
‘War were the British people less 
disposed to brook an infringement of 
their rights, and that they are con- 
vinced of the justice of theirr cause 
and of the magnitude of the issues 
both in China and West Africa, This 
was a hint to both Russia and 
France, and it was shortly afterwards 
accentuated by the statement of so sober 
a politician as Mr. Goschen, speak- 
ing asa Minister of the Crown, 
that the uation may look forward 





Awith increasing confidence that if 


there is to be peace, then it will 
be peace with honour, and if there 
should be war, which God forbid, 


|.the present. (I 


wat will be crowned with victory. Itj 


is ‘nearly a mouth since M. Hanotaux 
gave our Ambassador in Paris the 
comforting assurance that there was 
not the slightest intention on the 
part of France of imitating Germany 
in seizing a naval base in China; 
and now we learn that France has de- 
manded a port on the coast of Kuang- 
tung—of course on a lease,—the un- 
dertaking that the southern provinces 
of China shall not be alienated to any 
other Power, and the right to continue 
the ongking railway system to Yun- 
nanfn, whence it is to be continued to 
the Yangtzs, If we are not now face 
to face with the partition of China, we 
at least see the shadow which it casts 
before it. 

China being already a bundle of 
sticks very loosely tied together, the 
proposal of the division of these sticks 
among the Foreign Powers has no such 
effect on the country as a whole as the 
partition of Poland had on the Poles, 
to take an instance. ‘I'he native paper 
to which we referred the other day has, 
it appears, an isgue in Macao, which is 
enlled the Tche-sin-pao, or The Re- 
former China, aud this paper has recent~ 








iy published what it says is a circular 
letter from the French Government with 
a plun for the division of China, trans- 
lated from a Japanese paper of the 
12th of January. ‘The preamble men- 
tions the weakness of the ‘I'nrtar Go- 
vernment, and it goes on to say: “Of 
late years European Powers have taken 

veral ports in China situated on the 
ja or near the rivers, Although th 
occupation may have caused some in- 
jury to the people, it is at the sume 
time to be commended, because it is 
made with the iutention of protecting 
the mil of inhabitants, But as 
‘a beginning. hus been made in the 
government of some territories, and 
in the construction of public works 
and useful arrangements, why should 
not the whole of China be divided, with 
clearly marked frontiers? ‘The matter 
seems urgent, aud we propose the 
following map as a desirable sketch of 
the projected division.” 

France shall take Kuangtang and 
Knangei, Yunnan, Hunan, and Fukien, 
in all five provinces, England will 
take Kiangsu and Kiangsi, Chékiang, 
Anhui, and Hupeb, in all five provinces. 

















Germany shall have Shantung and 
Honan; Russia shall take Shausi_ and 
Shensi. ‘The provinces of Szechuan, 


Kueichou, aud Kansn are neither civi- 
lised, populous, nor rich; they aro 
therefore to be left out of account for 
ihli and its capital are 
to be made a nentral State, governed 
by a Viceroy appointed by the accord 
of all the Powers. Japan is to be 
placated with a part of Fukien, which 
was constantly her prey during the 
Ming dynasty, and France is to have 
Hainan, whiie Macao is to still belong 
to Portugal. A conference of the 
representatives of the Powers is to be 








held at Nanking this Spring to deli- 
borate on this partition, ‘The supposed 


author of this proposal is the French 
Minister of Foreign Affairs. ‘The 
writer who sends it to the Ecko de 
Chine says that its author was trying 
to kill two birds with one stone; to 
rouse Chinese patriots against the 
‘Tartar Government which could allow 
the integrity of the empire to be so 
compromised; and to hold up to 
odiam the French Government, which 
is already distrusted owing to its 
protection of the Catholic missions. 
Phere are as many maps of par- 
titioned China in existence as there 
are minds, We know now that Franco 
wishes Knangtung, Kuangsi, Kueicho, 
and Yunnan reserved for future diges- 
tion; England has her eye on ‘the 
Valley of the Yangtze, which includes, 
wo presume, Kiangsu, Kiangsi, Ché- 
kiang, Auhui, Hupeh, Hunan, and 
Szechuan ; Germany wants Shantung ; 
and Russia Manchuria. ‘That some 
sich a division will take place before 
long, everybody believes ; there may be 
differences as to the details, but hardly 
the best friend of the people of China 
believes that it can be averted, nor is 
it certain that to avert it would be for . 
the best interest of the. people of 
China, England does not want China 
partitioned ; but we may not be able to 
prevent it, and must look out for 
ourselves when the time for it comes, 





THE GOVERNMENT OF CHINA. 
s 25ih Mar, 
Posstaty even the British Government 
is at last awake to the inconceivable 
corruption of what is known, for want 
of a more convenient term, as 
Government of this country. e 
rejection of the offer of a guaranteed 
loan because no bribes were forth- 
coming is too startling a revelation to 
be ignored, aud we hope it will free our 
diplomacy, once for all,.from the mis- 
conceptions which have weakened our 
position by promoting a policy of mis- 
understood conciliation. It is difficult 
to credit the Chinese with magnetic or 
mesmeric power, but undoubtedly some 
mysterious influence seizes upon most 
men who have close dealings with them 
for any length of time, and the later 
history of China has been curious’ 
instance of the’ readiness of the world 
to accept people at their own vociferat= 
ed value, ‘I'he contemptuous insolence 
with which Foreigu officials have been 
consistently treated was originally 
founded upon a: geunine feeling of 
superiority, but it has since been often 
assumed with success to hide a cotis- 
ciousness of weakness. ‘I'he effect has 
been remarkable. Minister after Minister 
has allowed himself, after a few 
undignified struggles, to be securely 
entangled in the folds of the sopo- 
tific net. whose meshes are ‘woven of 
plausibility and bloff. The absurd 
bogey of the Yellow Race, by which 
even a shrewd man of the world: like 
Lord Wolseley. was itupressed, has been 








paraded befuie us with awful traimpet- 
ings, and the still more’ ridiculous’ illys 
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sion of securing China as a friend and 
ally has ever been the cherished vision 
of our hypnotised diplomats—an empty 
phantosm which hes been skilfally 
furbished up with gaudy colours and 
tricked out with cheap tinsel by the 
astute but misguided foreizners who 
have acted as “go-betweens.” Unfor- 
tunately for China she has a neighbour 
who, being much of the same kidney, 
understands all about forts armed with 
imitation cannon and so forth, and is 
not in the least impressed by the very 
biggest words, And so the bladder has 
beon badly pricked, and the odour it 
has since emitted is none of the 
sweetest, 

Tt having been proved that China 
may be kicked with impunity, the gentle- 
men who have submitted for years with 
exemplary patience to insult and con- 
tumely are all becoming quite brave 
and venturesome. ‘I'hey even dare to 
send threats to the ‘'sungli Yamén 
without fear of the consequences. A 
man is never so brave us when he 
suddeuly discovers that what he has 
beev, in mortal fright of is perfectly 
harmless, and so there is just a fear 

* lest, in their new-born confidence, the 
Foreign Ministers may be so carried 
away by the delights of punching the 
bogey that they will smash it, and fiud 
out that after all Peking is uot China, 
‘Whe capital may be described as the 
focus of the corruption which streams 
from every yamén in the covatry. Its 
power is derived from the fact that it 
issues licenses to rob the people, on the 
understauding that it receives a share 
of the pelf ; and this power is supported 
by the licensees who are banded to- 
gether in self-defence. ‘I'he officials, in 
turu, derive their power from the horde 
of underlings who live on the crumbs 
which fall from their tables, aud so, 
from the greatest mandarin in Peking 
to the lowest yamén-runner or “brave,” 
the whole official element is cemented 
together, in opposition to the people, 
aml is animated by one pervading 
avin 








t—the love of gain. 

‘he Government of China and the 
people of China are thus two separate 
entities, ‘To speak, therefore, of the 
friendliness of Chiua is to use an empty 
form of words, aud it would be interest- 
ing to know what Mr. Curzon un- 
derstood by the term when, as reported 
in the telegram we published on the 
4th instant, he said that “the con- 
clusion of the loan with the Hongkong 
aud Shanghai Bank has proved the 
friendliness of China.” Mr, Curzon is 
the last man to admit that he has 
talked nonsense through ignorance, and 
we can only suppose that this absurd 


phrase was intended to deceive the| 


ignorant at home at the expense of 
insulting the intelligence of British 
residents in China. 


In China the adoption of an official | 


career is simply a commercial spscula- 
tiov, to which family and friends are 
prepared to contribute, ‘The preli- 
mivary expenses are heavy, aud the 
newly fledged mandarin takes up his 
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post. with all his thought and et 
directed to the acquisition of gain. 
Money he must have, in the first place 
to pay off the debt ke has incurred, and 
in the second to keep his post, obtain 
promotion, aud avoid disgrace. His 
aims are essentially practical. No 
transcendental theories regarding obli- 
gations to improve the condition of the 
people committed to his charge are 
permitted to distract his attention from 
the great business of his life, and duty 
to his country is an abstraction which 
he may be able to babble about in 
vague platitudes, but which has no 
concrete nce for him. ‘This is 
how we explain the singular fact that 
in the midst of intense national srro- 
gance and conceit the virtne of patriot- 
ism is wholly wanting. In negotiating 
for the loans, the mandarins in Peking 
have put on one side, as uninteresting 
to them personally, the political cou 
sequences likely to follow their actions, 
Their sole object has been to secure 
the greatest possible profit out of the 
needs of the country they have ruined. 
‘Two considerations have determined 
all their decisions. ‘The lender must 
be prepared to make them hand- 
some presents aud to demand no 
condition which would involve the 
control of any finances of whish they 
have had the fiugering. Is it wonderful 
if under such conditions, the provinces 
should show signs of discontent? Why, 
they may ask, should the meu who are 
responsible for China’s troubles now be 
making a profit ont of their misdeeds, 
while we have to surrender part of our 
recognised plunder from the likin to 
pay off the debts they have con- 
tracted ? 

‘The salvation of China would appear 
to depend on the establishment of a 
strong central government, but we must 
not be supposed to snggest that it 
should be composed of materials such 
as we have described. 




















RUSSIA, COREA, AND JAPAN. 
26th Mar. 
‘TueRE seems to be an impression 
among those who are conversant with 
the set of the political currents in 
Japan, that Mr. de Speyer's recent self- 
denying dispatch to the Emperor of 
{Corea was really actuated by the desire 
to give Japan a sop which would induce 
her not to interfere with Russian 
operations in China. ‘The only thing 
that the Franco-Russian alliance thinks 
it has to fear in the Far East is an 
offensive alliance between England 
and Japan, ‘I'he latter has not yet 
brought either her army or her na- 
vy up .to the standard she pro- 
j poses for herself, but even her 
present forces are quite sufficient to 
keep the Russians out of China, and to 
carry the war to Viadivostock ; and the 
English and Japanese fleets together 
jcould easily -lominate the Pacific. It 
appears to Russia then to be of the 
utmost importance that she should cou- 
ciliate Japan and prevent, if possible, ber 
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4 h England ; and to 
do this, Mr. de Speyer has been in- 
structed to throw over Corea, and leave 
it for Japan to pick up. Our own im- 
pression was that it would be vain for 
Russia to spread such a net as this 
in the sight of such a wary old bird 
as Marquis Ito. But to this it is 
auswered that Marquis Ito is not above 
taking to himself the credit, which he 
would get in Japan, of ousting Russia 
and re-establishing Japanese influence 
at Seoul. If there are unpleasant con- 
sequences hereafter, the wary Marquis 
will go out in a blaze of triumph, 
and allow these consequences to be 
shouldered by some wore ingenuous 
statesman, 

‘The programme is supposed to be, 
that China, with -the aid of the loan 
just contracted with the Hongkong aud 
Shanghai aud Deutsch-Asiatische Banks, 
shall pay off Japan in May, and ask 
for the immediate evacuation, as agreed, 
of Weihaiwei by the Japanese, Russia 
will then ask for Weihaiwei, as the 
Cassini Convention allows her to do ; 
and what Russia asks for, China has to 
grant sooner or later. Weihniwei is a 
very much better naval station than 
Port Arthur,. At the latter, in its 
present condition, there is only room 
for nine vessels altogether, while the 
largest fleet can ride in safety at 
Weihaiwei, Russia sented firmly at 
‘Talieuwan and Weihaiwei, and with 
the whole of Manchuria in her grasp, 
will hold the keys of North China, aud 
shecan then, when the time comes, move 
down again on Corea and resume her 
influence at Seoul, where she will again 
be welcomed, unless Japan’s treatment 
of tho Coreans is very different from 
what it was after the Inte war, 

‘The situation, if these surmises are cor- 
rect, aud we hope they are not, is a very 
serious one for England. ‘I'he conntry 
is unanimous in its determination to 
ptotect freedom of trade with the whole 
of China, and it is understood that to 
safeguard this freedom of trade the in- 
dependence aud integrity of China 
must also be secured. Cabinet Min- 
isters have been instracted to say that 
even at the cost.of war England will 
protect her treaty rights over the whole 
of China; but there has been n tacit 
understanding that Japan might berelied 
on to back up England in this policy, 
while the UnitedStates would lend moral 
support. If Japan has allowed herself 
to be bought off, as some think, the 
situation is seriously changed, It is 
not that England is uot fully strong 
enough to enforce whatever decision 
her Foreign Office may be driven 
to take; but the loss of Japan's 
co-operation on land would be a sensible 
one. Whatever may be Lord Salisbury’s 
official optimism, he knows that, as 
Mr. A. J. Wilson puts it, our treaty 
rights are being recoguised in form and 
undermined in reality. ngland.or Rus- 
sia has got to give way; the question, 








which it isto be, is distinctly com- 
plicated by Japan's attitude. ‘The latest 
Japanese papers remain strongly in 
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favour of an alliance with England, and 
it is to be hoped that those are wrong 
who think that Marquis ‘Ito will dance 
to the new tune which Mr. de Speyer 
has piped in Coren. 





Reviews, 


THE ENGLISH MAIL PAPERS. 
(ror THE WEEK ENDING THE 18TH OF FEB.) 
‘The Overland Mail states very plainly 


what are we believe the views held 
by, most nglsvepesking . residents in 
fhina :— 





Unless followed by  action—and that 
decided action—the declarations of the Go- 
vernment as to their resolution to maintain, 
unfettered and unrestricted by the action of 
the other Powars or by the bad faith of 
China, our tronty. rights and privileges in 

sped 





that ire would be useless. It is 

and bolleved. that, prossure i, belog put 
upon China to adopt the proposals of our Go- 
Yernment specially directed to secure the 
objects thus formulated. But while we are 
talking, the other Powers are continuing 
to maintain pretensions which are absolutely 
incompatible with the position our Ministers 
have taken up. What is wanted is not bold 
or menacing speeches, but a clear, definite 
Gecloration addressed’ to China and all the 
Powers—a demand from her of additional 
‘guarantees for the maintenance of our rights 
—a notice and warning to them that this 
country repudiates as to China the doctrine 
Of spheres of influence, and will oppose any 
‘attempts to give effect to any such doctrine. 
If other Governments decline to give us satis- 
factory assurances to that effect, we should 
at once proceed to secure our position by overt 
acts. ‘The issue is between our policy of 
“Hands Off” and the game of grab. Tt may 
be that all is being done which needs to 
be done ; but while the country is kept in the 
dark as to what is taking place, and words of 
doubtful import escape from Ministerial lip: 
‘and language which is very far from dubious 
is used by the Ministers of other Powers, it is 
no wonder if the country does not feel as 
confident about the course our Government is 
pursuing as it wishes to be. 

al situation in which, Lord 
is, is that, if he decides to seou 
our position by overt acts, he. will ha 
the whole country with him, ‘The Press 
and public men of ‘all shades of-politics 
fro unanimous. in deciding that freedom 
of trado is worth Gghting for. In this con- 
nection it is not uninteresting to note a 
really remarkable discrepancy, to which a 
correspondent of the Standard draws atten- 
tion, between the public statements of Lord 
Salisbury and the German Foreign Secre- 
tary. ‘They are printed in parallel form :— 


Lonp Sauispury. Hern vox Biixow. 

(House of Lords, Sth (Reichstag, 8th 

February.) February.) 

Solhavingscertain- In my opinion the 
ed that Talienwan was position of Kiaochou 
to be o free port, it asa freo port will best 
interested us very'lit- ‘serve Germany's in- 
tle to know whether it terests. Yet Ishould 
not bind myself be- 







































was to be a treaty port 
or not. I may say forchand, and espe- 
that similar assur- cially not with rogard 
ances have been made to foreign countries. 
tous by the German 
Government with re- 
st to the territory. 
they have recently 
occupied ; indeed, the 
German ‘Government 
went further, and were 
more flattering to us, 
for their Ambassador 
informed me they bad 
ome to the conclu: 
sion that our manner 
‘of dealing with such 
‘things, at all events in 
the €olonies, is better 
than theirs, and that 
in this instance, atany 
rate, they intended to 
imitate our methods. . 





‘The question is asked : which of the two 
Foroign Secretaries is right ? It;is obvious 
that both cannot be. 

‘Tho Home News writes, in reference to 
Lord Sal'sbury's foreign policy = 


Ina lettertoa Working Men’s Conservati 
Association, Lord Salisbury expresses his 
Fe titude for a resolution of confidence in the 
foreign policy of the Government which, he 
saysyhas been the object of much adverse, 
hasty, and ill-informed criticism. No Forei 
Minister in recent times has been called upon 
to deal with problems #0. numerous or 20 
exacting as those with which Lord Salisbury 
has grappled, patiently and not unsuccessfully, 
in the last two years. We hear, from armchair 
critics, a good deal of his failures, but events 
do not go far to justify the criticism with 
‘which he is met even by his own party. Lord 
Salisbury’s methods are not those of the 
bully. He imitates neither Germany in Kiao- 
chou, nor France in Indo-China. France 
has just secured a heavy compensation 
from ‘China on account of the capture of a 
Frenchman by brigands in Tonking two and 
a-half years ago. Great Britain, without fuss, 
but by quiet persistence, has’ reaped more 
potential advant io Yunnan. China aj 
to the extension of the Burma railv-y through 
that province. What the concession is worth 
dopends solely upon the energy wich which it 
is utilised on behalf of British trade. Lord 
Salisbury is in the position of having maintain- 
ed British rights in the east of China, whilst 
increasing and streng:heniag British’ oppor- 
tunities in the south-west. Not less of a 
triumph for his diplomacy is the Abyssinian 
Treaty. Whatever Bricons themselves may 
think on the subject, the foreigner has no 
doubt that Brit diplom: as scored 
heavily the compact with "Mooelik. France 
and Russia have intrigued and boasted of 
their position in Abyssinia, but Great Britain 
holds tho trump card.. In Paris the dis- 
appointment caused by the terms of the treaty 
perhaps accounts in some measure for the 
Teports of the renewed activity of the French 
in Nigeria, which serve to keep alive the 
anxiety with which events in that region are 
watched. 


‘The ‘Times has one leading article, on 
the 14th ult, dealing with Chinese affairs. 
It says :— 

There are othersigns that the ferment of 
Western ideas and activities is working among 
Chinamen, hnd that the lessons of the Japanese 
with all that has followed it, have not 
been entirely missed. Some of the specula- 
tions reported may seem rather wild, but it is 
much that they exist at all. For example, 
our Shanghai correspondent says that it has 
been reported in native papers that Prince 
Kung bas suggested to his Imperial master 
the advisability of abandoning tho North of 
China to the Czar, and of removing the 
capital from Peking to Nanking under British 

rotection. ‘That is rather a daring proposal, 

at ibis pot without practical sense, Tt int 
dicates recoguition of the fact that England 
‘and Russia are the two nations to whom: per- 
manent interests assign the principal réles in 
Chinese sffairs. What is more, it indicates 
appreciation of the difference’ between the 
two r6les, since to Russia is assigned terri- 
torial expansion at the cost. of China while 
England is reco, ised as interested 
maintenance of the Chinese Empire. It is, 
perhaps, a misfortune for China that the 
Present dynasty has its hereditary seat in the 
north. Were it otherwise China might better 
adapt herself to changes which seem inevit- 
able. The reply to Prince Kung is that the 
dynasty could not survive removal of tho 
capital from Peking ; and as the dynasty just 
now means the Empress-Mother, a partivalar- 
ly strong-willed and conservative Indy, this 
auswer may for the time be taken as final. 
Bat then our correspondent tells us that the 
dynasty itself is not in much favour with 
those classes of Chinamen who, coming most 
in contact with Western ideas, may be re- 
garded as the most active and ive of 
their race. When “only a leader is required 
to produce a strong anti-dynastic move- 
ment,” experience teaches that the movement 
is very likely to be brought about. 
__ ‘The Globe of the 12th ult. has the follow. 
ing note on Railways in China :— 

It is perhaps unwise, in the face of recent 
events, toattack, at present, too grestcredence 









































to reports from Peking as to the conduct of 
the negotiations between the Tsungli Yamen 
and the European Ministers, but this mom. * 
ing’s telegram from the Chinese capital, if it 
should prove true, is of the utmost import- 
ance. ‘The grant to Great Britain to extend 
the Burma railway through Yunnan is a poor 
sop for our disappointment in the East. ‘The 
country presents appalling engineering diffi- 
culties for the construction of a railway, 
and in the opinion of most travellers who 
have visited it, there is considerable doubt 
as to whether the game is worth the candle, 
With regard to Germany’s right to construct 
a railway from Kiaochou to Ichou the ca 
entirely different. © Tho lino will be carried 
lendidly 








throug! 
adapted for railways, and is fertile to the 

ighest degree. It will tap the rich provinces 
of Shantuog and Kinngsu, and divert a con- 
siderable amount of the traffic down the 
Yellow River. Its value to the Germans 
will be simply enormous, and although Kiao- 
chou may remain a free port, we may look 
for preferential rates on the railway which 
will keep the British trader well in the back- 
ground. We have heard a great deal about 
the intention of the Government to seek no 
territorial acquisition in China, and against 
such a policy we have always protested. A. 
British port on the maiuland, with British 
railways extending from it into the heatt of 
fertile and populous country, would do, far 
more practical good than any amount of in- 
sistence on the maintenance of existing rights, 
‘The Germans havo realised the soundness of 
this policy, and they will find their reward, 
It may be safely prodicted that Kiaochow hag 
‘a faturo before it, which may one day rival 
that of Hongkong. 


‘The same paper has the following note, 
on the 17th ult., on the Zola trial :— 
Tudged by English notions, the trial of tho 
Knave of Hearts was much more regular 
roceeding than the astonishing farce now 
Peng played in the Cour d'Asnites, vary 
ody makes speeches, logieal and illogical, 
patriotic, and occasionally idiotic, and it 
subject for gratitude if not moro than two 
gentlemen are on their legs at once. When 
the court is calm, it is more like an amateur 
Parliamentary Debating Society than any- 
thing else ; when its emotions have passed 
boyond its. own control—which appears 
to happen about once in every half-hour or 
so—it is like nothing else in the world, 
Nevertheless, out of all this turmoil thore 
appear now ‘and then glimpses of the truth 
which lies at the, back of the Dreyfus case. 
It would be unjust to deny that, in spite of the 
terous procedure, it has been possible 
For Me. Labor! to elicit facts which throw the 
most sinister light upon the conviction of 
Captain Dreyfus. How great is the impres- 
sion which he has made may be seen from the 
evidence of General de Pellieux and from his 
own remark when the case closed for the day, 
Things must indeed be going badly for the 
French Government when General de Pellieux 
finds it necessary to terrify the jury with pro- 
phecies of immediate war. We observe that 
Some people in this countrytakehis declaration 
seriously. We believe that it was simply an 
attempt to influenco the verdict by a little 
theatrical ranting, since, if General de Pellieux 
really knew that war was at hand, be would 
be little less than insane to say so. But no- 
thing is more striking than the way in which 
Me.” Labori’s final declaration was received, 
He told the court just before the acjournment 
that, in the end, everyone would acknowled; 
that an error had been committed, and would , 
agrese that Dreyfus must be tried aga 
reo or four days ago such a declaration 
would have produced a storm of that futi 
bad language in which the French rejoice. 
Yesterday it was hailed with cheers. The 
changefs significant, and means perhaps, that, 
after all, justice will at last be done. Every: 
thing depends upon the courage of the jury. 
‘The Money Market note in the Economist 
of the 12th ult. is rather a long on 
Partly owing to the requirements of the 
Stock Exchange settlement, the market has 
this week found its resonrees overtaxed, and 
a considerable sum has had to be borrowed 
from the Bank. Ono cause of the scarcity 
appears to be the accumulation of Govern- 
ment money at the Bank. The revenue is 
coming in very well, while the Government 
disbursements have’ apparently fallen con- 


‘a country which is 
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siderably into arrear, For instance, the pay- 
ments on account of the Civil Services be- 
tween January Ist and Saturday last were 
smaller than during the like period of 
1897, alihough,-owing to the larger estimated 
expenditure, they ought to have been some- 
what greater, AS a consequence, the Treasury 
balance at the Bank has been swollen, and on 
Saturday last amounted to £7,960,000, as 
compared with £6,193,000 at the like date 
twelve months ago. But in so far as the 
market has been straitened from this cause, it 
will have its resonrces all the more augmented 
when the delayed payments are'made, and the 
disbursements are always heavy as the end of 
the fiscal year approaches. Preparations for 
the paynient of the railway dividends have 
probably also had some influence in reducing 
‘the amount of loanabie balance, but in this 
case also the distribution of the dividends in 
the course of the next two weeks should afford 
relief. On the other hand, however, it looks 
the Government of India will be compelled 
have recourse to fresh borrowing before 
the end of the fiscal year, as between now and 
then it would have to sell drafts to the value 
of about £4,000,000, in order to cover the 
home charges, which it is hardly likely to be 
able to do. While, therefore, it is not 
improbable ‘that, the squeeze this week may 
prove to have been only temporary, there 
does not seem reason to expect anything but 
a slight relapse in discount rates, 


‘Tho first leading article in tho Economist 
is headed “The Coming Debate on the 
Indian Frontier,” and the writer shows 
that the Government has cut away the 
ground from under the feet of the Opposi- 
tion by Lord George Hamilton's dispatch 
of the 28th of January, in which he told 
Lord Elgin, that India is not to attempt to 
conquer. the Western Himalaya, that 
there ig to be no annexation, that no 
tribute is to-be exacted from the tribes, 
and that they are not to be disarmed. 
The Forward Policy is entirely discoun- 
tenanced, and only the Khyber Pass is to 
bo kept open. All the Opposition can do is 

y the 
























to ssk why the Government did not adopt 
this reasonable policy before, and to insist 
that in the India’ House and in India it 
might profitably be made alittle stronger. 

‘Tho second article, headed “The Two 
Foreign Policies,” is a very important one. 
It-points out. that there is very grave dis- 
tension in the Cabinet as to Foreign 
Affairs. Lord Salistury is all for resting 
whero we aro ; ‘the wants no more territory, 
with ‘the weary weight of responsibility 
which an increase of territory must bring to 
8 people whose empire now} covers eleven 
mulllions of squore.iniles, and involves the 
administration of the affairs of nearly one- 
fourth of mankind.” Mr. Chamberlain, 
on the other hand, is for perpetual expan- 
sion; he fully adopts Rosebery's 
dictum that ‘we ‘must peg out claims 
for posteri Woe must recollect, Mr. 
Chamberlain says, that we are a commer- 
cial people, absolutely dependent on trade 
and markets, and we must therefore look 
to tho probable necds of tho future, and 
see to it that other Powers which would 
shut out our goods from their territories 
do not pick up all the unconsidered triffes 
that are left on the planet in the shapo 
of unoccupied "or inefectively occupied 
jands :-— 


“If foreign Powers object to this policy, and 
contend that it is not for the English to 
inherit the earth, Mr. Chamberlain turns to 
our naval armament and our realised wealth, 
and says that we can afford to ignore an 
ion. which is based on jealousy rather 

than reason, ‘The critic may say that in 
Lord Salisbury’s attitude is to be found the 
‘temper of the aristocratic diplomatist, in Mr. 
Chamberlain's that of the smart business 
man. In Lord Salisbury, it may be argued, 
we See the policital Hamlet, whose native 
hue of resolution is sicklied o'er with the 
ale cast of thought; while in Mr. Cham- 

erlain we have the resolute man of action, 

who troubles his mind but little with what 
others think. But the point is that here are 
two quite different lines of policy. There is, 
on the one hand, the policy of pradence and 
concentration ; on the other, the policy of 




















country, 


greatest of ethical thinkers has 
that the j 
different name 


‘expansion and ‘adventure. It is difficult, if 


‘pot impossible, to reconcile these policies. 
"Therefore we are constrained to ask. as tho 
‘country generally is beginning to ask, which 
of the two is the policy of the Cubinet? 

It is a very’ serious, practical question. 
‘The two policies are not only alien and 
diverse ; they are actually opposed to each 
‘other ; and this is the view not only of the 


Governments :— 
It is, therefore, high time that we should 
know where we are, and that some autborita- 
tive utterance from the Government should 
be vouchsafed to us. It isa strange and not 
altogether reassuring: fact that, while we 
know quite clearly what is the policy of the 
semi-despotic Government_of Germany, as 
Jucidly expressed by Herr Von Biilow, we do 
not know with any sufficient clearness what 
is the policy of constitutional England, where 
public opinion is supposed to rule. "There 
‘ought to bo a definite pronouncement ; we 
do not, in regard to these momentous matters, 
want ‘any repetition of the chaotic policy of 
the second Gladstone Cabinet in relation to 
Egypt and ‘the Soudan, or of the late Rose- 
dery Cabinet in relation to nearly everything. 
Even the warmest admirer of Mr. Chambe 
Jain will agree that it is of greater importanes 
thst unity’ of conviction should mark the 
policy of the Cabinet than that we should 
excite the suspicion and contempt of foreign 
Governments by perpetual wobbling, by ex- 
citing words followed by tame deeds, bj 
see-saw policy founded on no definite princi 
le. It is quite a mistake to assume that 
rd Salisbury’s policy is one of cowardice, 
Mr. [Chamberlain's one of courage, | 1 
tu 
ignoring of real danger merite a very 
irom courage, which latter 
virtue may to perfectly consistent with a 
refusal ‘to run extreme risks. The most 





























courageous men in the world have been also 


the most prudent, and empires should not be 


governed in the ‘spirit, of tho soldier of for- 


tune, who risks a forlorn hope, or plunges 
headiong into unknown adventures. We might 
also point out that we have been engaged for 

‘ears in the process of “ pegging out 
"and that somo of these claims have 
turned to be as indifferent as those which will 
fall to the late comers at Klondyke. It may 
still farther bo urged that the kind of claims 
we peg out” have to be defended, and that 
defence of an adequate kind is often niore 
costly than the. claim is worth. Howover, 
x5 do not intend here to judge between Lord 
Salisbury and Me. Chamberlain, Our point 
is that they represent respectively two di 
tinct and apparently opposite policies, 
that the nation ought to kaow which poliey 
is really that of the Cabinet as a whole. * 


‘Then comes a very interesting article on 


“Life Assurance Novelties,” and itis 
pointed out that the concessions now being 














offered “‘can hardly fail to hie attractive, 
though their practical benefit is probably 
smaller than at first sight might appear.” 
‘The next article is on i 





farino Insurance 
in England—the Position and Outlook.” 
{tis shown that 1895 and 1896 were bad 
years, and that “unless 1898 should deal 
much more tenderly with 1897 than there 
48 any sufficient encouragement to expect, 
a third consecutive year of misfortune is 
inevitable.” 

‘The notes in the Saturday Review this 
week are of no great interest to us, but 
we may extract one on the Cretan ques- 
tion :-— 

Crete is still without a Governor, That is 
the causo of much distress to the King of tho 
Hellenes and Prince George of Greece. The 
King, it has been said, has sent the Crara 
message of reproach because Russia has not 
insisted upon the desirability of Prince 
George. The Prince, it is added, thinks of 
paying a visit to the Sultan. He would like 
toassure him that a crusading Christian who 
failed in the attempt to conquer the Turks is 
quite competent torule them. We shall be 
astonished if, the Sultan is convinced b; 
Prince George's argument. It will indeed be 
surprising if he receives the Prince at all, 
As far as can be gathered from the meagre 
news, Russia makes no move. Ambassadors, 
however, must do something for their living.; 





but. of foreigners and foreign | Cor 








‘and, ‘according’ to the Constantinople corre- 
spondent of the Times, they are endeavour. 
ing to arrange ,a scheme by which the 
«Brovisional Governiaent™ of Crote shall be 
eutrusted to “two Powers acting conjointly.” 
‘The provisional Government of Egypt is not 
a precedent which encourages us to regard 
that idea with much hope. Meanwhile the 
Sultan is strengthening his army in Thessaly. 
Ho is the only Power who has no patt in tl 
rt; yet, if there is in the situation an 
fact which is beyond doubt, it is that all the 
Powers are playing setond’ fiddle to the 
Porte. The journals. of Germany consider 
this a triumph for the diplomacy of England, 
We trust that they are not mistaken. 


There is a very good article on “Tho 
Dreyfus Scandal,” pointing out that it is 
not the condemnation of Dreyfus that is so 
pitiable, as the hysterical instability, tho 
lack of self-control and self-respect, that 
the Government has ‘shown since M. 
Scheurer-Kestner ‘announced that'+he ‘haa 
evidence showing that ‘the trial of Dreyfus 
was irregular and the victim innocent :— 

Now, all this is sheer madness and will 
work the ruin of France unless comnion 
senso asserts itself. Tt means, first of all and 
above all, lack of confidence, which is lack of 
courage.’ Catch your traitor and shoot him 
if you please: shoot the wrong man, it may 
be, pour encourager les autres ; but to cry oub 
that the world is at its end because somebody 

supposed to have betrayed the secret of a 
breech-londing ficld-gun—that way lies the 
débdcle. ‘The pigeon-holes of the Chanceries 
of Europe are stuffed with such * traitorous” 
documents as the wonderful bordereau, 
and nobody is a penny the worse, France 
was defeated in 1870 not by  bordereaiz 
but the incapacity of the heals of her army, 
and judging by the specimens who have per= 
orated before the Cour d’Assises during the 
last fortnight she is aot in much better case 
now than she was tiventy-eight years ago, 

What the soldier said is not eviden 
said Me. Justice Starleigh in Mr, Pickwick’ 
trial, and the majority of military witnesses 
at the Zola trial afford wonderful proof of 
the value of this unjudicial dictum, ‘Tho 
favourite pose was: ‘I ama soldier, and 
therefore I must not be questioned or suspect- 
ed,” a striking avd conclusive statement in 

which had its origin in the con- 
ion of a soldier for treason. Nor were 
vil witnesses “ more helpful than tho 
military. M. Rertillon, whose attitude and 

lence are diffcult’to reconcile with perfect 
sanity, testified—amid a mass of itrelevancies 
—that all handwriting was divided into two 

































classes, deztrogyre and sinistvogyre, and that 
as the suspected man’s writing was dextrogyre 
fad that of the decuunent of, which he Was 
acused was sinistrogyre, his guilt was proved, 
beéause only a double-dyed traitor, would 26 


disguise and falsify his own handwriting. 


‘The next article, hended “The Disap- 
pointing Abyssinian Treaty ” begins :— 
‘The Abyssinian treaty is a most disappoint- 
ing. document, 60 disappointing after the 
triumphant: reference in the Queen's Speech 
that we are almost forced to the conviction 
that the published treaty is a * blind” and 
that the real agreement is still held in re- 
serve. If the treaty published last’ Friday 
i 898) is the only result 
mission to Menelik, 
then Prince Henti of Orleans’ account of the 
reception of the English Envoy was not very 
misleading, and trouble between England and 
Abyssinia is inevitable. 


The article goes on’ to explain why the 
treaty is so unsatisfactory. 

We take the following notes from the 
Spectator :— 


It is almost sickening to read the news 
from China. ‘The beast is so huge’ that it 
cannot die, but it receives a new wound 
every moment, and groans'in helpless anguish, 
‘The Japanese have informed Peking that they 
will grant no extension of time for the pay. 
ment of the next indemnity ; and the Chiniese 
Government, afraid to borrow of Enjland or 





























°y | of Russia, hes opened an internal loan, which 


the wealthy are expected to fill’ up,” though 
the last one was repudiated. At the’ same 
time, thes have paid an indemnity of £4,500 
to France for the kidnapping of a ‘Frenchman 
by Chinese pirates in Tongking. It is reported 
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from ‘China ‘that this.demand, which is oj 
posed to all international usage, was obly 
conceded because the French threatened, if 
it were not, to make a demand for ter.icorial 
compensation ‘tin the South.” France, in 
fact, is ‘determined to have “her share,” 
which will be Hainan, and. will speedily pro- 
duce some other, and possibly less cynical, 
protext. She hes, in feet a faicly good one 
always at her disposal, Chinese “pirates” 
or are they smugglers ?—are always crossin; 
the Tongkingese frontier, and she can hol 
Peking, whic hardly ‘knows hero Toug- 
ikking is, responsible for a raid. Query for 
naturalists, —Can_ leeches kill a whale? 

‘The English version of the Treaty with 
Menelik was published on Thursday: The 
main. points are that Menelik gets an ad- 
Vantageous rectification of boundaries in 
Somaliland and s right to import goods and 
farms freo of duty from the port of Zeyla. 
We, on the other hand, have secured to us the 
most-favoured-nation treatment. Menelik also 
Expmioes to prevent arms for the Mahdiste 

ing obtained through his dominions, and 
declares them to be the “enemies of his 
Empire.” The ‘successful conclusion of the 
Treaty reflects tho greatest possible credit on 
Mr.Rodd’s diplomacy, and the Treaty gen- 
erally must be regarded as enormously 
speengtbening cnr position in the ‘Valley. 
As long as’ Menelik lives we need not feel 
hervous about the right bank of the Nile. 

In its firt lending article, headed “Tho 
General Outlook,” the Spectator says that 
the leaders of the Government, though 
they have no fear of loving the majority in 
Parliament, are anything -but . cheerful, 
because they realise that England, ‘ which 
they care about as strongly as about them- 
‘solves, is. watched and envied and. in- 




















trigued against by very powerful enemies, 
orrather rivals, for they are not inspired hy 


hatred so much as by hopes of gain.” ‘The 
Concert of Europe is brenking up and the 
Sultan of Turkey may assert himself. Wo 
are engaged. in conquering Ethiopia, and 
aro still carrying on an unsaccessful and 
Unsntisfactory war on the Indian frontier. 
We .are almost, under Mr. Chamberlain's 

aidance, driving France into fighting us 
in West Africa, anil ‘we aro at the same 
moment n_ the. threshold of a. struggle, 
which may bo an-armed struggle, for the 

rentest business prize in tho world, the 
fature trade. of China, for which three 
cother Great Powers ure eagerly laying 
plans, .and even preparing’ fleets .xnd 
armies. It-is really no exaggeration to 
aay that we might at any:hour receive a 
‘telegram which would show that the 
avoidance ‘of war -had become almost an 
simpossibility.” ‘There ia great danger, 
the Spectatorithinks, in the warlike feelin; 
now--burning up in. England, -and" Lor 

Salisbury’s wise words of warning should 
be taken to heart: 

We arono “Little Englanders,” nor have 
we any sentimental horror of war, which may 
sometimes be aniuch loss misfortune than a 
discreditable peace. We ‘would have fought 
two Powers combined if we could thereby 
have saved the Armenians from the grasp of 
the Tark, and would accept. the challenge of 
all Exirope rather than quit Egypt or give up 
our cleat moral right and treaty right to our 
share of the trade’ of China. But we would 
have every question treated. with the gravity 
and thoughtfulness which become Christian 
men who are asked to shoot down their fellow 
beings in heaps and who in shooting them 
may imperil the hopes of the world, which 
largoly depend upon the survival of Great 
. Britain as & moderating and regulating power 
in the.eternal conflict’ of the peoples, the 
dynastien, and the races, “We alone msintain 
the prin 


iple that the whole world should be 
thrown open to commercial intercourse. 

















We 
alone have the art,. be it from selfishness, be 
it fom a peculiar kind of disagreeable 
magdanimity, of so governing dark races that 
our rule'has been rightly described by great 
observers as the best historic example of 
‘ vivifying despotism.” "We alono bear with 
unmioved: lips and unshrinking hearts the 
very insolences-of outside criticism, content if 





Ywovean only rescue among the flow of molten 
words some little gem of guidance, that is 
cworth:-treasuribg.:for calmer ‘hour, We 





ir great pi ‘hty 
fafleonce, om. direc” Tespaael wy for ‘Sith 
of the liuman race -on any but the gravest 
cause. Above all, we must not -forget that, 
great as.our powers are and our resources, 
cannot expend them eversavhere at once wit! 
out bringing them to.an end ; that to fight 
France in West Africa, Germany. in.:the 
Eastern Mediterranean, and Russia in China 
all at once is, mnless sve are coerced by 
aggression, a mad adventure from which 3 
solid people should shrink. 


There is a good article on “The Minis- 
try and the Frontier War,” the Spectator 
delaring that “if this war was not from 
beginning to end a discreditable muddle, 
no such thing asa muddled war over 
occurrred in this world.” One xhsurdity of 
it is that the Zakka Khel, who are still 
most persiatent in holding ‘out. against us, 
‘would just as readily take service with us, 
and we could raixe three regiments of them 
instantly, and rely on them to fight for us 
in China ‘as if they were En An 
article on ** M. Hanotaux’s Latest Speech" 
shows how brittle at the moment is the 
Russo-French allianee, Russia vetting all 
the advantages of it; and treating Francs 
almost as a:neyligenble quantity. 

Frence does not like'to play a secondary role 
in avy drama Where France fights, said 
Napoleon IIT. ina message to Cavour, ‘sho 
also commands”—and Russia can play only 
the first one. Her plans are loo Axed, her 
interests too peremptory, her people’ too 
assured of their immmnity from invasion. 
She cannot alter her course in Constantinopl 
in Peking, ot in-Teheran, in order to geati 
France. She can do great things for hers 
‘and can make great demands on her people, 
but a war which was clearly commenced fo 
the benedit of France would excite the kind 
of popular disapproval to which the strongest 










































Govvernments_ mus ‘eld. Moreover the 
statesmen of Russia ‘have to cope with & 
aifficu which those of France know 
little. servants of an absolute 
master, from his personal experience, 





or his dynastic connections, or any othet 
cause, prefer a policy which is not theirs 
but which, as in the Prince George case, 
they must’ strenuously carry out. Men £0 
ated are compelled to claim the lead in 
order to defend their own posit od it ig 
the loss of the lead on all oc 
which M. Hanotaux frets, 
him doubt every now and then whether 
France is really playing a part creditable to 
her traditions.” Some day.the doubt may, if 
his mind or. that of a successor, become 
fixed convietion, and then tho present 
arrangements of the Continent will he upset, 
as they were when Cardinal Richolien took 
the helm, and framed an entirely now policy 
to be carried out through now alliances. The 
time for that change has not arrived, but t6 
resent the conduét of an ally is the first 
preparatory step towards breaking an alliance, 
and if France is not resenting the, conduct 
of Russia all the signs deceive us. 


‘There is a good article on ‘The Chances 
of War over Cuba,” which concludes with 
what must be the feeling of every one. who 
has any humanity in him:—"The only 
hope is in the United States sternly de- 
claring that the Spanish troops must 
leave the island, and ta" then the Cubans 
must he allowed to settle their own fate, 
and, to decide whether they will hve 
autonomy or independence. That tht 
United States would be morally justi- 
fied in saying that the war must’ now 
end, and Cuba be given peace, we do not 
doubt for a moment.” ‘The Cubans have 
not been the only sufferers; the Spanish 
troops—boy reeruits without physique of 
knowledge, and without leaders or helpers 
or friends of any kind—have died and_are 

ing almost by hundreds of thousands. 
"The Investors’ Review -has a. trenchant 
article on “Shipping Bounties and Ship- 
ping ‘Rings,’” the conclusion of which is : 

‘That such a system should be permitted to 
exist at the end of this nineteenth century, 
With the boasted progress in “liberty,” and 
20 on, isa startling fact ; but it does exist, 
ard the British Parliament, by its weakness, 









































| its'readiness to do the bidding of the perman- 





ent officials, its subservience to shipowners, 
and its general helplessness, is mainly respon 
sible for the evil. It is ‘an evil which is 
garotting our foreign trade; above all, our 
trade with India and the further East, and 
with Australia, But you will fiad the mea 
most responsibie for its institution and main- 
tenance the loudest, usually, in boasting 
about the “greatness of the Empire,” “the 
necessity for British interests tobe supreme 
in the world,” and so on, and so on. And 
the clondy-headed multitude thinks them 
“ first-class patriots.” To doubt the wisdom 
or expediency of paying the shamefully ex- 
cessive bounties we have mentioned is to be 
in the language of these ardent, Imperial 
‘4 Little Eaglander.” Bat they share, with 
the Germans, these same immaculate Imperial 
patriots, and where they cannot do that 
they allow our trade to escape us and pass to 
the foreigner. Ob, British public, what an 
‘ass you are! 











NOTICES OF BOOKS, ETC. 
aac 

‘Tho February numbor of Cassell’s Ma- 
gacine just to hand is, as_usual, bright, 
newsy, and entertaining. Headon Hill con- 
tinues' his thrilling romance of Klondyke 
“Spectre Gold,” and amongst the other 
bright features ‘we might quote from Mr. 
F. H. Williamson's article on tho delicato ° 
subject of * Girls 


The girls of to-day are generally healthy 
and very often clever. They have twice ax 
much of education as ever fell to the lot of 
their less educated mothers, and in the mat- 
ter of hyyienies they go very fir indeed, rid- 
ing many miles on their bicycles or horses, 
walking with the guns, or playing golf; 
while in town they may resort to skating at 
Ningara, to fencing, or to gymnastics, 
‘Another feature of change is that nowadays 
itis rather the exception than the rule when 
a gitl is not well dressed. However simp'e 
her garments may be they are generally 
well made, and of » material beyond re- 
proach, Tt is not necessary that she should 
invariably be dressed in white—in fact, of 
late years it, has been rather the fashion for 
girls to appearin simplefrocks of black tulle. 
In the country she will wear coats and skirts 
with dolicate blouses of muslin and lice, or 
silk shirts; while her evening dresses are 
elegant as well as graceful ; and although 
in the way of tea-gowns she may not—in 
fact, could not—vie with the young mar- 
ried women, she can look dainty enough 
at teatime in the pretty silk frocks which 
saw their first light at Ascot or some Royal 
gardeu-party. Really, nowadays, x gitl’s 
wardrobe is no immaterial item of house- 
hold expenses. Like the elder members 
of her sex, she must have ball-gown 
dinner-gowns, gowns for morning wear, 
and gowns for garden-parties, Then there 
are dresses, too, for country visits, and 
bicycling suits for winter and summer, as 
well as the necessary Busvine habit. 

The Quicer in an admirably written 
article entitled ** Love in the Slums” shows 
how the poor in their correspondence have 
an opportunity of exhibiting their phles- 
matic. character. The subjoined supine 
from Mr. Sparrow's contribution is both 
amusing and characteristic. It is from a 
strect scavenger at “Hackney to a girl at 
Shoreditch to whom he had been engazed 
just one week :— 

-“Dear Nell.—You'll_he serprised ter 
hear foythur’s dead, so don’t giv me a red 
tie fur my birthday. A million kisses from 
yer lovin Joe. Wud yer like ter come ter 
the buryin? It wud be an outin.” . 

Here's another from girl who had been 
engaged to two men at once, but wanted to 
clear the. way for « third. 

“Darling Sam,—Maybe you've heard 
Te taken up with Dick; he has the 
You can keep the choker [comforter] 1 
worked for you. For a weddin present 
you might buy mo a teapot. Say if yer 
want to.see me spliced. Dick joins in 
luv. 
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‘To the other loser she wrote ;— 


“Darling Bill,—It’s off with Sam and on 
with Dick. I send you back all the kisses 
yer gave me. There was nothin else I 
thimk but sweets, and them I swallered. 
May God forgive me if I've been a wicked 
aa With Jove and kisses. “Tina.” + 

To the same periodical His Grace the 
Duke of Devonshire contributes an article 
‘on the sabject of hospitals, their claims and 
reforms, a subject on which he is eminent- 
ly capable of expressing opinions. In the 
‘course thereof he states :— 

London is so vast that it is difficult for its 
inhabitants to realise the sense of common 
citizenship, and of the obligations which 
we owe to one arother, which prompts the 
inhabitants of smaller communities to do 
that which is required in an undertaking 
of this character. I think that those who 
are enguged in the management of hospi- 
tals, and in maintaining the existence of 
these great, necessary, beneficent, and 
indispensable institutions, are eminently 
deserving, not only of our sympathy— 
which Lam sure we are all ready to give 
but also of our active support. For they 

ing under circumstances of very 
great difficulty in an arduous, and I am 
afraid L must describe it in an uphill, work 
of providing what in other parts of the 
country are provided without any such 
efforts on the part of those who are 
interested in the management of these 
hospitals. . . . Experience has shown that 
the springs of charity are not inexhaustible, 
and that if you make a special demand 
upon those springs in one direction, their 
outflow may fall off in some other direction. 
Tt may be—probably is—a certain tew pta- 
tion to many to see their names upon lists 
of great subscriptions, headed by noble anc 
iMustrious names, Itaray be a great temp- 
tation ta place thete names upon such lists 
rather than to continue less noticed, less 
conspicuous subser’p.ions which they have 
been wont to to institutions such as 
this, for which they are not less required ; 
and’ I am afraid that the Jubilee y 
which has brought forth so many claims 
for charitable support for an enormous 
variety of objects, may he found to be one 
rather trying to stich i 

Of the almost countless publi 
Messrs Cassell none is more welcome to 
a large section of the community than 
Work. It is invariably stocked with useful 
hints Juable ‘suggestions to the 
mati aud February’s number 
is as instructive as of yore 
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@utports. 


CHUNGKING, 


THE ARRIVAL OF THE 
LEECHUEN. 

We are just ashore after most, exciting 
trip. We have got over all our difficulties 
with the Lecchuen, and reached Tangehats, 
the Customs station below this, at 3 p.m. 
yesterday, and waited by the request of the 
Reception Committee till 9 am. to-day, 
when the Foreign Community here came 
down to welcome us, and we made a 
triumphal entry~ into the port with 
about fifty people ‘on board, and were 
deluged with  firecrack: The Chin- 
ese cent balf-u-dozen: gunboats to meet us: 
we had an unusually fine, sunny day, and 
it was a pretty sight. “An address of welcome 
was read, signed by the whole community, 
including the British Consul, Mr. Tratman, 
swho, however, did not put in an appearance. 
So the voyage, which often en rowe I had 
despaired’ of bringing to a successfull 
termination, came to a happy end. We had 
to wait two days below here while we sent 
a messenger overland for coals; we came 
with enly one pump since the 28th of 











February, and had much difficulty in keep- 
ing \ater in the boiler. 

‘Four days back. by full moon, we were 
runuing full speed in a gorge with dead 
slack water, apparently unfathomable, when 
we ran on a sunken rock, and knocked a 
hole under our cabin up which 2 fountain 
spurted; nothing but rock walls on either 
side; fortunately I noticed a little patch 
of sand ahead, ‘and beached the Leechuen 
just before the fires would haye been put 
‘out. We baled the water out, working the 
waole night—our steam pump is only a 
toy,—patcbed up the leak, and came on 
haltspeed since. But for ifnumerable ac- 
cidents we should have done the voyage in 
ten days instead of twenty, but Dei gratia 
we are now happily moored in the port, and 


to-day’s triumph is well worth our previous 
trouble. | 
Arcurpatp J. Lirtir. ! 
9th March. j 
COREA. 
(FROM A CORRESPONDEST.) 
pelareasruesasin 


THE WILY DEAR. 

We have been treated to the spectacle of 
& complete somersault in the political 
world, as remarkable as it is unexpected. 
It is the apparent withdrawal of Russia 
from the dominant position she had secured 
in Corea. It began over Russia's demand 
for land, first on Deer Island at Fusan, 
avd then at the new ports. At the latter 
places she wanted 280,000 metres at each 
— for her consulates. This would have 

sn a good part of the foreign concessions. 
After some discussion and diplomatic meet- 
iegs Russia withdrew this absurd demand, 
hut seemed determined to secure the coal 
godown site on Deer Island. Iu the mean- 
time the 

‘RUSSO-COREAN BANK OPENED 

its offices in Seoul as a sort of Corean Trea- 
sury department and national bank combin- 
ed, and, of course, got everything in the way 
of fivance immediately. Thea the Coreans 
began to kick. ‘The Government. being 
absolutely under the control of the creatures 
of the inte.preter at the Russian legation, 
little could ve expected from them. But 
the Independence Ciub, of which much has 
beea heard, took the matter up and 
memorialised the King and hauled up the 





Minister of Foreign Affairs who had written 
to Mr. de Speyer a dispatch giviug the Deer 
Island concession, in 2 mauner public and 
embarrassing’ in the extreme. Some hot- 
heads about the same time, probably 
to avenge a ‘personal affront, attempted 
fo cut down the Russian ’ interpreter 
but failed. Then the 
COUNCIL OF STATE RESIGNED, 
frankly telling the Emperor that our 
Corean Rip Van Winkle, who is Minis- 
ter of Foreign Affairs, was sufficient to 
run the government and they would retire. 
In the meantime the excitement spread. 
‘The Russian guard was reinforced by fifty 
men. The people became more outspoken 
against Russia, and thea Mr. de Speyer 
WROTE A DISPATCH 

in the usual terms diplomatically tradi- 
tional to such occasions, but, to the 
surprise of all, demanding of the: Corean go- 
vernment whether they were going to re- 
tain the Russians in control of military 
and finance measures! The Coreans saw 
their chance and to Mr. de Speyer came 
a reply signed by the yery man who 
had incurred so much odium in order to 
serve Russia in the Deer Island matter, to 
the effect that Corea would dispense with 
the Russian advisers and employés. To 
one familiar with the facts the Corean dis- 
patch is a rich one, full of honeyed phrases 
and sugared sarcasm, written undoubtedly by 
someone else than our Rip Van Winkle, the 
Foreign Minister, who probably woke up 








the Russians in the palace have been with- 
drawn to the legation and every one is 
rwaiting to see whether Mr. de Speyer’s dis- 

stch was a bluff or a serious proposition. 
fa any case the Russians have been placed 
in a most awkward position. The next 
move is awaited with interest. 

GENERAL. 

All the other Powers are watching the 
movements of the game witha peculiar 
smile, A flutter was caused a few days 
ago by the arrival of a Russian transport 
from Vladivostock, but she brought only 56 
marines and an officer to zelieve part of the 
local guard. ‘There are “in Chemulpo two 
small Russian gunboats, one Japanese, the 
first in many a month, and two British, 
the Undaunted and one other. 

Seoul, 19th March. 








ICHANG. 


(rnow ovr ows connesroxvesr.) 


a ee 
CLIMATIC CONDITIONS. 

‘The saying accredited to a distinguished 
American in reference to the meteorological 
propensities of the British Isles, might, 
with a certain degree of veracity, be attri 
buted to this part of the extensive dominion 
of HIM. the Emperor Kuang Hsii. 
“You have an atmosphere but no climate,” 
gives an ostensible indication of what 
we have had to endure during the last few 
days. To recapitulate the present anoma- 
lous tendencies of the elements would re- 
quire the introduction of a detailed table 
of observations. At present the skies are 
dark and overcast, the much-looked-for 
luminary only appearing at spasmodic in~ 
tervals to brighten our horizon or cast its 
exhilarating and rejuvenescent influences 
in our immediate vicinity. 

CONSULAR MOVEMENTS. 

‘Mr.Clennell, H.B.M. Consul at Shasi, was 
arecent visitor at, Ichang. He left again 
for Shasi, per C.M.S.N. Co,’s steamer Kling. 

Mr. HAAS, 
the French Consul at Chungking, passed 
here a few days ago in company with his 
yd lady, en route for that port. Mr, 
fans is justly distinguished for the fertility 
of his mind. He has just returned from 
France, and, among the many schemes to 
receive the ‘initiative at Chungking, the 
erection of a new Consulate takes a 
primary place. From this edifice schemes 
‘of more or less importance will un- 
doubtedly have their inception, The rich 
rovince of Szechuan, with the neighbour- 
ing provinces of Yunnan and Kueichou, aro 
sufficient to resuscitate and develop ‘zeal 
and cupidity | in matters political and 
mercantile, Then, the prospect of diverting 
British commerce (though in itself remote) 
can at least be viewed from that interesting 
centre. No doubt the advent of 
AIR. DUCLOS, 
mining engineer, in the interests of the 
Lyons Commission, has caused the French 
commercial star to ascend, as there are 
minerals of more intrinsic value than salt 
looming in his mind’s eye. This gentleman 
who travelled in company with the French 
Consul, has also proceeded to Szechuan, 
where he. may derive such information as 
will incite the interest of those under whose 
auspices Ire has undertaken this tour of 
investigation. When finished, he will in- 
stitute a process of elimination that will 
tax their mental energies for some consider- 
able time to come. 
MISSIONARY NEWS, 

During the 
events lave happened ‘in tho samiseionary 
circle. Mr. Hope Gill has just returned 
from furlough, and is now on his way up 
the river in company with his wi’e and two 











young ladies of the C. M. Society. Mr. 


G. Hunter and family left last week for 





long enough: to affix his signature and then 
Gropped asleep again. In the meantime 


home, after an absence of eight years spent 
in vatious parts of China, Others have come 
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to subdue us, not by force of arms, but by 
means of music and soug;like the Dionysus 
of the Greeks; then Osirislike have taken 
their departure and gone to distant regions 
in order that other spheres might be blessed 
by similar charms. 
‘TRADE 

isin a fair state of prosperity. ‘The steamers 
come with good cargoes, though it would be 
impossible to conceive of their arrival at 
more irregular intervals. 

. ‘THR POSTAL SERVICE 
continues to be conducted with the utmost 
satisfaction. As the postmaster has re- 
cently been setting his house in order, any 
future developments will no doubt receive 
his careful and immediate attention. 

17th March. 





NANKING. 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
alae 
‘A DARING ROBBERY 

was committed here on Thursday evening. 
During the early evening, before many of 
the business houses were closed, four men 
entered one of the large native banks on 
one of the busiest streats of the city, and 
hile two of the men closed the street doors, 
the other two, flourishing weapons,.demand- 
ed from the ‘startled clerks to hand over 
what money they had. Although the 
number of persons in the bank exceeded the 
number of robbers, they were unarmed and 
helpless before the desperate charactors 
who threatened to kill them if their wishes 
were not immediately complied with, and 
they handed over sixteon hundred taels of 
silver. ‘The robbers made {their escape be- 
fore any ono was able to arrest or follow 
them. ‘Three arrests were made yesterday 
but they proved to bo persons going to 
Shanghai to exchange dollars, other bankers 
of the city. Such "a robbery inside the 
city and on one of the chief business streets 
is contidered 

‘A VERY SERIOUS MATTER. 

Only about a month ago two robbers who 
had beon holding up people outside the city 
were beheaded. Some have sought to ex- 
«plain recent lawlessness and thelt by the 

esence of the poor people who came here 
Ror the regular distribution of rice, but they 
are too pitifully poor and weak to undertake 
the daring and cunning depredations from 
which Nanking has euffered recently. One 
of the foreign residences was entered a few 
nights agoand over one hundred dollars’ 
worth of things carried off: ‘The Mugisteata 
promptly deposited with the loser the full 
value of the articles in dollars, which are to 
bo retained should the articles not be found. 

RUMOURS. 

ted that with the beginning of 
month the office of Tig Pao 
Kia Chu, and its subordinate departments, 
‘aro to bo dispensed with, the work heretofore 
done by that office to be added to the dis- 
trict magistrate’s, Also, that there are to 
be no assistant doputies sppointed. All 
is to reduce the expenses of government 
and help China out of her difficulties. 

Tt is also reported that Shea Tun-bo, who 
has been the efficient Director of the New 
Army Administration, is to take charge of 
the Naval College hore, He is well and 
favourably known in Nanking, both among 
foreigners and natives, and his retura will 
be generally welcomed. 

OUR MALOO 

still continues to be one of the distinguish- 
ing features of our city and is not only 

reat success but is demonstrating what was 
Fing ago observed, that. good Toad is one 
of the most potent civilising influences 
among a people. The officials have been 
considering » plan of extending the same 
Kind of a road to all parts of the city, con- 
structing it and keeping it in repair by 
Jevyingatax on the residential and business 

















roperty of the city. ‘The wider streets to 
Be'romodelled fist’ and others changed as 
it becomes possible. 


THE WEATHER. 


March came in like « lion and has been 

iving us weather that is far from lamb- 
fiza © An ‘unusual amount of saow bas 
caused great suffering among the poor. 
Many have died from want and cold. 


18th March. 








TIENTSIN. 


(rrow 4 connesroxDest,) 





REUTER 
is the chief disturber of our echoing 
as he does the eastern thunder of the inde- 
fatigable Times’ agent in Peking. No con- 
firmation whatever can here be obtained of 
the startling news with which this latter 
gentleman weekly disturbs the equanii 
of the Hon. George Curzon, to say not 
of the politicians of three continents. This 
is not to be wondered at, for since Li Hung- 
chang Jeft us we have subsided into our 
normal position 28 a trade centre. Political 
news, except such as comes as back-wash 
from Peking, is not now obtainable here. 
‘The native officials, however, show a remark- 
ably keen interest in the foreign telegrams; 
thei pr niga eae Dep yl i 
their credulity. Shanghai and Southern 
readers must be propared to receive Tien- 
tain news emanating from native sources in 
a spirit of liberal scepticism. Last week we 
were favoured with a wonderful gccount 
of the Russian squadron intercepting and 
seizing a German iron vessel; the iron 
vessel promptly became an ironclad, and 
then was pence to the flagship of Princo 
Henry of Prussia. As a matter of fact at 
the present moment Nortl residents 
know next to nothing of the situation ; t! 
more wary foreigners take the panic-strik- 
ing telegrams of the Peking newsagents 
cum grano, and believe the crisis, serious a8 
it is in all conscience, to be less acute than 
it is made out to be. 
THE ANNUAL VICEREGAL DINNER 

to the Consuls, employés, and distinguished 
residents was’ 8 succes—chiefly of the 
amphitryonic order. ‘The oratory was 28 
profuse, ornate, and well tendered as the 
“chow,” and was pertectly harmless, Messra, 
‘Tei (Consular doyen), and Tsai (Interpreter 
to ELE. Ws xcelled themselves and 
delivered unimpeachable sentiments in un- 
impeachable English ore rotundo, The 
festive harmony was intensified by two 
military bands led’ by foreigners; these 
under the influence of artistic rivalry, ex- 
celled themselves and gave the guests music 
galore. ' 


THE CONDITION OF THE RIVER 


is really the most engrossing subject just 
now: a fow days after the navigation open- 
ed, a cold snap came along;. after some 
yacillation it decided to stay, and con- 
requontly creeks, ponds, and shallows refroze, 
drift ice accumulated, got caught in the 
congested bends, and lol for eight or ten 
days the Peiho has beea as firmly blocked 
as ever it has been since it became a river. 
Tce floating below the surface has managed 
‘also to get jammed and 20 we have the 
‘astounding phenomenon of ice ten feet thick 
in some parts of the channel. The block is; 
complete: vessels above cannot get down, 
nor those down-stream get up. Not a few 
native craft are caught hard 
fast in the icé: and there they have ay 
till the clerk relents or changes his mind. 
I think I am right in saying that there wero 
thirty steamers at the Bar and in Tangku 
yesterday, avaiting dispatch, A large num- 
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ber of lighters and tow boats is up here, 50 
that the Bar facilities are lessened. Tho 
China Merchants have been able to do just 


SOCIALLY 

we are quiet. A happy conceit is to be 
realised this week in private life. Three 
Indies are to assemble their dinner parties 
in one house later in the evening, and each 
guest is either so dressed or weating such 
symbols as will convey to the well-read and 
-the riddle-guesser the name of a well-known 
book: ¢g, a handsome black eye may stand 
for “Hard Hit,” a straight flush for “Bound 
to Win.” Tho idea is quite novel to 
Tiontain. Wo also hear proposals for the 
future of a Dickens Ball, a Pickwick oF 
Copperfield Danes in which the costames 
would be limited to the author or works 
assigned. 








GENERAL. 


le Macdonald is to be asked to be 
of the Anderson 


Sir Cl 
present at the openin; 
Pavilion on Exster Monday, aan it fs 

joped we may get up a good cricket match. 

‘Messrs, Twinning and Morse are to give 
aconcert here on Friday. Some curiosity 
is felt a3 to how a show (so far) apparently 
single-handed as far as the art is con- 
cerned will come off. Just as luck will have 
it, our port is exceedingly strong just now 
in good vocal amateurs; indeed we have 
one singer with whom high-class profession- 
als might be proud to be associated. 

The Afi is in ‘active rehearsal and 
will be mounted after Easter. 

‘At the moment of closing the river gives 
signs of opening; the ice barrier is now 
only serious in Boad’s Bend. The weather 
- suddenly become genial and spring- 
ike. 


15th March. 














NOTES FROM THE SOUTH. 


(PROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
—_+__. 
THE WEEK. 

There is little news of interest to record 
during the past week. ‘The weather has 
continued fine and cool for March. In the 
interior they aro suffering from want of rain, 
and it is feared that, unless the welcome 
showers come oon the rice erops will prove 
very thor. 

whe Brough Comedy Company continue 
to perform nightly to crowded houses, ang 
many ardent lovers of the play take care not 
to miss a single performance. 


PRINCE HENRY, 


‘The Deuschland went into dock at Kow- 
Joon on the 14th inst., and H. R. H. Prince 
Henry of Prussia became the guest of the 
acting Governor at Government House. 
On the afternoon of the 14th General 
and Mrs. Black gave a garden party at 
Government House, which was numerousl; 
attended. The Prince took part in this 
function, and earned golden opinions by 
his pleasant demeanour. He undoubtedly 
bears a striking resemblance to his distin- 
guished father, Frederick the Noble. On 
the 15th inst His Royal Highness dined 
with Mr. and Mrs. Siebs, No one in the 
Teutonic community could more fittingly 
entertain the Prince than the genial and 
much esteemed head of the tine old house 
of Siemssen & Co. On the 17th inst. 
ERE. went to Canton in the steamer 
Hantow, and at Whampoa he was met by a 
gunboat sent by the Viceroy. On arrival 
at Canton the Prince was received on the 
‘Wharf by the Viceroy and the Governor, 
who accompanied him to the German Con- 
sulate at Shameen. The party then pro- 
ceeded to the Viceregal yamén, where the 
Prince was entertained at a banquet. They 
returned to the Consulate at, five o'clock. 
In the evening there was a great display of 
Chinese fireworks in honour of the dis- 
tinguished visitor. 

THE PROPOSED EXTENSION OF THIS 
COLONY. 


Daring all the discussion and negotiations 





a little in the way of unloading by taking 
advantage of their new ground at Tang! 


on the Chinese Question we have, until the 
other day, had no reference through Reuter’s 
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‘acy or in-the, home papers to the desired 
etenvion of the boundaries of Hongkong. 
On the 14th inst, however, Mr. Curzon 
stated in the House of Commons that the 
steps required (or the proper security of Hong- 
kong had been occupying the attention of 
the Government for some time. As these 
embrace the acquisition of Mirs Bay and the 
islands to the south of Hongkong, it would 
seem as though the Birmingham’ Post -was 
speaking by book the other day when it 
stated that an enlargement-of the British 
concession at Kowloon may be looked for at 
no distant date even if it be not a direct 
consequence of the present negotiation. So 
mote it be. Wesball not be secure until 
this extension bas been gained. 


ATTACK ON AN OFFICIAL. 


Yesterday moming about 9 am, a daring 
attack was made by two Chinese upon 
Mr. Bryan, Sanitary Inspector, while walk- 
ing down Magazine Gap toad’ One of the 
ruffians who was armed with a spade struck 
at Mr. Bryan with it and inflicted a cut 
across the head, which would have been 
serious had he not partly warded it off with 
his stick. The men effected their escape, 
but they will probably be arrested, as it is 
cae they sre workmen whe poe 

e against the inspector. The spade | 
fins been identified. es 
NEW STEAMSHIP LINE TO THE FAR EAST. 


The Hamburg-American 
Andalusia from Hamburg, left Singapore for 
this port on the 17th inst. and will arrive 
probably on Tuesday. This is the first 
steamer of a new regular monthly service 
by this important line to Eastern Asin, 











calling at Penang, Singapore, Hongkong. 
Shanghai, Kobe, and’ Yokohama. New 
easels will be employed on the line with a 





burden of 8,000 tons and a speed of about | 
12 knots, Larger and faster passenger 
steamens will be run if and when the need 
arises, Messrs. Carlowitz & Co. are the| 
agents for the new line. 


SUDDEN DzZATHS, 


‘An inquest is now proce ting to enquire 





into the circumstances attending the death | 


of Mr. H. Cook, Secretary and Manager of 
the New Club, which “occurred recently. 
From the medical evidence it is tolerabiy 
~ iat he died ‘from an overdose of 
chloral. 


On Thursday. afternoon Alfred Feltham, | 


a ward-master in the Government Civil | 


Hospital, was found dead in bed in his | 
i tation. ‘There were no 
tances in the case, and 





suspicious circi 
the deceased, who was quite a young man, 
was generally liked. Probubly heart disease 


SINGAPORE AND THE PLAGUE. 


‘The plague is a real bogey to our Singa- 
pore neig urs, Considerable indignation 
was kindled on Saturday Inst by the action 
of the Straits Government in declaring this 
port Infected because plague was sporadic 
here. ‘Tho cases have been few, and were 
rapidly declining to nif when’ the pro- 
clamation was made. It is open to question 
whether plague is not present, more or less, 
in the spring, like small-pos, in all ports of 
South China. Formerly it was dubbed fever 
or cholera, because we were unaware of the 
buboes, and the Chinese called it fever 
simply. While the filthy and jnsanitary 
condition of their towns continues the 
disease will find perennial hotbeds in which 
to fester. In Hongkong the slums are now 
purified and the disease should die out. 


NATIONAL BANK OF CHINA, LD. 


The annual meeting of shareholders in 
this institution was held on the 12th inst. 
when the report and accounts (a summary 
of which I have already given) were adopted 
unanimously, ‘The Chairman expressed re- 











‘THE.CHINA SUGAR REFINING CO., LD. 

As foreshadowed in a previous letter, the 
report to be presented to the shareholders 
of the above company at their annual meet- 
ing fixed for the 2rd inst. is'a highly 
favourable one. The net gain on working 
account for the year amounts to$508,753.31, 
of which $80,000 has already been applied 
to payment of an interim dividend of 
4 per cent. It is proposed to spply 
$75,000 to reduction of property account, 
$140,000 to formation of equalisation of 
dividend fand, to pay 2 final. dividend of 
10 per cent (making 14 per cent in all), 
and to carry the ce of $13,743.31 to 
new account. I think that all investors 
will applaud the step proposed to be taken 
to form a reserve for equalisation of 
dividends: it is required not. only to assure 
investors of thejr interest, but to steady 
the stock and give-it more stability. 


THE PUNJOM MINING 00. LD. 


The first meeting of the newly formed 
Punjom Mining Co., Ld. was held on 
the 14th inst., when the Chairman stated 
that the reports from the new Manager, 
Mr. Philipps, continued to be very satis- 
factory, and he thought the prospects 
of the Company were excellent. He then 
read a letter from Mr. Bailey, who is 
now in London, who stated that he had 
not been able to succeed in securing the 
necessary capital to prospect, develop, and 
purchase the mines according to the terms 
conceded, and after some discussion it was 
decided to give Mr. Bailey notice to termi- 
nate the agreement under which he had 
been authorised to form a company to take 
over the’Puujom Mines. 


NAVAL NEWS. 


Movementa in the man-of-war anchorage 
this week-have not been numerous. The 
British dispatch vessel Alarrity, having 
Vice-Admiral Sir E. Seymour on_board, 
arrived here on the 1th inst, from Chusan, 
and the torpedo-boat destroyer Handy 
arrived with her. On the 17th inst. the 
Italian cruiser Marco Polo arrived hero from 
| Naples. This ship, an armoured cruiser of 
4,583 wns’ displacement, is heavily armed and 
has a speed of 19 knots. She will, itis report- 
| ed, be followed shortly by the cruisers Vellor 
| Pisani, Lombardia, and the Giovanni Bawsan, 
which’ will make up the Italian squadron in 
the East. ‘The British cruiser Agar re- 
\turned here from Manila yesterday. It is 
rumoured that the new first-class battleship 
Goliath, about to be launched at Chatham, 
is to be fitted with all possible expedition, 
‘and dispatched to China. 


‘Hongkong, 19th March, 

















LONDON. 


(fnost OUR’ LADY CORRESPONDEET.) 
—_+—__ 
Hy AN OLD cUusTos. 


Prior to the opening of Parliament 
j RRich took place on Tuesday the quaint 

ustom of “hunting for Guy” was once 
{more gone through. Some hours before 
the Speaker-took the chair the gentleman 
; usher of the Black Rod accompanied by an 
(Inspector, the yeomen of the guard and 
various other attendants, made a tour of 
[the entire house, commencing: with the 
Princes’ Chamber, going steadily through 
i every room, passage, and vault, and finally 
ing up with the House of Lords, after 
| which survey they reported that neither 
‘the historic gentleman nor any of his des- 
cendants were anywhere in hiding, and that 
members of both the Upper.and Lower 
Houses might rest assured that they could 
legislate in safety. ‘Thero may be those 
who laugh at this ancient custom still being 














ret at their inability to pay a dividend, ‘ preserved, but in these days of anarchists 


ut suid arrangements lind been made to 
the grestest economy and he hoped 


exerci 
better 





ult would be achieyed next year. | 


and dynamite plots it is probably far more 
necessary shan in the days’ when: it-was 
first inaugarated, 





THE QUEEN'S SPEECH 
plenty of legislation. The army 
wy aro both to be considerably 
strengthened. Treland is to have a local 
government bill and the sugar bounties 
to recsive speci a 
apsech dealt mainly with 
affairs in China—is was most masterly’ in 
style and has ‘been very’ woll received by 
the country gonerally. Groat disappoint- 
ment is felt that the Ioan proposals havo 
fallen through. On Sunday ‘there was a 
report that matters had been satisfactorily 
arranged with Great Britain, and the Sun- 
day Special, a new and uptodate Sunda: 

paperyhad an article on the subject in which 
they said : ‘In the new field ‘laid open.to 
our manufacturers there is such opportunity 
for immediate development as hay not 
been known since India was first laid open 
to European competition.” After this it 
was very sxd that on Monday the rumours 
were found to be promature. 












‘THE LIBERAL FORWARDS. 

I was at a meeting’ of this ‘body last 
week at the Queen's Hull. They met to 
condemn the policy of the Governmont in 
Eastern Europe, India, and South Africa, 
to assert the claims of Labour, and to 
commend the progressive policy of the 
London County Oouncil. Mr. G. W. BE. 
Rassell was in the chair. Tho principal 
speaker wore Dr. Clifford (who has lately 
returned from a tour round tho world and 
had a gront recoption), and Mr. F. 8. 
Mendl, the newly elected member ‘for 
Plymouth. Of course the Government 
came in for the severest consure possible. 
The Chairman said they were a proverb 
all over the world for helpless, hope- 
less acquiescence in wrong-doing. Dr. 
Clifford went almost further. He said 
the moral and political condition of our 
country was no full of portent of disaster 
that every Englishwan would be filled with 
apprehension concerning the future of his 
country whether he belonged to the 
Liberal, the Radical, or tho ‘Cory party. 
‘The fact of the matter was that the coun- 
try was under the heol of an oppressive 
and immoral Toryiam. Since 1815° we 
had not been enmeshed in such a sories of 
internal complicstions as to-day. Speaking 
of the Concert of Europs, he said it was an 
atrophy of the conscience and a degradation 
ofour life, Lord Salisbury, Mr. Chamberlain, 
or, as they called him, “the new Disracli,” 
nd Mr. Ceci! Rhodes all came in for about 
n equal amount of blame for the part they. 
are playing in ruining the country, one 
gront accusation made against Mr. Cham- 
berlain being that he wished to make 
Birmingham instend of London the capital 
of England. Mr. Rhodes was held re- 
sponsiblo for the ‘infamous raid organised 
by mercenary imoney-grubbers and 
executed by Bedlamites and cut-throats.”” 
Altogether thé main object of the meet- 
ing seemed to be tu censure everyone 
except the working man—the honest 
son of toil, who is to have comfortably 
quarters provided for him. in his old ayo, 
and nut be coipelled through lack uf 
means to go to the workhouso or any such 
degrading abode. It seemed to moa pity 
that # little advice was not given on the 
avoidance of strikes, thy most fruitful 
source of poverty in these days. A few 
days ago I saw a statement as to tho total 
loss incurred by masters and men in the 
late Engineers” strike, and it totalled up 
to the enormous sum of £10,376,000, the 
loss of the men being estimated at 
£4,680,000, and that of the masters 
(through loss of trade,etc.) at £5,696,000. 
‘The lesson to be learnt from these figures 
is too obvious to need comment. 


























MR. CECT, RHODES 
is sgain in town and looking very well. 
In an interview with a D. 7. reporter he 
spoke very lightly. of the severe illness with 
which'he has been «credited. “I did have 
a touch of fever, he said, but ‘not‘much' of 
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just a few days and it slightly affected 
my heart.” Speaking of the ‘Transcon- 
tinontal telegraph he said: ‘In two months’ 
time our line will be opened at Tete on the 
Zambesi and this whole line from Uintali to 
‘Pete will be completed within two months, 
all the wire is on iron poles and so. far 
there have been no breakdowns or sto 
pages.” He was very amusing on the 
score of English people and their love 
of a safe five per cent interest. In 
answer to a question he said: “Yes, I 
admire then and their Press and they all 
praiso my dreams. Yes, that’s the word, 
but until they see,five per cent they don’t 
put their money ‘into my undertakings, 
‘Phey, extol the effect of rail and wiro as 
civilising agencies but no money is forth- 
coming and the banks sit tight, but onco 
five por cont is in sight then their practical 
philanthropy provides all we require.” 








A NEW DEPARTURE. 

A daily newspaper has just been started 
in Paris, the staff of which is entirely com- 
posed of women. Even the “office boys” 
are girls, no men are employed at all and 
so far the sales have been so great that 
at any rate for the present, its success 
seems assured. Strange to ‘say such a 
venture would not be possible in England, 
or at any rte it could contain no Parlia- 
mentary news, as here women journalists 
are not allowed in the House. “Some few 
weeks ago a friend of mine had an offer 
from a firm to write a weekly Parliamen- 
mentary letter for an Indian paper. Before 
accepting she wrote to Mr. Erskine, the 
sergeant-atiarms, asking if she might have 
a reporter's ticket for the Ladies’ Gul- 
lery, or any other part of the House, 
for this purpose. ‘The reply, thongh most 
courteous, was in the negative. No part of 
the House was open to her,tho ladies’ gallery 
being entirely reserved for the friends of 
members. ‘They are evidently more liberal 
in their ideas in France and it is even 
suggested that when tho next war breaks 
out this enterprising paper will send their 
special lady correspondent, who will doubt- 
less receive every consideration from her 
mule confréres. 

KINO INFLUENZA 

is with us again and last Saturday claimed 
as his victim the Marchesa Di Santurce, 
better known perhaps as the wife of tho 
pave famous Me Murietta, who was noted 
when in the palmy days of his wealth for 
tho prodigality of his entertainments. 
Since the terrible financial crash which 
robbed the Muriottas of their wealth they 
have lived in comparative privacy and the 
‘Marchesa died in # house in Eaton Square, 
where she had resided for some time. Hi 
daughter, Lady William Neville, is much to 
be pitied as in addition to the shock of her 
mother’s sudden death her husband, Lord 
William, is in prison awaiting his trial on 
various charges in the Spender-Clay case, a 
true bill having been brought in against 
him and the application for bail refused. 
Tt appears that her elder sister, wife of tho 
Duc de Santona, had a settlement of £2,000 
‘year but Lady William Neville had only 
an allowance of the same amount, so 
when the crash came her income 
ceased, which taken in conjunction with 
her other troubles makes her lot especially 
hord. 











BAYREUTH IN LONDON. 

Next June will witness a new order of 
things at Covent Garden. We are to 
have a series of Wagner cycles done as at 
Bayreuth. ‘The performances are to.com- 
mence at five o'clock, except on Satur- 
Gay when they will begin at four. After 
the first act there will be an interval of an 
hour and a half for a light dinner, then on 
again till about eleven in time for supper. 
Te all sounds very odd but every one 
Who has been to one of these cycles at 
Bayreuth comes back so enchanted: that 
I suppose we shall be too. The prices to 


be charged for the seats are not at all exces. j Rule. 





sive. A stall for the éycle of four per- 
formances will be five guineas; other parts 
of the house of course less in proportion. 
So far no terms are quo‘ed for single 
performances—one is evidently supposed to 
attend the whole four or none. ‘This in 
Tune -when so much goes on will be diffi- 
ult, but perhaps it will arrange itself later 
on. The casts are published and include 
Madame Eames, Miss M. Brema, the de 
Reszkes and many other old favourites. Tho 
operas are Das Rheingold, Die Walkiire, 
ried, and Die Gotterdimmerung. Der 
Riiig des Niebelungen is likewise to be 
given in its entirety, so that lovers of Wag- 
ner are likely to have a great treat. 
ANOLO-AUSTRALIAN TEST MATCH. 

At the Alhambra just now they have a 
cinematographic representation of the first 
‘Teat Match of the present English Cricket 
team which was played in Sydney on the 
1Gth of December last. I went to see ita few 
nights ago but was disappointed. Only one 
view showed the match at all and then it 
was difficult to reengnise the players. Scene 
two showed Ranjitsinhji at the nets, but 
he was evidently only moving his’ bat, 
about to oblige the photographer as no ball 
was to be seen. The other two views were 
of the Australians and Englishmen leaving 
the field, and again it was quite impossible 
to recognise most of the players. They 
have a marvellous ventriloquist there, a 
man called Nobel. I don't know if he is 
any relation of the Norwegian who has 
ately left such an eccentric will, but he 
certainly deserves tho title of “King of 
ventriloquists,” as he walks about first 
with one dummy and then with two, 
and makes the man puff away at a 
cigarette while the woman sings a song, 
and does such a variety of wonderful 
things with such lightning rapidity 
that it is difficult to believe he has no 
confederate hidden away in lay figures. 

ANOTHER GIANT STEAMER. 

The Cymric, the latest addition to the 
White Star line, built by Messrs. Harland 
and Wolff of Belfast, arrived in the Mersey 
on Friday. She is nearly as large as 
the Great Eastern, being 600 ft. long and 
12,500 tons measurement, and is meant 
for tho Atlantic trade. ‘These floating 
palaces get more and more magnificent but 

many respects are not so comfortable as 
steamers half the size. $ 

. K 























11th Februvry. 


(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
PARLIAMENT. 

Members in the Commons are still discus- 
sing the debate on the address in reply to 
the speech from the throne, but the last of 
the amendments is to be disposed of to- 
night, and on Monday the House will get 
seriously to work. For years there has 
been talk both in the House and outsidi 
of the necessity of doing away with this 
address altogether, or at all events of abo- 
ishing the right of faddists to move amend- 
ments to it on any conceivable subject. 
‘There have been two or three fair'y inte- 
resting debates this time, but of course they 
might just as well have taken place at a 
debating society for all the effect they will 
have. 





JUSTICE 10 IRELAND. 

We have had a Home Rule debate, 
instigated by Mr. John Redmond, mainly 
for the purpose of making the Radical 
leaders toe the line, and partly to em- 
barrass Mr. John Dillon, the anti Parnel- 
lite. But Mr. Redmond’s amendment, 
declaring Home Rule the most urgent of 
all domestic questions, obtained only 65 
supporters, while 233 voted against—figures 
which quite recalled the old days of Mr. 
Tsaac Butt—the days before Mr. Gladstone 
committed the bulk of his Party to Home 
‘Then we have an amendment on 








‘the subject of Irish distress, and another 
proposing amnesty’ for the Irish ‘political 
prisoners, and yet another in favour of the 
establishment of a Roman Catholic univer- 
sity in Ireland, And on Monday, when 
the address has been disposed of, we are 
to see the introduction of the Trish Local 
Government Bill. So the Sister Isle s'ill 
claims a fair share of the attention of the 
Imperial Parliament. 


THE FRONTIER WAR. 
But of greater interest than all these 
was the two nights’ debate on .the Indian 
Frontier policy of the Government. ‘The 
opening of the attack had been entrusted 
by the Radical leaders to Mr. Lawson 
n, Q.C., who, by the way had to 
& postponement of the trial of Lord 
William Nevill, for whose defence he was 
retained, in order to attend to this pa 
mentary’ duty, Lord George Hamilton 
defended the policy of the Government in 
what was undoubtedly the most effectivo 
speech he has ever delivered in the House 
of Commons; and if he did not prove 
conclusively that the ‘ Forward” policy 
on the Notth.west Frontier is. the best 
policy, at least he established the fact that 
the responsibility for that policy rests quite 
as heavily on the Liberals as on tho 
Conservatives, The division went on strict- 
ly party lines, the Government securing a 
majority of 103. Outside the House the 
Government has not been doing quite so 
well. It is true that the Liberals did not 
dare to contest the Birmingham division 
which was left vacant by the death of Mr. 
George Dixon; but in Pembrokeshire 
Lord Halsbury’s impartiality in giving 0 
colonial law appointment’ to the Radical 
member has not been rewarded. Mr. 
Wynford Phillips has increased the Liberal 
majority from 580 to 1,664, the highest on 
record in this constituency. At York there 
is to be a recount, so Lord Charles 
Beresford sits uneasily in his seat. 


SHAKESPEARE 
ig in the ascendant just now. No fower 
than three first-class houses havo the Bard 
of Avon in their programmes. Sir Henry 
Irving has revived the Merchant of Venice 
at the Lyceum; Mr. Alexander has pro- 
duced “Much Ado about Nothing at the 
St. James's, and Mr. ‘Tree is still playing 
Julius Cuesar at Her Majesty's. Yesterday 
afternoon Mr. ‘Tree gave a private por- 
formance. and filled his house with actors 
and actresses and dramatists and critics. 
Tt was a most enthusiastic house, for nobody 
enjoys playgoing like’ the actors ; and on 
every side ono heard between the acts 
expressions of surprise and delight at the 
wonderful staze management of the crowds. 
‘Those who remembor the visit of the Suxe- 
Meiningen Company a few years ago, and 
the praises which were shoirered on them 
for their all-round excellence, have to 
admit that Mr. Beerbohm ‘Tree has no- 
thing to learn from Germany. ‘There 
is no stroke of genius in his rendering of 
Mark Antony, but it is a highly praise- 
worthy performance, and the same may be 
said of every one of the prominent parts in 
the play. 




















BURNT SCENERY. 
Sir Henry Irving, by the way, suffered 
a serious loss last night in the destraction 
by fire of enormous quantities of sconery 
and properties which he had stored in two 
railway arches in Southwark. The London, 
Chatham and Dover Railway Company runs 
strain between three and four in the mora- 
ing with the special object of carrying 
Fleet-street journalists and printers home 
after putting their various newspapers to 
bed, and this morning the train had to run 
between two fires, issuing one from each 
side of Sir Henry's store-house in the 
railway arches, Fortunately all the scenery 
required in the plays announced for early 
reproduction is already at the Lyceum, so 
the loss will uot seriously interfere with 
Sir Henry's arrangements, 
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‘AT THE ST. JAMES'S. 

Mr. Alexander and Miss Neilson have 
secured the approval of most of the crities 
as Benedick and Beatrice, though they c~m- 

Isin that Mr. Alexander's Benedick is a 
ittle too buoyant and youthful, and Miss 
Neilson’s Beatrice a little lacking in arch- 
ness. 





LORD WILLIAM SEVILE 
has pleaded guilty to the charge of fraud in 
having by false pretences induced Mr. 
Sperder Clay to put his signatures to pro- 
missory notes for some fourteen thousand 
pounds, and Mr. Justice Lawrence has 
sentencod him to five years’ penal servitude. 
People were a little surprised at the 
wwerity of the sentence, but on considera- 
tion it is recognised that compared with 
the punishment inflicted on less highly 
placed wrong-doers for similar offances it is 
not too severe. 
‘THE CRYSTAL PALACE 

is really to be saved both from the jerry- 
builder and the vestries. Details of the 
scheme which is to be submitted to the 
shareholders have now been published. 
‘The nominal capital is to be reduced and at 
the samo time fresh capital is to be brought 





‘in, There seems no reason why under good 


management the Crystal Palace should not 
return a very good dividend to its share- 
holders ;-and_as the promoters of the new 
scheme include some of the largest share- 
holders in the old company, there is no 
reason to doubt that tho scheme will’ be 
carried through. It would be thousand 
pities if Paxton’s historic palace of windows 
wer to disappear. 


18th February. 








PARIS. 
(pnost ovr ows CORRESPONDENT.) 
ges 
‘THE TRIAL OF EMILE 20LA. 
Poplar excitement over the trial of Mf. 


Zola has perceptibly diminished since last 
week, and he is now able to enter and 














leave the Palais de Justice without danger of 

ersonal violence. ‘The price of front places 
in the pit—I mean the public enclosure— 
has fallen co bly, much to the disgust 





of the needy individuals who take up their 
sitions outside the doors at daybreak, 
in the hope of selling their place when tho 
proceedings begin at noon. ‘The students 
rom the Latin quarter havo ceased from 
troubling, and the police are at rest. It is 
to be feared that the lull is only temporary. 
Tho dium theologicum aroused by this 
case will not subside for a long time to 
come. The Libre Parole and other anti- 
Semitic organs are doing their best to keep 
alive the hatred of the Jews. The only 
tangible result up to the present has been 
to injure business all over the country. 
Jewish merchants and tradesmen in France 
are drawing in their horns and restricting 
operations until the agitation subsides. 
Others living abroad ure showing their 
resentment by giving no orders to French 
travellers, 

Inside ‘the Court Maitre Labori and 
Maitre Clémenceau have kept up a gallant 
fight for the defence. ‘The Advocate 
Goneral hss completely subsided and might 
as well be miles away for any share ho 
takes in the proceedings. In spite of the 
President's ruling on the opening day, the 
Dreyfus case has been freely discussed. 
Experts by the dozen have declared their 
bslief that the Lordereax was written by 
Esterhazy, ‘They labour under the dis- 
advantage, however, of not having seen 
the original, and repeated demands for its 
predation have met with no response. 

there is a growing belief that the document 
is no longer in the possession of the War 
Ministry. There is no doubt it was origin. 
ally stolen from the German Embassy, and 
the story—by no means an improbable one 
—goes that Count Miinster in requesting 











its return used such significant language 
that the French Government was ol 
tocomply. This would explain M. Méline’s 
refusal to discuss the chose jugée. 

Saturday began with an encounter be- 
tween Lieut.-Col. Picquart and one of his 
former colleagues at the War Office—Lieut. 
Gol. Henry. Picquart, the brilliant St. 
Oyrien, the apostle of light in the Dreyfus 
affair, pale and nervous but full of deter- 
mination, presented a curious contrast to 
Henry, nine years his senior, a big, braw- 
ny soldier who has fought his way up 
from the ranks. The two officers con- 
tradicted each other flatly, and finally 
Henry lost his temper and gave his anta- 
gonist the lie direct. Picquart, trembling 
with suppressed excitement, turned to the 
jury and declared that Henry, Paty du 
Clam, and the other staff officers who had 
given evidence, could not forgive him for 
not sharing their “blind belief” in the 
guilt of Dreyfus. Col. Sandherr, the de- 
ceased head of the secret intellizenoe de- 
partment, “bequeathed the affair” to them 
and urged them to uphold what had been 
done, for the honour of the department ; 
and they having been the moving spirits in 
the prosecution of Dreyfus would do a1 
thing rather than admit that they had 
made a mistake. 

‘Maitre Demange was next called, but, as 
was only to be expected, he was not allowed 
to report what he had heard with regard to 
the secret document communicated to 
Dreyfus’ judges. Subsequently several 
witnesses were called by the defence to 
testify to their belief in M. Zola’s good 
faith. Among them was M. Jaurts, the 
Socialist leader, who seized the opportunity 
to deliver what was practically a speech for 
the defence and a violent attack on the 
Government. M, Jaurds made several very 
effective points. He declared that the trial 
of Esterhazy was a mere farce. The acte 
@accwation, or indictment, was directed 
not against the accused but against Lieut.- 
Col. Picquart. This indictment was read 
in open court, but Picquart’s examination 
was conducted in private and he had no 
opportunity of publicly refuting the charges 
made against him. No attempt was made 
to ascertain the identity of the ‘veiled 
Indy” who supplied Esterhazy with a 
photograph of a document kept under lock 
and key at the War Office. There was 
evidently collusion between the War Office 
and Esterhazy, for otherwise he could not 
have procured the photograph. M. Jaurés 
concluded by de ig that M. Zola had 
rendered France an immense service by 
his efforts in the cause of truth and 
justice. 

‘The next witness was M. Bertillon, tho 
inventor of the anthropometrical system, 
who declared at the trial of Dreyfus that 
the accused wrote the bordereau. M. 
Bertillon is not a graphologist in tho 
ordinary sense of the term, but he has 
invented a marvellous system by which he 
claims to be able to decide graphological 
questions with mathematical exactitude, 
“Geometrical rhythms,” it appears, play 
an important, patt in ‘this system.’ Tho 
inventor offered to explain it in detail, but 
as the demonstration would occupy at least 
two sittings of the Conrt, the proposal was 
received with the utmost disfavour. Maitre 
Labori produced a copy of a most extra- 
ordinary diagram drawn up by M. Ber- 
tillon in relation to the handwriting of 
Dreyfus, and “roasted” the unfortunate 
expert to such an extent that he refused 
to answer any more questions, and the 
public is still awaiting an explanation of 
those “ geometrical rhythms.” 

‘Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday were 
almost entirely taken up by the exami 
tion of graphologists, amateur and profes- 
sional. Oneof them, a Belgian lawyer, gave 
quite an interes-ing little lecture with the 
aid of a blackboard, pointing out all the 
peculiarities common to the bordereau and 
the handwriting of Esterhazy. 


























Yesterday was devoted Ito a species of 


ed | debate sustained by Lieut.-Col. Picquart 


and counsel for the defence on the one 
hand, and by the staff officers on the other. 
It related to the possibility of Esterhazy 
being acquainted with the artillery manual 
and the other matters mentioned in the 
bordtreau. ‘The staf officers contended 
that, a3 an infantry officer, he could not 
have koown anything about them, but 
under examination they were obliged to 
modify their attitude. General Gonse ad- 
mitted it was quite possible that any - 
artillery officer might have shown the 
manual to the major when the latter was at 
the manceuvres, General’ Gonso also assort- 
ed that theborderean must have been written 
in August, 1894, whereas, all through tho 
trial of Dreyfus, it was treated by tho 
prosecution as having been written in tho 
month of Febraary. General de Pellieux 
and General Gonse: were plied with ques- 
tions on these contradictions, and finally 
the former's patience gave way. ‘I have 
had enough of this,” he exclaimed. “We 
had further proof of Dreyfus’ guilt in 
1896. We obtained a letter containing 
the words: ‘Never say anything about 
tho relations we have haa with this Jew?” 
(meaning Dreyfus). This declaration enused 
& sonsation. Maitre Labori immediately 
called for the production of this document 
and General de Pellioux excitedly replied 
that General de Boisdeffre could confirm 
what he had said. The sitting was suspend- 
ed while a messenger was despatched for 
General de Boisdeffre, but as he could 
not be found the case was adjourned till 
to-day. 

This morning General de Boisdeffre 
made his appearance at the witness-stand, 
but beyond a formal confirmation of General 
de Pallioux’ statement, he declined to give 
any evidence. ‘*I cannot disclose secrets 
of State,” he repeated persistently. Major 
Estorhazy, when called, adopted a very 
similar attitude. ‘I have already been 
tried and acquitted,” he defiantly declared, 
“and Tam not going to answor any ques- 
tions from those people” (indicxting coun- 
sel for the defence). ‘The President re- 
fused to ‘order the witness to answer, and 
a deadlock ensued, necessitating an ad- 
journment until to-morrow. ‘This after- 














noon thiere was a renewal of fisticuffs in the 
obbies of the Palais de Justice and thore, 
is excitement in the atmosphere. 

18th February. 





Behing Gazettes, 





ABSTRACT OF PEKING GAZEUTE. 
—_+—_— 
Specially translated for the North-China 
Herald. 


19th January. 


HARD TIMES IN SZECHUAN, 

Kung Shou, ‘Tartar General of Chéngtu 
and Acting Viceroy of Szechuan, in sond- 
ing the sum of ‘Tis. 50,000 by a draft on 
a Peking bank, states that owing to grant 
drains made upon th» province for money 
to prosecute the war against the Mahom- 
medan rebels in Kansu during 1895.6, 
the Provincial Treasurer and the Sult 
and Tea Taotais wf Szechuan have had 
considerable difficulty in collecting tho 
accompanying sum of money for trans- 
mission to Peking, owing to the revenues 
of the province” having already heen 
hypotheeated by loans made: on them 
in oder to send sufficient funds to the 
seat of war in Kansu. The memorialist 
and his colleagues, however, having in 
mind the urgent need of funds, at the 
present crisis, for raising and prop+rly 
arming the troops of the empire, and that 
although the said Tis. 50,000'go under 
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the heading of “Contribution for the Ex- 
tension of Railway Building,” the truth 
is that it has beon transferred to the 
account for arming the army. Hence ex- 
traordinary efforts have been made to raise 
the quota of money from Szechuan pro- 
vines in order that the Central Government 
may not find its hands tied for want of 
funds in the important duty of rsisiug a 
proper army at the present crisis. The 
memorialist therefore explains thit the 
ssid Tle, 50,000 are made up of Tis. 
410,000 obtained through subseriptions, Tis. 
10,000 from the funds Iaid by for prying 
the salaries of the principal staff, and ‘Tls 
30,000 scraped together from the various 
tax departments, ete, Although the mem- 
rialist has been enabled to send the 
regular quota demanded from Szechuan at 
this time of the year, he fails to see 
what funds can be available for the other 
contributions about to fall due in the near 
future for transmission to Peking. He, 
therefore, begs his Majesty to direct the 
Board of Revenue to note the ciroum- 
stances under which the enclosed draft of 
‘Tis. 50,000 has been sent to Peking — 
Resoriph: Let the Board of Rerenve take 
note. 











13th January. 


COURT CIRCULAR. 
‘The Board of Astronomy presented this 
morning t» his Majesty a diagram of the 
anticipated eclipse of the sun on New 
Year's day (22nd January 1898). 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) With reference to the memorial of 
the Board of War asking that officers be 
appointed to examine our vegetarian 
diet and fasts during the sacrificixl 
worships required to be offered by us in 
person during the Ist moon, we hereby 
appoint P’éng Shou, the Duke of Cho, 

isin Ohi, Fu Chu-li, S6 Ling-d,.P‘u Shan, 
Heiang En, and En P'u to undertake the 
said duties during the next month. 

(2) We hereby announce that we intend, 
after transacting all business of State to- 
morrow morning, to go to the Southern 
Lake to pay our usual obeisances to her 
Imperial Majesty the Empress Dowager, 
and upon returning to Peking proceet! 
midday to the Tze-knang Pavilion to wi 
ness the wrestling, matches between Mat 
chus and Mongolians and other atthletic 
games annually held there. 























Meetings. 


THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL. 








At a meeting of the Council held in the 
Board Room, Noe. 23, Kiangse Road, 
Shanghai, on Weduesday, the 16th March, 
1898, at 4.30 p.m. 

Present :—Messrs. J. S, Fearon, (Chair- 
man), F.-Anderson, E. A. Hewett, R. 
Inglis, J. Prentice, M. Rohde, . Shellim, 
‘A. P, Stokes, J. Welch, the Secretary, and 
tho Assistant Secretary. 

The Summons calling the meeting is taken 
as read. 

The Minutes of last meeting are read, 
confirmed, signed by the Chairman, and 
passed for publication. 

Cash Statement for the past week is 
submitted, and cheques for sundry ac- 
counts are signed. 

Return of Prisoners apprehended and 
police daily reports for the past week are 
submitted. 

Shanghai Public School—The annexed 
correspondence is ordered to be published : 


Shanghai Public School. 
Shanghai, 12th March, 1898. 


Str,—I am instructed to request the Coun- 
cil to nominate one of their members as their 
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representative on the Committes of the above 
School. 
Tam, Sir, 
‘Your obedient servant, 
JouN StesHousE, 
Hon. Sec. Shanghai Public School 


: Committee. 
5.0. P. Bray, Esq., 
Secretary, Shanghai Municipal Council. 





Municipal Council. 

Shanghai, 17th March, 1998. 
Si,—In reply to your letter of 12th 
instant, I am now directed to inform you 
that Mr. E. A. Hewett has been elected, and 
has consented. to serve as the representative 
of the Council on the Pablic School Commit- 

tee. 
Tam, Sir, 
‘Your obedient'servant, 

J. 0. P. Buaxp, 

Secretary. 





Jons Srexnovse, Esq., 
Hon. Sec. Shanghai Public School 
Committee. 


Volunteers—Proposed Naval Company.— 
‘The following correspondence is ordered to 
be published :-— 

Head Quarter Office, 
Shanghai, 26th February, 1898, 
From the Officer Commanding the Corps to 
the Chairman, the Shanghai Municipal 
Council 

Sir,—I have the honour to inforin_you 
that 40 of the’ Mercantile Marine Officers 
connected with the port of Shanghai have, 
acting under the auspices of the Mercantile 
Marine Officers’ Association, decided to tender 
their services to the Council to form a Naval 
Company of the S.V.C. to work the machine 
guns either afloat or ashore as circumstances 
may direct. 

T have hind the pleasure of an interview 
with and enclose a letter dated 24th 
ist., from the Chairman of their Committee, 
embodying the points settled, fro 
which you will sce the new Company’ would 
come in on exactly the same terms as those 
Already forming the Corps, 

‘A special standard of efficiency would of 
course have to be fixed, as the ordinary 
ayocations of the members would preclude 
them from putting in the whole of their drills 
ete, during the usual annual traini 
S.V.C. but this and all details in 
ich things, can be 











































torily arranged. 

I propose to arm them with M. H. earbines 
and sword bayonets in addition to the 
rans. The uniform woro would be 
ion of the usual Blue Jacket’s one. 

‘The members hope to increase the numbers 
very largely when once organised and in 
working order. 

Tcannot toostrongiy reoneamand| the accept- 
ance by the Council of this offer, for I am 
thoroughly convinced that if the new Com- 
pany should prove a success, and I can see 
valid reason why it 4 not do so, it 
would be a very valuable addition indeed to 
the strength of the S.V.C. 

T have the honour to be, 
Si 
Your obedient servant, 
Cron, Hottinay, 
Major, Commanding 8.1.0. 


MM. M. Officers’ Association, 
Shanghai, 24th February, 1993. 
Dear Sm,—In reply to your letter of the 
19th January, 1898, relative to the formation 
of a Naval ' Volunteer Corps we beg to 
inform you that a Committee has been formed 
to carry out your wish and suggestions. We 
are pleased to say, that up to the present 
time forty members have placed their names 
on a list, and are willing to serve in the Naval 
Brigade. The said members are desirous to 
place themselves entirely under your control, 
in conjunction with the Shanghai Volunteers, 
for the protection of the Settlements. 
Iam, Sir, 
Yours faithiully, 
E. J. Tapn, 
Chairman of Committee for the 
Naval Volunteers, 
Major Houzipar, 


S.'V. Corps. 
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Municipal Conne' 
Shanghai, 9th March. 
Srm,—I am directed to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of 26th ult., which has 
received the careful attention of the Council 
at its two last meetings. The proposed for- 
mation of a Naval Volunteer Company, as 
there set forth, is a matter which inthe 
opinion of the Conncil, requires more detailed 
consideration than can be given to it in the 
shor 1g which the Council will 
in office ; it has therefore been reforred 
e immediate attention of the incoming 
Watch Committee, who will doubtless confer 
with you on thesubject at the exrliest possible 
te. 





















Ihave the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
J. 0. P. Bras, 
Secretary. 
Major Cect, Houpay, 
Commanding 8.V.C. 


Municipal Council, 
Shanghai, 17th March, 1893, 

Sim,—With reference to the interview 
which took place yesterday between yourself 
and the Couneil to discuss your proposals in, 
regard to the formation of a Naval Company 
of the S.V.C., I am now directed to stato 
that the Council accepts the offer conveyed 
in your letter of 26th ultimo and sanctions 
the formation of the proposed Company, 

‘The Council requests that you will convey 
its thanke to the members of the Mereantio 
Marine Officers’ Association for their public- 
spirited offer to co-operate in the protection 
of the Settlement. 

T have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
J.0. P, Buaxo, 
Secretary 





Mazon Crom, Hounipay, 
Commanding S.V.0. 


Works matters.—The following abstract 
of the Engineer's monthly report for Fe- 
bruary is submitted and ordered to bo 
published :— 


Shanghai Mucisipal Council, 
Shanghai, 23rd March, 1898, 
Abstract of the Municipal Engineer's Report 
for Fabruary, 1898. 

Works in Pronress. 

Roap Exressioy 
of the following roads 

‘Sik King Koon Soo Roa, 

Jansen Rond, south of Yangtzepoo Road, 

Fearon Road, between Rifle Range and 
Scott Roads. 

North Honan Road, betweon Boone Road 
avd Boundary Stone No. 6. 

‘Chaoufoong Road, north of Seward Road. 

Boone Road, between Chapoo and North 
‘Szechuen Road 

Rifle Range Road, between Fearon Road 
and Woosung Road. 

Thorburn Road, 











The making up, ete., 














north of Yangtzepoo 








Road. 
‘Woosung Road, north of Rifle Range Road. 
‘Teepoo Road, between North Kiangse and 

North Honan Roads. 

Chapoo Road, north of Quinsan Roa 
Wetmore Roai, north of Yangtzepoo 
Road. 


‘Yangtzepoo Road, 8,621 men have been 
employed in making-up and metalling this 
road dering the month. 

Posuic Mangars aso Dart Hatt.—All 
the iron columas and girders carrying the 
Drill Ball floor have been erected. 

Districr Portes Sratiox, Wrst Hosa- 
xxw.—The internal work is well in hand, 

‘Fime Sra1 , Haxtury Roap.—The con- 
erete foundation and footiogs are complete. 

> EXtexstos axp_ WIDENINGS.—Ac- 
quisition of land. Negotiations have taken 
place in connection with the following road 
widenings — 2 
Hankow Road. 
Nanking Road. 
‘Tientain Road. 

Amongst other works ia progress are— 

‘A_ stable and coachhouse at the Cattle 
Sheds. 

‘A vaccine station in the Ixolation Hospital 
grounds. 

Rebuilding Artillery Gun Sheds, Old Cen 
tral Station Compound. 
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Rebuilding wall on southern frontage of 
Cathedral (Hlankow Road widening). 
Laying out Pablic Park, Hongkew. 
(GeNERAt. —678 tons of road material have 
been brought down from the Quarry and 
4,933 tons have been used during the moot 
12 applications for permits to build relating 
to 232 houses have been received. 
6 troes have been planted and 75 trans~ 
planted, 
4,805 pieces of eoncrate ware have beea 
made, 
The averace number of labourers employed 
per day during the month was 1,390. 
Cuantes Mars, 
Municipal Engineer. 


Gas Co.'s Contract for Public Lighting. — 
As the result of the Cuncil’s negotiations 
with the Shanghai Gas Company, the 
following coutract has been made and 
signed :— 

AGREEMENT WITH THE GAS COMPANY. 

Memorandum of agreement made and en- 
tered into this Mth day of March, 1898, 
between the Council for the Foreign Com- 
anunity of Shanghai (hereafter called the 
Council) of the one part, and the Shanghai 
Gas Company (hereafter called the Company) 
cf the other part whereby it is mutually 
agreed as follows namely :— 

1.—The Company shall each and every 
evening during the term of one year to be 
con:puted from the First dey of January, 
1898, cause to be lighted with gas the public 
gas lampy in the reveral streets, roads and 
ether places within and about the Foreign 
Settlements at Shanghai. as are +t, present 
erected fitted up and lighted by the Com- 
pany and auch additional gas lamps and of 
such descriptions as the Council may from 
time to time require to be erected ani light- 
cd of which reasonable notice in writing shall 
be given to the Company and all such lamps 
shall be kept lighted throughout the night 
between the hours hereinafter specified except 
‘on moonlight nights when all lamps shall be 
extinguished at midnight (with the exception 
of the 10 fect Wharf lamps) on two nights 
Vofore full moon, the night of the full moon 
and the two succeeding nights. ‘The Muni- 
cipal Engineer of the said Settlements shall 
be at liberty at any time during this Agree- 
ment to direct that the lighting of certain of 
the Inmps to be lighted hereunder and 
whether now erected oF additional (to be 
erected and as herein provided by order of 
the Council) shall be discontinued provided 
that the minimum: number of lamps to be 
lighted under this Agreement at any one 
time and whether now erected or additional 
or both be never less than Three hundred and 
fifty (359). 

%—TheCouncil shall on the last day of 
each inonth or as soon after as practicable 
cause to be paid to the Company in respect of 
each lamp to be lighted by the Company 
under this Agreement the monthly sums 
stated in Schedule A hereunto attached the 
first payment to be made on or about the 
thirty-first dey of January, 1898. 

3. —The said sums as specified in Schedule 
Avhall inclute the cost of lighting, extin- 
guishing, cleaning, together with the proper 
maintenance (including annual painting of 
columns and brackets) of all lanterns, burn- 
crs, lantern cocks and all piping in counec- 
tion therewith not exceeding 30 ft. in length 



































from the Company’s main, to the satisfaction | be bi 


of the said Muvicipal Engineer, but the Com- 
pany lull wot be called upon to make good 
any of the lamp posts, brackets, laoterns 
or burners which may have been damaged by 
accidental causes being any causes other than 
those occasioned by neglect or wilful act of 
the Company or any of its servants or fair 
wear and tear, 

4.—No persons other than the servants of 
the said Gas Company instructed by the 
Engineer of the said Company shall be per- 
mitted wo affix, remove, alter or repair any 
lump post or bracket or any lantern, burn- 
ers or avy pipe or fitting used for the pui 
pose of carrying out this coutract except in 
the case of & leakage of gas or other accident 
when the servants of the said Council shall 
have power to adopt such temporary mea- 
sures as may be necessary until the arrival 
of the Gas Company's representative. 

5.—The Company hereby agrees upox the 
requititiou of the said Municipal Eogineer 
to provide every public gas lamp now erected 




















or that may hereafter be erected within and 
about the Foreign Settlements at Shanghai 
where gas mains are at present laid or shall 
during the period of this Agreement be laid 
with the. burner or burners known as the 
“Borradaile” or other approved burner or 
burners and cause to be well and sufficiently, 
consumed therein of the illuminating 
yower hereinsfter prescribed and at such 
tate per houras may be decided by the 
Couveil it is hereby mutually agreed 
power of the gas fur- 
aished ‘by. the Company to the aforesaid 
classes of lamps shall not be less than Sixteen 
candle power when consumed in thestandard 
burner prescribed by the Metropolitan Gas 
Referees of London and tested by a standard 
suitable to the climate such as shall be 
mutually agreed upon, and it is hereby fur- 
ther a: that the gas to be furnished by 
the Company shall be gas completely purified 
from sulphuretted hydrogen and shall not 
contain more than ten grains of ammonia in 
every one hundred cubic’ feet of gas, the 
degree of purity of the gas to be ascertained 
in accordance with the rules prescribed in 
the Gas Works Clauses Act of 1871. 

—The Council should they consider it 
necessary will provide and maintain a testing 
station ina suitable position and appoint a 
Gas Examiner who shall be duly qualified to 
act iu that capacit; 

If at any time during the hours of lighting 
covered by this Contract the Gas Examiner 
shall find the illuminating power lower than 
the prescribed standard, or shall detect the 
presente of sulphuretted hydrogen or 
excess of ammonia beyond the amount, here- 








that the illumi 
































inbefore agreed upon he shall immediately 
notify the Company and the Council. 


Upon 
receipt of the notification the Company. shall 
be at liberty to send their representative 
within 24 hours to the testing station of 
the Council where the Gas Examiner in 
conjunction with the Company's representa- 
tive shall make the tests for illuminating 
power or purity and if at this testing the Gas 
is found to be deficient in illuminating power 
or of insufficient purity it shall be deemed 
conclusive proof that the gas was below the 
prescribed standard on the first occasion of 
testing but if the tests of the Gas Examiner 
are not confirmed by the joint testing with 
the Company's representative then the penal- 
ties hereinafter agreed upon shall not be 
imposed. Provided always that in case the 
Gas Examiner and the representative of the 
Gas Company are unable to agree in their 
results the Council and the Gas Company 
shall exch appoint a fit and proper person to 
act «a Referco to decide all questions that may 
arise connected with the purity and illum- 
inating power of the Gas to be provided and 
in case of a difference of opinion between the 
Referees they shall appoint an Umpire whose 
decision shall be final and binding on both 
parties and in the event of the derision being 
advetse to the Gas Examiner the Company 
shall not be deemed to have incurred any 
forfeiture in respect of such particular oc- 
casion. And it is understood that the said 
referee shall in no way bo considered to 
possess the powers of an arbitrator upon any 
estion which may atise hereafter between 
the said Council and the Company unless and 
except such questions ori from & 
variance of opinion about the purity or the 
illuminating power of the gas to be provided 
whereupon the decision of the referce shall 
inding upon both parties, 
—The eaid Council shall on being inform- 
ed by the Gas Examiner that the Gas tested 
and examined as hereinbefore provided is of 
incufficient purity or of an illuminating power 
Lelow the illuminating power hereinbefore 
mentioned give official notice in writing to 
the Company that the quality of gas furnish. 
gal by the Company has eon ‘ested and 
declared to be of insufficient purity or of an 
illuminating power less than the illuminating 
power hereinbefore agreed to, then the Com- 
pany shall subject to the proviso hereinafter 
contained for cach and every day on which 
the gus is of insufficient purity or illuminat- 
ing power pay the following summa as penalties 
that is tosay for each full half candle de- 
ficiency in illuminating power the sum of 
Five Mexican Dollars per day for each day 
fon which sulphuretted hydrogen is. found 
Present in the gas the sum of Five Mexican 
Dollars per day and for each full grain of 
annponia above the quantity agreed upon 
Five Mexican Dollars per. day. Provided 
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always that suchdeficieity of- illuminating 
power or insufficiency’ of purity. are caused 
by neglect or wilfal act of the Company and 
not by the Act of God, accidents at Works, 
strikes, lockouts, wars or force mujeure. 
All penalties incurred by the Gas ‘ ompany 
under this Clause shall be paid by the Com- 
ly. 
The Company shall upon receipt of a 
requisition from the Municipal Eogiueor 
provide and erect as provided for in 
Clause 1 of this Agreement or remove and 
re-erect such and so many lamps, lamp 
posts, brackets, burner, piping aud other 
tings in connection therewith as may 
be required anywhere in or about the area of 
the Foreign Settlements at Shanghai where 
gas mains are at present laid or shall during 
the period of this Agreement be laid, at the 
sole cost end charge of the said Council 
which shall pay for all such materials and 
Ixbour at the rates specified in the Schedule 
of prices observed in’ the Gas Company's 
Office. 
9.—The Vompany hereby agreo to cause 
each and every public lamp ut present erected 
or any such to be hereafter eected to be 
panctually lighted sach evening not Inter 
than at the hour specified for each month 
of the i 1a hereunder written 
and to be kept so lighted and to be kept 
tly supplied with the full quantity of 
gas until the hour specified each morning for 
each month of the year in the table he: 
under written and 40 often as tho suid lamp 
shall not be kept supplied with the full 
quantity of ges or shall not be lighted at tho 
time axreed or kept lighted throughout the 
night until the hour agreed the company 
shall deluct, subject to the proviso herein- 
after contained, from the mouthly account 
the of Thirty Mexican Dollar: Cents 
t for each and every lamp which the 
sball report to the said Municipal 
Engin not having been lighted ut tho 
time ageead or not kept supplied with 
the full quantity of or as not 
having beon kept lighted until the timo 
agreed and the hours agreed to and referred 
to in this claw lighting and ex- 
tinguishing of all the said lamps for ench 
and every consecutive month of the year 
shall be those coutained and xpecified jn the 





































































table hereunto attached. Provided ,iways 
that the aaid, sun of Thirty Mexican ollar 
Cents every la? not. 


per ight for each an 
lighted or not kept supplied with e™P full 
quantity of gas or not kept lighted asb® ore. 
said shall not bo forfeited by the Co™pany 
if the extinguishing or nonlightin: of the said 
Imps have been occasioned by. accidental 
cased the true meaning and interpretation 
of the term accidental being any causes 
other than those cecasioned by the neglect 
or wilful act of the Company or uny of ita 
servarita or by fair wear and toar. 
20.—Subject only to the approval of the 
Municipal Engineer the Company shall 
have the power to break up or remove the 
pavement, pitching, ballast or other road 
metalling of any street road or place or sink 
aud dig any hole or trench in, undor, along 
or across any street, rovd ot other public 
place in or about the said Foreign Settlements 
at Shanghai for the purpose of laying any 
gax main or service pipe or of repairi: 
such already laid. The replacing of the 
pavement, pitching or ballast shall be ex. 
ecuted by and under the supervision of the 
officers of the Municipal Engineer’s Depart. 
ment of the Foreigu Settlements at Shanghai 
at the role cost and charge of the Company 
which shall pay for all such work #t the rate 
specified in the schedule of prices observed in 
the Municipal Engineer's Department afore- 
said except tach excavations as may be 
necessary for laying new or relaying or re- 
pairing lamp services or services to Municipal 
property when the cost of all necessary roxd 
repairs shall be borne by the Council.” And 
it is further understood that such work to be 
done by the said Municipal Engineer or his 
officers shall not include the laying or re- 
pairing of gas mains or‘servico pipes but 
solely refer to the proper surfacing, metalling, 
pitching or paving of the ground so as to 
Jeave it in the same condition as it existed 



































The Company hereby agrees to keep 
at all times the glass panes of each and every 
lantern bright and clean and it ia: farther 
provided that should the glass of any such 
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lantern not be duly cleaned the said Muni- 
cipal Engineer shall notify the same in 
writing to the Company and if the said glass 
yanes are not duly cleaned within twenty- 

hours after the issue of such notification 
in writing the Company shall deduct from 
‘the monthly uccount the sim of Ten Mexican 
Hol!ar Cents’ for ench and every lantern not 
duty cleaned. 

12.~Ie is hereby understood and agreed 
tht for the purposes of this Contract the 
and expressions Municipal Engineer 
hereinbefore referred to shali mean the 
Municipal Engineer of the Foreign’ Settle- 
ments at Shanghai or the Acting Municipal 
Engineer for the time being of the said 
Forvign Settlements or the person for the 
time being lawfully performing the duties of 
the’ Municipal Engineer of the said Settle- 
ments and that the word gas shall be under- 
stodd to mean illuminating gas containing 
under no cirenmstances a greater proportion 
of water gas in the mixture of coal gs than 
one fourth. 

13,—If during the continuance of this Agree- 
ment or atany time afterwards any difference 
shall arise between the Council and the Com- 
pany in regard to the construction of any of 
the Articles herein coutained or to any act 
or thing to be done in pursuance hefeof or to 
any other matter or thing ¥elating ‘to this 
Agreement or the matters therein contained 
(being other than differences as to th 
ters the ssttlement of which is alrealy 
provided for and set out in Article 6 of this 
Asre-ment) such difference shall he forth- 
with referred to the arbitration uf George 
Jamieson Esquire Her Britannic Majesty 
Consiul-General at Shanghai or the Con 
General for the time being whose decision 
shall be firial and binding on both parties. 

‘In witness whereof the said parties to these 
presents have hereunto set their hunts the 
day and year first above written 

SCHEDULE A. 

For each lamp or burner consuming 4 c. ft. 
per hour §2.95:per month, 

For each lamp or burner consuming 5c. ft. 















































per hour $3.55 per month, 
For exch limp or burner conéuming 10 ¢. ft. 
per hour $7.15 per month. 
For cleaning and lighting five (5) lamps in 





the Public Gardens $0.25 (tw jollar 
cents) each per mont! 
For clenning, lighting and maintaining the 
au the Peking Rond pontdon $0.75 
ty-five dollar cents) per month. 
the purpotes of a 
on the P. & O.:pontoon 
10 ft. Wharf lump not extingui 6 
fall moon, tho Mail Companies having the 
priviluge of consuming the full quantity for 
which the lamp is rated, vic., 16 ¢ ft. per 
hour when requited. 


TABLE REFERRED TO IN CLAUSE I. 
All lamps to be lighted by 
Fron Jan, i 
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15 ., Sept. 11. 
123,45. 98 
27 5, Oct. 9. 
Oy 4, 30. 
BL y Nov. 13. 
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w ‘Dec. 194, 5, Sl. 
All lamps not to be extinguished before 
+ Brom Jan. 1 to Jam. 16.........6:45 a.m, 
oo, 18 9 5 BL 
is Feb. 1, Feb, 13 
wo 1B iy yy 28. 
3 Mar. 2, Mar. 13. 
om as oy BT, 
OO 2s) AphaT. 
al 18), May 8. 
wy, May °9 5, July 24. 
fy duly 25 ,, Aug. 1 
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Number of hours of al night, 
lighting 
Dednet hours exti 








.996 per annum. 
» By ow 





‘Total lightivig hours,..3,651 per annum, 





Potice.—Upon she reconime dation of 
the Capta‘n S: is resolve! 
thet thea t rRoul district shall in future 
be consideret warste division, and 
the promt Kelly t» be 
Inspector in el div sion is 
approved. 

Volunteers.—The following movements 
are notified to the Comeil by the Major 
Commanding: ‘Resignation of Captsin G. 
Miller, ‘Co. (on lea e). 

Commission as 2nd Livntens -t, German 
Company, recommenied to be issued to 
Sergeaut Witt of tlt Company. Com- 
mission approve. 

The Meeting then adjourns. 





















The following reports are submitted and 
ordered to be published with the fore- 
going minutes -— 

Police.—Return of apprekensions, ete. 











made by the Musicipal Police during the 
week euding tho 19th day of Murch, 1898 : 
Offeuce No.of appre- 


Readone 
Bresch of Municipal Regulations 
Burglar 

Cruelty'to Animals 
Furious riding or driving 
Larceny from perso 




















Wielbarrow 
Hoandeart e 
Begyara, Hawkers and Ry 


Total 
the 
Chinese deat bodies found in streets. 


‘Sin,—All the Native 1) 
inspected during the past_w. 

‘The licenses of Kin Kee. North 
Road, and of Chang Hong Kee, 
Road, have been withdrawn 0 
not complying with the Muni 
tions. 

‘Tho disease at Overweg’s Bungalow not 
having spread, licenses were reissued to Char 
Mow Zung and Hoen Yung Sing. 

As reported last week, Ri 
out ia the Sinza District, and, 
have to report that a dairy ing bins 
since become infected. ‘The owner, however 
has promise? to immediately kill his whole 
stock, 0, therefore, the disease is uot likely 
to spread. 





Honan 














Tam, Sir, 
‘Your obedient Servant, 
Jous Currstie, 
Inxpector. 
Dr. Staster. 
Medical Officer of Health, Shanghai. 





‘The Health and Vigour of an individunl 
depend upon the quantity and quality of the 
blood. When the tissues have heen at work, 
there are thrawa into the blood waste pro: 
ducts, and if these be not eliminated but 
{through any cause) detained in the blood 
they influence nutrition and function an 

finally produce organic disease.” —The Huma- 
nitarian. In cases of Serofula, Scurvy, Eezema, 
Bad Legs, Skin and Blood Diseases, Pimples 
and Sores of all kinds, the effects of Clarke's 
Blood Mixture are marvellous. Thousands of 
wonilerful cures have been effected by ii 
Clarke's Blood Mixzure is sold everywher 

2s. 9d. perbottle. Beware of worthless mitia- 
tions and substitutes. tt7 























‘THE SHANGHAI GAS 
COMPANY. 


The annual meeting of the shareholders 
of the abova company was held at the 
offices of the Chairman of the company, Mr. 
E. Jenner Hogy, 10 Peking Road, on Wed- 
nesday afternoon. There were algo present 
Messrs. J. Cooper and E. A. Probst 
(directors). Mr. H. P. Wilkinson (legal 
adviser), Mr. G. R. Wingrove (secretary), 
Mr. H. King Hiller (engineer), and Messrs. 
J. Ambrose, J. Buchanan, C. C. Bennett, 
HLF. L. Bell, A. W. Burkill, E, Davis, 
J.C. Hanson, H. R. Kinear, F. E. Taylor, 

. Thorne, A. B. Trodd, C. H. Wells, E. 
P. Wickham, and J. M. Young, represent- 
ing 1,582 shares, or equal to. 597 votes. 

"The notice convening the meeting having 
been read, the report and accounts (a copy 
of. which’ has already appeared in theso 
columns) were submitted. 

‘The Chairman in moving their adoption 
said :—Gentlemen—There is a small prin- 
ter’s error in the report. ‘he net proiit is 
stated as Tis. 52,131.33. Tt should be Tis, 
52,131.29. It does not affect the accounts. 
‘Making this correction we will, with your 
permission, take the report and accounts 
asread. I am glad to be able to point to, 
the satisfactory results, on the whole, for 
the past year, although’ the advance in thi 
rice of cual bas made the cost of working 

n proportion to the increase in con: 
umption, and low rates of exchange 
have affected the cost of repaire and 
maintenance. At the same time I must 
remaind you that this result was obtain- 
ep through our having coal contracts 
runing at lower prices than we have 
since had to pay. Consumption his ins 
creased 12,969,921 cubic feet or 12.48 
per cent over the previous yewr, which, 
though « smaller incresse than in 1896 
compares very favourably with preceding 
years especially ns we have lost the street 
lighting in the French Concession since 
July 1897, causing a decrease ‘from that 
source of 1,814,031 cubic feet. On the 
hand ‘there is a small increase of 

071 cubic feet the English Settle- 
ment public lighting. Tt is interesting to 
note that during the 24 hours at the list 
Chinese New Year there was again a ‘*ro- 
cord” delivery, 592,000 cubic fe-t or 
66.5 per cent over ‘thy similar day in 
1897. The manufacture and distriliu- 
tion have gone on smoothly and the 
new Hongkew Gas Holder was completed 
by the end of the year but the connecting 
mains were net sufficiently advanced to 
permit of its being brought into ordinary 
use till the 21st January 1898. Tt is a 
telescopic Holder to con'ain 500,000 cubic 
feet of gas and in connection with it are 
buildings comprising boiler and engine 
rooms, governor house, store, and dwelling 
house for a foreign foreman. ' All the work. 
has been satisfactorily done and this addi- 
tion to the Company's resources cannot 
fail to improve the lighting of the Hong. 
kew district so soon as private services 
and fittings hare been set in order. A 
circular with this object has beon addressed 
to consumers in that locality. Turning 
to the accounts. ‘he receipts for gas 
and residuals sold show an increase of 
Tis. 20,227.36 or 123 per cont, whilst 
oxpenditure has increased Tis. 23,407.60 or 
22 per cent. Foreign consumption, in- 
cluding pablic lamps, shows an increase of 
Tis. 4,658.38 or 5.71 per cent (and you 
will bear in mind that we have had no 
public lamps in the French Concession since 
the end of July). Native consumption 
has increased Tis. 15,211.88 or 27 per cent. 
Residuals show a small increase of Tls. 
357.10 or 14 per cent. The smallness 
of the increase is due to the fact that 
we use more coke in the works and, 
besides, we have actually carbonised cnly 
about the same amount of coal as in 
1896, the improvement in the works hav- 
















































ing contributed to this result. In regard 
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to fittings, ete., you will notice that 
we have opened an account showing the 
profit, which is only a moderate one on 
the large amount of capital invested in this 
branch of the Company's business. It is 
‘Tis. 6,860.66, which I have, for purposes of 
comparison, not included in the total re- 
ceipts just given to you. On the other 
side of the accounts, coal, shale and 
petroleum have .cost Tis. 14,887.71 or 
24 per cont more than last year. 
Purifying materials and labour ‘have 
cost Tis. 310.77 less which speaks well for 
the working of the new plant. Salaries 
and wages show an increase of Tis. 
1,793.54 chiefly due to native wages, to 
cullectors, inspecting, etc. Repairs and 
maintenance, appertaining to manufac- 
ture show an increase of Tis. 4,402, The 
expenditure under this heading includes 
Tis. 10,728, spent on renewal of retorts 
and settings. Repairs and maintenance ap- 
pertaining to distribution show an increase 
of Tis. 948, a large number of new services 
having been laid down free of charge. 
Printing and stationery aro Tis. 328 
more, mostly in’connection with the new 
issue of Debentures. Miscellaneous ex- 
penses are Tis. 1,051.78, entirely due toa 
bonus to certain members of the staff. 
Coming to Profit and Loss account you will 
find a net profit for the year of Tis. 
61,131.29. It includes a debit for interest 
of Tis. 6,263.56 and a credit for exchange 
of Tis, 2,508.24, a small profit of Tis. 285.71 
on realisation of Land for debentures, and 
‘Tis. 223,70 remaining to credit of ‘New 
Oriental Bank Deposit” after receipt of 
the final Dividend. A small sum only 
has been written off for Depreciation, 
and that chiefly from the cost of fittings out 
on loan; the fact being that a revision 
of valuation must be made in connection 
with a scheme to which I shall further 
allude immediately. Total expenditure on 
sealed account is Ts. 182,169.18, but land 
end buildings stand in the books reduced 
by ‘Tis. 2,467.07, forjalthough the additions 
cost Tis. 50,032.23, we have sold the 
property on the north side of the Soo- 
chow Crock for Tis. 52,500. This property 
was no longer needed for the business 
of the Company since we had (as stated to 
you a year ago) acquired lend on this side 
adjoining the works and the site in Hong- 
kew, It is, of course, clear that the 
Company's property under this heading is 
worth much more than book values. The 
‘‘additions" comprise” Hongkew site and 
buildings about Tls.42,000, and at the works 
exhauster house, purifying houses, engine 
house and coal sheds—and some other 
smaller items about Tis. 6,000. Amongst 
other expenditure on capital account 
is Tls. 67,628.79 under the heading ** Ma- 
chinery for manufacture"—of this Tis. 
60.541 was for the cost of the new 
holder—exchange being chiefly responsi- 
ble for the increase over estimates. A 
new station meter has cost Tis. 1,900— 
snd oxpenses connected with the erection 
of plant account for ‘the rest. Under 
o fain ete., for distribution” we have 
spent Tis. 64,507.55. This includes Tis. 
50,743,40 for new mains, Tls. 4,800 for new 
meters, Tle. 3,300 for services, Tls 2,900 
for road repairs, Tis. 1,500 for labour in 
connection with these things, and some 
small items make up the amount. Acting 
on the resolution of March 25th 1897, 
and confirmed on April 15th, debentures 
to the amount of Tis. 100,000 have been 
issued at 5 per cent. At the close of 
the year we were carrying a large stock 
of coal—Tls. 20,700 worth—which it was 
considered a wise precaution to hold, owing 
to the political situation—and, it has been 
necessary to keep in hand a big supply of 





















to meet our increasing business, | 


fit 
while also there was a large saount due 
for gas, ote., sold. Owing to these circum- 
stances we had to arrange an overdraft 
with the Bank, which you will see stood at 
Tis. 34,579.82 on the 31st of December. 
I think the only further point to record is 


that the high cost of coal compelled us, 
‘very reluctantly, to raise the price of gas 
to consumers from $1.85 to. $2 per 1,000 
feet; an increase, which I can assure 
you was the least that we could make 
compatibly with the much enhanced cost 
of coal. We trust that, without any fur- 
ther increase in our charges for gas, we 
may rely on larger consumption to make 
good the heavily increased outlay for coal 
which we are called on to make, as we 
neyer fail to realise that low cost of gas 
means bigger consumption and we shail 
welcome the time when we can again re- 
duce prices to, and even below, the former 
level. I may, perhaps, be expected to 
allude to one other subject. Whatever 
may be said anywhere or by any one, the 
company endeavours to deal with customers 
with scrupulous fairness. There is never a 
complaint as to consumption that is not 
carefully and fully enquire! into, and if 
anything is found wrong, there is no hesita- 
tion on the part of the Company in acknow- 
ledging it, and in making amends. Unfor- 
tunately for the company there does not 
exist here any Government Inspector such 
as there is in England to whom reference 
can be made for the settlement of disputes, 
but our experts conduct their enquiries in 
recisely the some way as the Government 
Trgwelee ‘then, 00 4 week loko leave fo 
our experts are gentlemen who will 
jure themselves or report falsely as 
to the test of a meter. Your Directors would 
not, I presume, be elected if you considered 
them to be men who were likely to be sus- 
pected ofan inclination to encourage or 
tolerate unjust dealings. ‘There,is nothing 
left for us, yentlomen, in cases of dispute 
after having satisfied ourselves by very 
careful enquiry, but to enforce claims that 
we find to be just. It is impossible to 
accept “guesses” against the evidenco of 
proofs in the only form yet invented. 
Memories cannot always be trusted while 
ientific tests must have a real value. 
s to the conditions on the company's 
bills, I wish to say that some years 
ago it was found necessary to protect 
the company by such a clause about 
meters as is there inserted. The power 
is rarely exercised by the company, and 
only after careful tests of tho moters, 
and full examination into all the circum- 
stances, It is often ssid that gas * cannot 
have been consumed" because the occup- 
ants of a house are away—‘up country” 
and soon. We know of cases where ser- 
vants have made free with gas during their 
masters’ absences and wo may fairly ask 
consumers to help themselves and the Com- 
any in a way which would give them 
jut little trouble and would preclude the 
possibility of such complaints. It is merely 
that they would request the Company 
to shut off their gas on such date as they 
leave giving the date on which they wish it 
to be turned on again. king to the 
future, your Directors are considering a 
scheme for reorganising the Company, which 
they intend to submit to you as soon as 
possible. It is obvious that a Company 
that has grown as this has from a “make,” 
in 1890 of 57 million cubic feet to 127 mil- 
lions in 1897 must need increased means in 
the ordinary way of business and your 
Directors have endeavoured to meet these 
necessities by the issue of Tis. 100,000 
capital in 1896 and by the issue of Tis. 
100,000 debentures in 1897. But these 
resources have not sufficed to keep pace 
with ever growing requirements, especially 
now thatit,has become absolutely necessaz 
to hold heavy stocks of coal, fittings, and 
material. In short our Capital is not big 
enough for our business. We are not, 
to-day prepared to go into any details of a 
scheme, but broadly speaking I may say 
that we shall propose s reorganisation on 8 
basis of the real value of the Company’s 
property and works which stand in the 
books at much under what they are worth. 






































opportunity of including in the scheme the 
incorporation of the Company under the 
Hongkong Ordinances 80 to make ita Limit- 
ed Liability Company. 

‘Mr. Probst seconded and the report and 
accounts were then unanimously adopted. 

The Chairman : I beg to move the usual 
resolution :— é 

“That the directors be hereby authorised 
to pay the shareholders on the register on 
the 3ist of December 1898 the interest that 
shall have accrued on the reserve fund to this 
date. 

‘Mr. Cooper seconded and this was un- 
animously agreed to. 

‘Mr. C. Thorne—I beg to move :— 

That Messrs. E. Jenner Hogg, A. EE. 
Probst, J. Cooper, J. L. Scott, and J. 
Young be elected as directors until the 
annual meeting. 


I am sure I need make no comment on 
h 














th 





J. Buchanan seconded and the re- 
solution was adopted. 

Mr. Ambrose—I beg to move :— 

That Mr. C. W. Wrightson be elected 
auditor until the next annual meeting and 
that his remuneration be Tis. 300. 

Mr. Bennett seconded and the motion 
was zgreed to. 

The Chairman—That concludes all tho 
business we have, but I wish to say that, 
with the view of giving all the information 
we can on a rather vexed subject, wo havo 
placed in this room to-day two moters, and 

r. Hiller, our very excellent engineer, will 
have much pleasure in explaining the 
working of the meters and in answering 
any questions that may be asked about 
them. I think if some of our friends 
would take a little trouble to learn how 
to read their meters and look after them 
generally we should have, probably, fewer 
complaints. (Hear, hear.) 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman and 
Directors proposed by Captain Wells, se- 
conded by Mr. Thorne, and carried ‘with 
acclamation concluded the proceedings. 











THE 
SHANGHAI AND HONGKEW 
WHARF COMPANY. 


Mr. E. F. Alford presided at tho annual 
meeting of the proprietors of this Company 
held at the offices of the general agents, 
Messrs. Jardine Matheson & Co., on Tues- 
day afternoon. Amongst those present 
were Messrs. A. McLeod, E. A. Probst, 
A. Korff, . A. Hewett (Directors), 
Messrs. Rodewald, ©. Thorne, Captain 
Dobie, D. Glass, J. M. Young, G. L. 
Oberg, J. Buchanan, ©. Dowdall, O. 
Anton, R. H. R. Burder, E. H. Kenney, 
‘Ti San, L. A. Tavares, Laing Poo-chau, 
H. R. Kinnear, W. Lamond, T. Pemberton, 
'T. R. Wheelock, R. Exstlack, and W. A. 
Cruickshank (Secretary). The notice con. 
vening the meeting having been read, the 
report and accounts were presented a copy 
of which appeared in these columns on the 
12th inst. 

The Chairman in moving the adoption of 
the report and accounts said—Gentlemen : 
With your permission I will take the report 
as read. Its satisfactory nature will be 
apparent to you, but it may be interesting 
if I mention the comparison between one 
or two items in the accounts as compared 
with last ye: You will observe: that 
the total profits for the year came to 
‘Tis. 199,000 as against Tis. 184,000 in the 
previous year. Well tho main reason for 
this satisfactory increase is not in the earn- 
ing power but in the saving power. (Hear, 
hear.) Iam glad to say savings have been 
effected which have accounted not only 
for that difference but also have provided 
for the increase which has been necessary 
from the increased cost of labour. In ap- 











We believe too that we shall meet the! propriating the balance of profit you will 


shareholders’ views and we shall take the 


observe that we have written off the balance 
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of building account for 1896 by adding it 
to the property account and also the ex- 
penditure on works in 1897, This is 
perfectly justifiable seeing how much the 
property is still undervalued in our books. 
‘After paying an interim dividend of three 
taels we propose to, pay » further final 
dividend of five taels, thus making eight 
tacls for the year, and in carrying forward 
the two items, one of Tis. 20,000 to the 
credit of repairs account and Tis. 16,000 to 
the credit of profit and loss account for 
next year I think we are taking perhaps 3 
conservative measure. The rejiaire ac- 
count is merely a matter of precaution and 
it will appear to the credit of profit and 
Joss account so that. shareholders will see 
for themselves how it is absorbed and if it 
is absorbed in the next year’s accounts. The 
financial position I may tell you as shown 
in the report is that the Company on the 
31st December owed Messrs. Jardine, 
Matheson and Co. Tis. 47,000, against 
which there were accounts in course of 
collection amounting to Tis. 67,000. The 
account at the present moment stands as 
follows: The balance due to Messrs. Jardine, 
‘Matheson and Company, after allowing for 
the collection of bills up to date, is Tls. 
39,000 and of course we are as usual pro- 
viding for the dividend—if you pass it— 
which will require ‘Tis. 75,000 more. I 
don’t think the fact that the account 
overdrawn need causo you any anxiety. 
In fact it does not 
anxiety and I think it will be sati 
factory to you, Taking the year's earn- 
ings it may interest you to know how 
we have been doing. In January our 
receipts were Tis. 12,000 as against 
‘Ms. 14,000 last year. But this is easily 
accounted for by the fact of the decrease 
in the cost of storage. In February our 
receipts, that is our profits, were Tis. 14,438, 
against Tls, 14,270 last year, so that you see 
wo haye got into as good a position 
and rather moro so. Tt has been arranged 
in_view of the tariff not being excessive 
—in fact rather the reverse—with the 
other wharfingers to increase the tariff 
on tho 1st of April. That incroased tariff 
will, Thope, increase our earning power. 
In fact it is sure to. I think itis due to 
the shareholders that they should get the 
same good return on their shares that 
they have been having in the past becauso 
it must be borne in mind that certainly 
during the last year—and I see no reason 
why it should be different future— 
there has been an increase in the cost 
of labour, coupled with the 
cost of cash with which all pe 
However with the increased tariff 
can look forward with perfect satisfaction 
to the future of the Company. I don’t 
know that there is anything I can adé, 
but if any shareholder has anything to 
say or any question to ask, I am prepared 
to answer them before I propose the 
ailop ion of the accounts. 
'o questions being asked, 

Mr. Alford moved the adoption of the 

report and accounts. 
ir. Macleod seconded and the proposi- 

tion was unanimously agreed to. 

Mr. O. Thorne proposed : 


‘That Medsrs, Macleod, J. L. Scott, Probst, 
Korff, and Hewett be re-elected Directors for 
the ensuing year. 

‘They had learnt, he said, the careful 
manner in which they had ‘managed tho 
affairs of the Company, last year by the 
report and accounts which had just been 
disposed of. He therefore thought they 
could not do better than re-elect them. 
(Hear, hear), This resolution would, of 
Goures, also include the acting partners of 
‘Mossrs. Jardine, Matheson & Co. 

Mr. W. Lamond seconded and the 
motion was carried. 

‘Mr. T. R, Wheelock proposed 

‘That Messrs. Wrightson and Wingrove be 
re-elected auditors for the ensuing year. 












































couse us any? 





‘Mr. Buchanan seconded and this was 
also unanimously agreed to. 

‘Tho Chairman then proposed :— 

‘That a final dividend of five taele por share 
be declared, 

Remarking that, in the event of the 
motion being carried, dividend warrants 
would be issued tho same evening. 

Mr. Probst seconded and the resolution 
was adopted. 

Mr. Kinnear movod that the remuneration 
of the Directors for the year be Tis. 3,000. 

Capt. Dobie seconded and shis was also 
agreed to. 

"Phe Chairman said that the amount had 
been raised from Tis, 2,500 in consequence 
of an addition to the Board which 
was considered very desirable, ‘They had 
no more business to bring before the 
meeting and he could only express the hope 
that they might have as favourable, if not 
a more favourable, report to present, to 
them next year. “They were, ho added, 
indebted to Mr. Glass for considerable 
energy on the premises (hear, hear). 

‘The meeting then terminated. 











THE SHANGHAI TUG-BOAT 
O., LD. 





‘The twelfth annual general meoting of 
shareholders in the above Company was 
held at the offices of the Agents, Messrs. 
Morris & Co., on Wednesday afternoon. 
Present: Messrs. J. Prentice, (Chair- 
man), C. Buchanan, W. Dobie (Directors), 
Ollerdessen, G. Galles, F. Gove, T. RB. 
Wheelock, R. W. Mustard, J. Morris, and 
J.C. Bois. 

‘The Chairman—Gentlomen, as there is 
now ® quorum present I shall ask the 
Secretary to read the notice convening the 
meeting. The notice was then read. 

‘The Ghairman——Before moving the adop- 
tion of the report and accounts T should 
like to make a few remarks upon them. 
In comparing the accounts with those 
of the previous year you will notice 
that there has been a decrease of ‘Tis. 
14,990.90, but last year you will remember, 
was an exceptional one for salvage, a yood 
deal of money having been made in 
connection with the Onwo. If compared 
with the previous year, 1895, you will 
notice that this year there is an’ increaso 
in the earnings of ‘Tis. 6,000, and these 
two years were all receipts from tug-boat 
work. ‘The working expenses are about 
‘Tis. 2,000 more than Inst year, due to the 
enhanced price of coal, which forms a very 
considerable item in our expenditure. The 
profit and loss account shows a balance to 
the credit of working account of Tis. 
31,181.38, out of which we have paid Tis. 
15,000 in three interim dividends. From 
the balance of ‘Tis. -16,668.10 we propose 
paying a final dividend of Tis. 5, maxing 
20 per cent for the year, which, T think, 
is highly satisfactory, placing ‘Tis. 9,000 
to the reserve and Tis. 2,668.10 to new 
account. The books show the value of the 
fleet at Tis. 128,000 against Tis. 74,000 
last year. ‘This increase has been made up 
by the cost of new engines and boilers to 
the Fuhle and the cost of tho new tender 
Victoria, which has been added to’ the 
fleet. The banking account is Tis. 48,000 
on deposit, and Tis. 10.504.32 on current 
account. On the other side there is a 
balance of Tis. 15,500, the balance of 
the contract for building the Victoria 
due to Messrs. Boyd & Co, which amount 
has been paid. The new engines and 
boilers to the Fuile make her as good 
as new, and she is better than she ever 
was before. The other three tow-boats 
are in excellent order, and we do not ex- 
pect to spend any money on them in 
the future. ‘The tender Victoria has been 
added to the fiest and is doing very good 








work. With the four boats we can more 
than overtake all the work of the port. 
We have insured the four boats for Tis. 
3,290, with the collision clause, and must 
take the balance ourselves. This, gentle- 
men, is the very best we can do. Before 
movirig the adoption of the report and 
accounts I shall be glad to answer any 
questions that you may like to put. 

‘There being no question, the Chairman 
Proposed and it was seconded by Capt, 

eas 


‘That the report. and accounts as presented 
be adopted, snd passed, ond that a final 
dividend of Tis. 5 per share be paid on tie 
28th inst. 

Carried unanimously. 

Proposed by Mr. T. R. 
seconded by Mr. J. C. Bois 

That Mr. J. Prentice be re-elected a Direc- 
tor, to sorve on the Board according to the 
Articles of Association. 

Carried unanimously. 

Proposed by Mr. F. Gove, seconded by 
Mr. G. Galles :— 

‘That Mr. H. J. Limby be re-clected auditor 
for the ensuing year. 

Carried unanimously. 

Proposed by Mr. G. Galles, seconded by 
Mr. Gove :-— 

‘That a banus of one month’s salary be paid 
to tho staff. 

Carried unanimously. 

‘The Chairman—I may say that the staff 
have done very good work during the past 
year, and that we have run remarkably freo 
from accidents. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman, pro- 
posed by Mr. Galles, and seconded by Mir. 
Mustard, having been passed, the proceed- 
ings terminated. 

Reroxn, 

Tho Directors have the pleasure to submit 
tho audited accounts for the year 1897. 

‘The amount at the credit of the Profit and 
Loss Account is Ts, 31,668.10 ; three interim 
Dividends of ‘Tis. 6.00 per share have been 

ing to Tia. 15,000.00, leaving a 
6,668. 
Your Directors’ propose to appropriate this 
balance as follows—add Ts, 9,000.00 to Re 
serve, pay a final Dividend of Tls. 6 per share 
(making in all 20 pe cent for the eat) and 
carry the balance of ‘Tis. 2,668.10 to now 
account. 

‘The superintendent’s reports on tho Samson, 
Rocket and Fokelin are satisfactory. 

During the year the Fuh/e has beon fitted 
by Messrs, S. G, Farnham and Co., Ld., with 
new engines and boiler, and the bull thorough- 
ly repaired, and she is now a first-class 
serviceable tow-boat. 

A new mail tender ( Victoria) has been built 
by Messrs. Boyd and Co., La. 

‘Directors.~Mr. J. Prentics, in accordance 
with the Articles of Association, retires, andy 
being eligible, offers himself for re-election. 

Auditor—Mr. H. J. Limby also offers 
himself for re-election. 


Wheelock and 





































Jonx Prextice, 
thairman, 
Worxtxo Accousz. 
From Ist January, 1897, to S1et December, 1897, 
5 Dr. 
To Tug-boats’ portago bills 
y» Superintending Engineer an 
shore staff wages... 
v» Wages of carpenter, wa 
and sampanman .. 
1» 2,460 tons coal .. 
3) Repairs account, 
2 Deck and engine-room stores .. 
4; Medical attendance 
3+ Directors’ fees 
3» Auditor's fees 
3» Godown rent an 
L year. 
»» Telephone 
» Bilotage—up-iver : 
Sundry charges. 
3» Insurance on bulls, ete. 
boats, ete... 
»» Agents’ remuneration, office rent 
and staff .. 
»» Balance to profit and loss 




























Tis. 75,747.55 
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Cr. 
By Earnings of tug-boats, ete. 
Interest account .. 





Prorir axp Loss Accovss. 
Dr. 
Toflst Interim Dividend paid 15th 
June, 1897 oo - 
ws 2ad Interim Dividend paid 26th 
September, 1897 
3» 3rd Interitn Dividend pai 
December, 1897 
» Balance 












By Balance 
Less—Final Di 
end for 1896 
Bonus to working 
stall °1,879.59 
Balance Directors’ 
fees 1896 














‘Tis. 31,668.10 








Banaxce Suxer, 


Dr. 
Axsets, Tis. 
‘To Wrecking Apparatus. 4,000.00 





Tugs Samson, Buble, Rocket 

V Fokelin and tender Vit 

3» 717 tons coal. 

3) Hongkong and Shanghai Bank 
—Deposit Account. 

ny Hongkong and Shanghai Bani: 

Current Account .. 

1» Morris & Co. 























‘Tis. 197,168.10 












Tis. 
By Shares Account 100,000.00 
» Boyd & Co, La. 14,500.09 
t+ Rewerve Fund 68,000.00 
3+ Profit and Loss Account ...... 16,068.10 


Tis. 197,168.10 





E. & 0. E. 
Shanghai, Ist March, 1898., 


Joux Prrxticr, 
Directors. 





Wn. Dont, 
©. Bucitaxas, 
Mornis & Co., Agents, 


Thereby certify that I have examined all 
the accounts of the Company, comparing 
them with the vouchers and Bank pass book, 
and have found the same to be all in order. 


HL J. Lispy, Auditor. 
ee 


Holloway's Pills and Oiutment.—The most 
effectual Cure for Gout and Rheumatism, — 
A frequent ‘cause of these complaints is the 
indammat te of the blood, attended, 
with bad digestion, lassitude, and great debi 
lity, showing the want of a proper circulation 
_ of the fluid, and that impurity of the blood 

greatly aggravates these disorders. Hollo- 

way's Pills are of so purifying a nature that 
@ few doses taken in time are an effectual 

Preventive against gout and rheumatism, but 

anyone that has an attack of either should 

use Holloway's Ointment also, the powerful 

Properties of which, combined with the effects 

of the Pills, ensure a certain cure. The 

Ointment should be thoroughly rubbed into 

the parts affected at least twice a day, after 

they have been sufficiently fomented with 
watm water to open the pores to facilitate 
the introduction of the Ointment to the 




















glands. o 


MAJOR BROTHERS, LIMITED. 
Bice RREEL EG 

The eighth aunual general mesting of 
shareholders in this Company was held at 
the offices of the Company, 18, Hankow 
Road, on Friday. Mr. J.D. ‘Thorburn 
presided and there were also present 
Messrs. H. J. Such and A. McLeod 
(Directors), E.'S. Perrott, P. H. Purcell, 
W. H. Poate, F. W. Such, and E. 0. 
Arbuthnot (Secretary). 

‘The Chairman in opening the proceedings 





‘There being now a quorum present, I 
shall proceed wits the business of the 
meeting. The report and accounts have 
been int your hands some diys aud I would 
ask you to take them as read. Before 
asking you to pass the report and accounts 
however, I wish to give you a résumé of 
the yeat’s working, more especially as 
some of you were nut present at the ex- 
planatory meeting held on the 22nd inst. 
st year's meeting I mentioned, as 

the progress of your business, that 
the yeat 1894 showed a loss of Tis. 21,548.71 
and 1895 again showed a deficit of ‘Tis. 
367.91 while 1896 pointed to a profit of 
‘Tis. 7,212.96 on 14 months’ working. This 
year the 12 months under roview show a 
gain of Tis. 9,635.31 after providing for the 
debit balance brought forward on profit 
and loss accounts of Tls. 2,474.02 or an 
actual gain of ‘Tis. 12,119.38 ; and this pro- 
fit would have been’ greater, but for the 
postal rates in operation during the early 
months of the year. I shall refer to this 
more particularly when speaking in con- 
nection with the Shénpao. ‘The balance 
at the credit of profit and loss account 
nam-ly Tis. 9,635.31 has been transferred 
to depreciation and adjustment. In re: 
ponse to tho desire expressed at last year's 
meeting, when it was sta’ed that the ‘value 
of your land appeared in the accounts at a 
sum very far below its value, whereas 
nothing has been written off from the value 
of plant and building in the way of depre- 
ciation for many yeats—the accounts have 
now been made up as showing your land at. 
‘m enhanced value and your plant, ete., at 
a sweeping reduction. ‘The balance at 
credit of profit and loss account has been 
deducted from the amount so charged 
to the value of land. Of course these 
alterations in your accounts do not by 
means make the land appear at any- 
like its to-day’s value, but they 
do make the Plant, ete., stand in the 
books at a low figure. You- can in this 









































way seo more clearly what your xssets|. 


consist of, and I think you will agree with 
your Directors that the Valuations set 
down in the published balance sheet are 
low. A comparison of the Working Ex- 
ponses as set forth in the Statement of 
Profit and Loss Account—with last year’s 
statement, shows a considerable saving, 
especially in tie matter of interest and 
salaries, and this year there will be still 
less interest to pay. At the present moment 
Tam glad to be able to inform you that 
you have practically no liabilities of any 
uoment except the mortgage to 
tze Insurance Association, whilst you 
havo credit balance on your current ne 
count with the Hongkong and Shanghai 
Bank of some Tis. 2,000. Soap-making. 
has been given up in the meantime at all 
events, and the Cotton Seed Oil Mill has 
not been worked for the reasoms given 
at the explanatory meeting. The Shénpao 
I am happy to say has done better than 
your Directors had at one time expected. 
Tho restrictions imposed, and the rates of 
postage charged during the first month of 
the year, caused heavy outlays, and as a 
result many of your customers, at other 
places than Shanghai, discontinued their 
orders, and consequently the circulation of 
your paper received x severe shock. On 
representation of these hardships to the 
postal authorities relief was obtained, and 
the newspapers now go forward on the 




















freight basis as in home countiies..’ The 
circulation has been fully recovered and 
indeed increased and you have every reason 
to congratulate yourselves on the posse: 
sion of valuable property which should 
become more and more valuable as time 
goes on. Allusion, was made Inst year to 
the somewhat Chinese look of the news- 
paper on occasions. As mentioned at 
that time, the attention of the manage- 
ment had been directed to the question of 
getting a new kind of paper. And this 
has been accomplished. The new kind of 
paper has proved so satisfactory that we 
have entered into a contract for a regular 
supply and the first delivery under our 
arrangement should take place ina week or 
so now. The Acid Works have done a con- 
siderably larger business. ‘The Company’ 
refiners did not take quite so much  aci 
as during 1896, which year as you will 
recollect showed a marked increage on 1894 
and 1895, but this has been fully com- 
ensated for by the increase -in local 
wusiness. Sulphur, Coals, Wages, etc., 
have all become heavier burdens, but 
thanks to the care, forethought, and in- 
vention of Mr. Mann this burden has 
been lightened by an improvement in the 
method of manufacture. Considerable 
orders for acid aro in hand and the out- 
look for this year's business is ‘therefore 
assuring. I do not know that ‘there is 
anything more in connection with your 
business which I can touch upon to-day. 
Except to report again that it would appear 
that our feet aro at Inst clear, and I seo 
no reason at the moment why the balanco 
at credit in the Bank should not be 
increased sufficiently during the year 
to admit of your Directors proposing to pay 
a dividend when we {meet again in March, 
1899. Ishall be happy to give any further 
explanations or to answer any questions 
you may think it in the interest of the 
business to call for or to put to me. 

‘The Chairman then proposed that the 
accounts be adopted. 

Mr. H. J. Such seconded and the te- 
solution was unanimously catried. 

‘Mr. W. H. Poate proposed:— 

That tho retiring Director Mr. J. D. Thor. 
burn be re-elected. 

Mr. Purcell seconded and the motion was 
agreed to. 

‘Mr. F. W. Such moved the appointment 
of Mr. Wilmer Harris as auditor at a 
remuneration of TIs. 100 per annuin. 

Mr. Perrott seconded und this was also 
agreed to. 

‘The meoting then terminated. 

















SHANGHAI CRICKET CLUB. 





The annual meeting of the members of 
the Shanghai Cricket Club was hold at the 
Shanghai Club on Friday evening, there 
being a fair attendance. 

Mr. J. L. Scott presided and in opening 
the proceedings congratulated the mem- 
bers on the success that had attended 
their efforts during the past season. ‘They 

now 167 playing members and. 152 
honorary members as against 161 playing 
nd 132 honorary imembers in tho pre- 
vious year, and they had finished. up 
the season with a credit bilince of ‘Ts. 
334.26. He thought, wlien they came 
to recollect the items Of extraordinary ex- 
penditure which had been met and also 
the continued advance in the price of 
Inbour and supplies, that this 
was by no means unsatisfactory (hear, 
hear). They were unable.to win in the 
interport matches at Hongkong but. they 
made a good fight for it, and hoped 
in the near future to -retrieve . their 
laurels. Of course every team ‘playing 
away from home laboured under the. dis- 
advantage of not being able to -put its 














full strength in the field and this was the 
case with them. Ho:was sure the thanks 
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‘of the members were due to their re- 
presentatives for the plucky way in 
which they played up and he thought 
they might congratulate their honorary 
secretary, Mr. Tynck, for the share he 
hud in’ the matter (hear, hear). ‘The 
report also gave the usual table of batting 
and bowling analyses but he could not 
allow them to pass without congratulating 
‘Mr. W. H. Moule on his magnificent batting 
average of 103.86. This was a truly record 
performance. He was going to say long 
may he continue to do likewise, but he 
would not because he considered this sort 
of thing should not be; what he meant 
was that he should fike to see such an 
improvement in their bowling as would 
make a batting average of three figures an 
impossibility. ‘There was no doubt that 
their bowling was their weak point and 
it_was a weakness which prejudicially 
affected their batting. So much so that he 
considered if their bowling was better their 
batting would show a marked improvement 
and cricket generally improve. He was 
very sorry to say that their old president, 
‘Mr. Hearn, had not seen his way to put- 
ting his nane down as one of the in- 
coming Committee and thus could not 
take up the position which he had filled 
with so much satisfaction for many years. 
He thought the Club was very ‘much 
indebted to Mr. Hearn for all”he had 
done on its behalf during tho thirty 
‘odd years in which he fad been an active 














member. As a young man, when he filled 
the positions of honorary secretary and 
trensurer, he was one of the most 


stubborn’ and determined of bats; while 
afverwatds, when, as was the ease with 
many of them, he found he was unable to 
serve nsan nctive member, he continued to 
give his services to the Club as its 
president. He was sure they would be 
with him in. returning their hearty thanks 
to him for his tong and valuable services 
(applause). He cnneluded by moving tho 
adoption of the report. 

‘Mr. I. Turner said that before the accounts 
were passed he should like some  par- 
ticulars regarding the Hongkong expenses, 
although he offered. no opposition. what- 
ever to the adoption of the report and nc- 
counts. ‘The cost of this engay 
amounted to 124 per cent of the income of 
the club for the year and he considered 
this was a most extraordinary amount for 
the Committee to disburse solely on their 
‘own authority« without any permission 
from the club, He thought it was espe 
ally extraordinary considering that the 
club in yeneral got absolutely no return for 
the outlay. OF the twelve players sent 
down only six were members of the club. 
Tn his opinion the members of the team 
should have paid their own expenses. 

‘The Chairman said that personally he 
was iquorant of most of the details of which 
Mr. Turner spoke, the previous committee 
having had the matter in charge. He 
thought it was the duty of the committec 
to use the'r own judgment as to what they 
thought was the best thing to do for the 
club, and as the majority of the members 
Knew what was to be done he did not thi 
there was any necessity to call a special 
meeting (hear, hear). 

Mr. R. 0.’ Farbridge pointed out that 
every decent cricket club paid the outport 
expenses. He had never heard of such a 
thing being questioned before. 

‘The Chairman then added that it was 
exceedingly difficult to get a team and 
they had to do the best they could because 
0 many of their members were unable to 
get away. 

‘Mr. St. Croix seconded and the report 
was agreed to. 

‘The Chairman announced the receipt 
of a letter from Mr. J. A. Sullivan who was 
leaving for home next month. In it Mr. 
Sullivan réquested that his name might be 
placed: on the list of honorary members 
and expressed a desire: to present a bat 
for every individual hundred and a ball for 























every three wickets taken consecutively 
during the year. He also gave the sum of 
$50 for a cup to be purchased and 
rrcienied to the winners of a lan tennis 
handicap, the terms of play in connection 
therewith to be drawn up by the com- 
mittee. He did this as alight acknowledg- 
mont of the many happy days he had spent 
‘on the ground as a member of that club. 

The communication was xreeted with 
applause and the meeting heartily endorsed 
the action of the co:nmittes in returning a 
letter of thanks. 

‘The Committee were then appointed, the 
balloting committeo being re-elected with 
the substitution of the names of Mr. A. P. 
Wood, Mr. S. L. Darby and Mr. 
McClure in the place of Mr. St. Croix, 
Mr. Sullivan, and Mr. Sutherland, who 
are leaving or have left for hom: 

Mr. Nelson suggested the advisability of 
arranging more secord team matehes and 
this the committee undertook to keep in 
mind. 

A resolution proposing to alter the rule 
which provides that the age of members 
shall not be under twenty, so as to admit 
promising young players of eighteen, was 
hegatived. "A second motion empowering 
the committee to employ help in order to 
expedite the secretarial work was carried. 

‘And the meeting adjourned. 





























Amusements. 





THE PHILHARMONIC CONCERY. 


A slight alteration was maie in the pro- 
gramme of the thirteenth subseriptiv 
concert, given by the Shanghai Philharmonic 
Society at the Lyceum on Thursday, and 
we therefore reprint it here as it) was 
actually rendered :-— 
PaRr t. 
1.—Orerture—Zanberfsto . 
Shanghai Phitharmonie 
2.—Song—" Nays in the Mine 
irs. Florence Ouseley Stanley. 
3.—Trio—Op. XIX. Mendelssohn. 
‘Allegro, Andante, 
(Cello) Mrs. Lamond. 
¢ Violin) acleod. 
(Piano) Mrs. Korff. 
4.—Song—“Beloved, it is Morn’ 
Mr. C. Wedemeyer. 
5.—(a) Priére du Soir. 
(b) Danse Isradlite. 
Shanghai Philharmonic Society. 
+ 
6.—"Le Roman de 














- Mozart. 
















Aylward. 








(a) Sorenade. 
(4) Duo Amoureux. 








(c) Bal de Noces. Z 
(@) Cortige Nuptiale. 
7.—Song—"Should He Uphraid ” ...Bishop. 
Mrs. Alford. 
8.—Clarinette Solo—Elégie Op. IX. 


E, Cave 





Mr. E. Bernard. 
With Orchestral Accompaniinent. 
9.—Song—" An der Weser” Pressel. 
Mr. L. PI 
10.—Gavotte—Saicon Nouvelle . 
Shanghai Phitharmoni 

There was a large githering of music 
lovers to hear the concert and the 
only fault to be found was there were 
too many good things provided, tho 
programme ‘not being concluded’ until 
half-past eleven, which is half-an-hour too 
Jong; and we may justly admiro the 
cxprbilities of the Society when we know 
that tho success achieved on ‘Thursday was 
the result of only four rehearsals, and yet 
the programme included three selections for 
the orchestra that have not been previously 
given nt these concerts. 

‘The opening number was Mozart's Over- 
ture to his Zauberfléte, a piece of music 
that can never become old-fashioned, and 
never cease to charm. It was most satis- 
factorily rendered. Mrs. Ouscley Stanley 
then gave a song by Jude, “Deep in the 




















Mine.” It was not a very fortunate 


selection, being a depressing and  unin- 
teresting song, written for a lass voice. 
Mrs. Stanley” was quite unable to do 
justico with it to her really rematl 
able organ. Mendelssohn's beautiful tr 
Op. XUIX, for ‘cello (Mrs. Lamon), 
ivlin (Mist Macleod), and piano (Le 

the third uumber. It ha 
heen given here twice before, once by 
Messrs. Macdonald, Friedential, and Vela, 
and ones by Mr, Merck, Miss Jansen, and 
Mrs. Kor. Gonsidering the difficulty 
that a lady has in putting the necessary 
power into the playing of the ‘cello, 
and the further difficulty of yiving such a 
piece without at east one professional, 
the trio was fairly well given and it 
was very warmly applauded. ‘The ‘ecllo 
was, indecd, a little overpowered by 
the other two instruments; it is un- 
ecessary to dilate to Shanghai readers 
n the admirable execution of Miss Macleod 
and Mrs. Korff. Mr, Wedemeyer followed 
with a song hy Frances Aylward, with 
piano and harmonium accompaniment, 

Beloved, it is Morn." He was in ex- 
cellent voice, and sang with great taste, Lut 
we do not consider that the song was ono 
heat suitel to his style. He sang so well 
that he was enthusiastiewly encared, and 
we liked better his second selection, 
“A Juno S by Mary Carmichnel: 
The first part closed with two orchestral 

both new, a very taking Pridve due 

by Ginldini, anda remarkably 

ic Danse’ Invudlite by a French 
composer, Clément Broutin, 

‘The second part opened with all four 
movements of Burgmein’s, otherwise Ri- 
cordi's, brilliant Komen de Pierrot et de 
Piervette, that was given ant xo hearti- 












































ly enjoyed at the Insc concert. Tt 
was a vreat improvement giving it all at 
once on ‘Thursday last, so that the thread, 


amd there is a distinct dramatic story 
running throuzh it, was not broken. If 
slight analysis of it had been given in the 
programme, it would have been still moro 
enjoyable than it was. ‘The seventh num- 
her was Bishop's “Should he Upbraid,” 
the words being adapted from Shi 
Bishup's music is supposed to be ow 
date, but such a sony as this will continuo 
to live, and to outlive hundreds of modern 
songs of which thousands of copies are sold 
in the first yenr or two, and which then die 
without hope of resurrection, “Mrs. Alford 
was in excellent voice, and her singing, 
slightly cold though itis, was listened to 
with the deepest enjoyment. It was ine 
evitable that she should be encored, and 
she responded with Denza’s pretty ballad, 
“A Moy Moi ‘Me. E, Bernard fol 
lowed with a clarinette solo by E, Caval- 
lini, Bligie, Op. 1X, just ong andiute, with 
orchestral ‘aecompauiment, Tt was’ very 
plexsautly given. Me. L. Phillip, who has 
a very five voice, vivre bass than, ‘baritone, 
sang Pressel’s “An der Weser,” so taste= 
fully and well, that it was only the lateness 
of the hour that prevented his being en- 
cored. ‘The concert closed with a very 
pretty Gavotte by Labat, new to Shang- 
I Saison Nouvelle,” in’ which the 
orchestra achieved another success, 

Commander Vela conducted and played 
the accompaniments to the voeal music 
with his usttal and well-recognised ability. 
Leaving Shanyhai as he does to-day for a 
time, he has the satisfaction of knowing 
that he has brought the Philharmonic So- 
ciety up to a very high standard of excel- 
lence, and we have ne doubt that when he 
returns in the autumn ho will lead it to 
still more daring heights. 

















































































“For tue Broop ts THe Liee."—Clarke’s 
World-funed Blood Mixture is warrantod to 
cleanse the blood from all: impurities from 
wharever cause arising. For Serofala, Scurvy, 
Eczema, Bad Legs, Skin and Blood Diseases, 
Pimples, and Sores of all kinds, its effects are 
marveilqas. ‘Thousands of wonde fal cures 
have been effected by it. Sold everywhere at 
2s, 9d. Beware of worthless imitations. 
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THE EIGHTH PERFORMANCE 
OF CINDERELLA. 


‘There were an unusually large number 
of people present to witness the’eighth 
erformance of Cinderella at the Lyceum 
eatre on Friday night. The Consular 
Body and a large number of our most 
prominent residents attended as the guests 
of His Excellency Tsai Taotai, who arrived 
shortly after the curtain had risen, accom- 
panied by his Secretary and the Mixed 
Court magistrate and suite. Everything 
ussed off as sinoothly as could be desired 
By the most exacting critic. At the eod 
of the first chorus the ladies received a 
shower of bouquets. 
the recipient of much well-deserved ap- 
plause as she performed the graceful move- 
ments of the Serpentine Dance. The 
Baron and Baroness were up to their 
usual standard of excellence and their song 
“Tes nothing to do with you" was much 
appreciated by the audience. The funny 
business of the two sisters and their songs 
and dancess were productive of much mirth. 
Cinderella, who was as charming and 
lovely as ever, performed her part with a 
confidence and Leroy that would have 
been good in a professional. During tho first 
interval the Taotai, with his Secretary and 
the Mixed Court magistrate, went behind 
the scenes and distributed presents and a 
bouquet to each Indy taking part; and 
he was heartily cheered when he returned 
to the house. 

Before the harlequinade Mr. Wingrove 
informed the audience that, as there had 
been such a great.demand for tickets 
‘on this occasion, by special request the 
Indies and gentlemen taking part had 
kindly consented to appear again on T 
day night at another performance. Thanking 
‘those present for their attendance he said 
he hoped to see as Jarge an audience on 
that occasion. The harlequinade, with the 
indefatigable exertions of Messrs. Frank 
and Hercules and the graceful dancing uf 
Harlequin and the ever-popular Col- 
umbine, went on wheels. The clown's 
rendering of ** A little bit of string” and his 
frantic attempts at the serpentine dance 
brought down the house. At the conclusion 
ofthe performance there were clamorous 
calls for Messrs, Wingrove and Vela, who 
appeared before the curtain in response. 



























SHANGHAI GOLF CLUB. 


‘The Shanghai Golf Club Monthly Sweep 
of the 19th, 20th and 2ist inst. re- 
sulted-in a tie between Messrs. E. 0. 
Arbuthnot and J. Cooper, the former 
Zentleman securing first place on playing 
off the tie. 


The Tie for the March Monthly Cup | 8d\ 


was played off on the 16th inst., and result- 
ed in a win for Mr. Johnston by one point. 





. 132 
7 6 Scores unreturned. 
Result of Tie. 
E. 0. Arbuthnot . 
J. Cooper 





Mile. Ondine was | Toop 
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5 | or to appeal to authorities that will only 
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Garrespondence. 





THE BITTER CRY. 
To the Editor of the 
Nours-Curva Dany News. 
Sm,—In connection with the “Bitter 
Cry,” that has been ventilated in your 
paper, I would bring to the notice of all 
interested, both sufferers and authorities, 
that the cost of the common necessaries of 
life has materially increased within the last 
twelve months. ‘The scale is as follows :— 


Prosent Price. Former Price, 
Sirloin of beef..15 cents per Ib. a cents. 





Beef and Suet..12 ,, ,, 10 4, 
18 16 
16 2 

20 “uf 

30 Swe 
10 





A few years ago prices were 207 less 
than the 2nd column, so that within a few 
years they have advanced about 40, and in 
tome cases 50%. 

‘The reasons adduced by the butchers and 
ketmen for these advances in prices are 
various, and, it may be, to a certain extent, 
valid ; but I'think it is within the province 
of our City Fathers, who are our Protectors, 
to look into this matter. 

If they cannot do so, and nothing can be 
done, will there not be a limit to which 
these increases can go? As, if not, we, 
who earn our livings on fixed incomes, 
must reach breaking point. 

commend this subject to those who can 
take steps to bring us relief. 

I have not touched on the subject of 
rents, as that has already been widely writ- 
ten about, but now increased taxation has 
been passed, this means further increase in 
rents, where landlords think they can get 
it, and increased expenditure in the taxes 
‘themselves, all swelling the 


“ Brrrer Cry.” 
22nd March. 


To the Editor of the 
Norra-Camxa Dany News. 


Sr,—As ono who lives upon a fixed 

income, as a poor clerk, I am really glad vo 

high cost of living 

subject for “bitter 
in the public Press. 

Some means must, of necessity, be found 
to stay the visible tendency to still increase 
this cost, unless n general stato of insolvency 
among "the wage-earning class is de- 
liberately created, in order to provoke an 
‘Uuphearal of some sort. 

‘But I think that your correspondent 
jitter Ory” is appealing to a wrong 
quarter for relief. If I am not very much 
mistaken, last year some one in authority 

sed tho public to resist the rapacity of 
the Chinese butchers, and, not long since, 
the same advice was repeated under an- 
other form as, it was said, no raison d’étre 
could be found for the price of meat 
being raised so much ; and, in spite of such 
good advice, we have been compelled to pay 
the butchers’ prices according to their sweet 




































1 | will. 


It is quite useless to tender good coun- 
in not disposed to act, 








offer platonic counsels. 
However, our City Fathers may take a 
led front, and I trust they will ; 
do not see why a crusade should 
only be instituted against the native butch- 
ers and providers, when we are fleeced 
from all sides, even by the Municipal 
Council, who now charge us 2% more tax 
on the rents we pay to our landlords, 

In this connection I think it is not too 
much to insist upon the fact that we were 
already burdened with an increased tax in 
consequence of the house rents having been 








raised, in some instances, over 100 per cent. 


T have no doubt that, if the majority of 
foreigners in Shanghai had a voica in the 
matter, the proposed increase would be 
thrown out, as Dr. Ward Hall would have 
the majority of votes recorded in his 
favour. But, although he was defeat- 
ed in his endeavours to prevent this extra 
burden being put upon our already weak 
shoulders, ho none the less deserves being 
thanked by those whose cause he espoused. 
I wish therefore to register here my thanks 
ka the pete he has fought on behalf of 
the weak, 

In an abnormal time like the present, 
such a general squeeze as the one that is 
going merrily on in our Model Settlement, 
will bea puzzle for any future historian 
who may try to conciliate it with the idea 
of universal brotherhood among men at 
the ond of the nineteenth century. 


Iam, ote, 
25th March. 


Horexzss. 





‘THE COMPEYINION IN THE IRON 
AND STEEL RADE. 
To the Editor of the 
Nonta-Carsa Darcy News, 
Sim,—With much attention did 1 read 
the correspondence about the decline of 
the British hardware trade in this moruing's 
issue of your pa 
Being somewhat interested in the matter, 
and, till 








a few years ago, well at the height 
of all the export business in Antworp, it is 
with a certain astonishment that I read 
your correspondent’s notices about special 
freight rates and other favours accorded to 
cargoes of hardware from that port. 

‘am sorry to see that—although one of 
your correspondents beats about the bush 
—none of them care to go deep enough 
into the question. 

‘At first, by what means has the con- 
tinental hardware trade made itself known 
in the East and how is it taking gradually 
the place of the Bri First and above 
all by spending money, plenty of monoy, to 
introduce its produco to the buyer and in 
convincing the latter that it is possible to 
manufacture with reasonable profits, the 
same quality if not better, of any kind of 
hardware, at much lower rates than do tho 
British, proving their words by tho facts 
thit having the raw material ready at hand 
anf in many instances cheaper than tho 
British, and being able to*work it just as 
well and at much less exponse than the lat- 
ter, the continental manufacturer can soll 
his produce cheaper than his insular com- 
petitor. 

On spending thus a larger percentage to 
bring his goods to the man and on being 
satisfied with a smallor profit, is ita wonder 
that he progresses ? 

Who hi late years made the most 
progress in the hardware trade of all South- 
eastern Europe? Is it not the Belgian? 
‘The same can be said of all the Far East. 

If that famous freight question was of 
any importance in the matter do any of 
your readers think that the British manu- 
facturer should wait a day to export his 
goods vid Antwerp or another continental 
port where these favouring rates oxit, 
considering the very low freights between 
the British ports and the Continent ? 

Tam, ete., 
Aw Antwerp Doromuay. 
23rd March, 


CLARKE'S 


either sex, all 
Discharges from th 


and Pains in the é 

Established upwards of 30 years. In boxes 
4s. 6d. each, of all Chemists and Patent 
Medicine Vendors throughtout the World, 
Proprietors, The Lincoln and Midland Coun- 
ties Drug Company, Lincoln, England. 




















are warranted 


B41 PILLS “seco 


ed or constitutional 











(2) ale tf 555 


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


Mar. 28, 1898. 


The W.-C. Herald and. C. & C. Gazette. 





533 





THE OPENING OF HUNAN. 

To the Editor of the 
Norrs-Cama Dany News. 

Sir,—On my return from Kingshan, on 
the 11th inst., I found a letter waiting me 
from Mr. P'éng Lan-seng, our Evangelist 
in Hunan. He had just been to Anjén, 
a city about 1501ito the east of Héngchou, 
where he met with great success in his 
attempts to establish a mission. He had 
bought a house there, and had succeeded, 
without the least difficulty, in getting the 
magistrate to issue proclamations in favour 
of Christianity. In this letter he speaks 
of the movement towards Christianity 
in the Anjén district as something very 
remarkable. 

He speaks also of the work at Héngshan 
in very encouraging terms. He represents 
the prefect as well disposed, the people as 
quite friendly, and the Christians as meet- 
ing regularly for worship without molesta- 
tion, or even interference on the part of 
any one. He expresses a hope that the 
foreign missionary might soon come and 
establish himself at Héngshan and advises 
that in tho event of ladies coming, they 
would not bring female servants with 
them, as he had his eye upon soveral 
Hunan women who would serve admirably 
in that capacity. Such were the prospects 
of the Mission up to February 28th last. 

On Tuesday last I received anvther letter 
from Mr, P‘éng, informing me of an attack 
made on our chapel at Héngshan, On 
that day (February 28th) a festival in 
honour of Longevity Buddha was held, 
and the atroets of Héngshan were thronged 
with an immense concourse of people. 
‘Tho blucklegs of the place took advantage 
of the occasion to pull the house down 
and carry off everything they could lay 
their hands on. Fortunately no lives were 
lost and no person injured ; but the house, 
80 far as I can learn, is one mass of ruins. 

I don’t look upon this as altogether a 
disaster. It will, 1 think, prove to be among 
those things that work ‘together for good 
in our efforts toopen Hunan, The pein 
will have to be restored, the damages will 
have to be made good, and the mission 
will bo established on a firmer foundation 
than ever. When Mr. Sparham and my- 
self visit the place in the following autumn, 
we shall find that this attack will havedone 
much towards prepating the way for us. 

Hunan is not open yet; but it is ouen- 
ing. ‘Tho attitude of tho authorities, and 
especially the higher authorities, has 
changed considerably. I enclose three 
proclamations which will interest many of 
your readers. One was issued by the 
Governor of Hunan in January last, and the 
others by the Anjon district magistrate in 
February. Both are good ; but the former 
is of special interest as coming from the 
highest authority in the Province. H.E. 
Ch’én is well-known as being exceptionally 
liberal and progressive in his ideas. His 
proclamation seems to have been called 
forth by the representations made by Mr. 
‘Warren, H.B.M. Consul at Hankow, in 
consequence of the raid on our depdt at 
‘Hongshan, and the burning of its contents 
by the literati, That affair, thanks to Mr. 

farren, has been settled quite satisfac- 
torily. Everything is perfectly quiet there 
now. 

But why not open Hunan at once? Why 
wait two years or even two months ? What 
are we waiting for? The anti-foreign feel- 
ing: in Hunan is a traditionary sentiment, 
and will not pass away by waiting. There 
are tens of thousands in Hunan who are 
longing to see the province opened to inter- 
course, and they are to be found among 
the best of its popsletos They are 
thirsting for a knowledge of the English 
language and Western lore. Lot Changsha 
‘be opened, and the anti-foreign sentiment 
will die down of its own accord; re- 
sidence in that province will soon become as. 
safe and pleasant as it is now in this. But 
Ch‘angsha itself must be opened. Not 

















Sisngyin, not Yochou, but Changsha. 
Open Changsha, and you open Hunan. 
The two important cities in Hunan are 
Changsha and Changtéh, and there is no 
reason why the gates of both should not 
be thrown wide open, and that without 
delay. 
Tam, etc., 
Gaurma Sous. 
Hankow, 19th March. 





THE TAKU TUG 

AND LIGHTER COMPANY. 

To the Editor of the 
Norrs-Cama Dany News. 

Str,—Referring to the meeting of the 
above company the Chairman stated :-— 

“Referring to the coolie hire, you will 
find, that while we paid away $49,600 on 
this account, we only received back $26,000, 
so that the loss to the company amounts to 
about $23,600. We have always lost 
money on the supply of coolies and the 
previous year’s loss amounted to $15,000, 
etc. ete,, etc.” 

‘The above remark is, I think, a matter 
for serious reflection to the shareholders 
and I venture to state that with judgment 
the loss could have been minimised. 
$38,600 loss in two yonrs is a great deal. 
I hope that in future the Directors will 
study the interest of the company by 
making themselves better acquainted with 
the requirements of the Tientsin trade 
and direct their subordinates accordingly. 

‘The large increase in the Portage Bills 
also requires attention. Having been 
unable to attend the nonual meeting, I 
make my remarks public through the 
medium of your columns. 

Tam, ete., 
A Smapenorper. 

Shanghai, 24th March. 

















A VOICE FROM THE PAST. 
To the Editor of the 
Nonra-Ourva Dany News, 


Sm,—Though now told off to a very 
small’ part in our local pantomime, I, 08 
one who very many years ago came in 
contact with the Chineso, was greatly 
interested in your admirable leading urticle 
of this morning. As you say many Euro- 
peans have been taken in by the pride and 
conceit of the Celestials not excepting that 
otherwise keen-sighted soldier Lord Wol- 
sely, and I think that I may bo pardonably 
proud of having sounded the character of the 
Chinese during my short jouruey through 
the country over 200 years ago. Iam now 
avery old man, but i have sines seon no 
reason to changa the opinion that I then 
fa to Mr. Defos, and which he has em- 

ied in his history of my life. Vide pp. 
496 and 457. 

\very day brings the truth of my re. 
marks more and more before the world and 
perhaps it would have been better for us 
if our statesmen had a little earlier con- 
descended to seek for knowledge from 

Yours very truly, 
Rosrssos Crosor. | 


P.8,—I cannot be such an old fool when 
in the year 1692 I forosaw the danger to 
China of the Russian Boar. 

Shanghai, 25th March. 


Extract from Robinson Crusoe, pp. 456 
and 457. 

First we went ten days’ journey to Nan- 
king, a city well worth seeing; they say 
it has a million of people in it: it is regul- 

ly built, and the streets are all straight, 
and erss one another in direct lines. But 
when I compare the miserable people of 
these countries with ours, their fabrics, 
their manner of living, their government, 
their religion, their wealth, and theirglory, 
as some call it, I must confess that I 























scarcely think it worth my while to men- 
tion them here. We wonder at the gran- 
deur, the pomp, the ceremonies, the 
government, the manufactures, the com- 
merce and conduct of these peoples ; not 
that there is really any matter for wonder, 
but because, having a-true notion of the 
barbarity of those countries, the ignorance 
and the rudeness that prevail there, we 
do not expect to find any such things so 
far off. Otherwise what are their build- 
ings to the palaces and royal buildings of 
Europe? What their trade to the univor- 
sal commerce of England, Holland, France. 
or Spain? What are their cities to o 
for wealth, strength, gaiety of apparel, 
rich furniture, and infinite variety ? 
What are their ports, supplied with a 
few junks and barks, to our navigation, 
our merchant fleets, our large and power- 
ful navies? Our City of London haa more 
trade than half their mighty empire ; ono 
English; Dutch, or French man-of-war 
of eighty guns, would be able to fight 
almost all the shipping belonging to China ; 
but the greatness of their wealth, their 
trade, the power of their government, and 
the strength of theirarmies may be a little 
surprising to us, because, as [have said, wo 
do not expect such things among them, con- 
sidering them as « barbarous nation of Pa- 
gang, little better than savages. But all the 
forces of their empire, though they were to 
bring two millions of men into the field to- 
gether, would be able to do nothing but 
ruin the empire, and starve themselves ; a 
million of their foot could not stand before 
‘one embattled body of our infantry, posted 
s0.as not to be surrounded, though they 
ware not to be one to twenty in number ;nay, 
Ido not boast if Tsay that thirty thousand 
German or English foot, and ten thousand 
horse, well managed, could defeat all the 
forces of China. Nor is there a fortified 
town in China that could hold out ono 
month against the batteries and attacks of 
a European Army. They havo firearms it is 
true, but they aro awkward and uncertain 
in their going off; and their powder has 
but little strength. Their armies are badly 
disciplined, and want s! and 
temper to retreat ; and therefore I ‘must 
confess, it seemed strange to mo when I 
came home, and heard our people say such 
fine things of the power, glory, mnagnilicance 
and. trade of the Chineso ; because as far as 
I saw, they appeared be a herd of ignorant 
sordid slaves, subjected to-a government 
qualified only to rule such a people; and 
wore not its distance inconceivably yruat 
from Muscovy, and that empire in a 
manner as rudo and ill-governud as they, 
the Czar of Muscovy might with ease drive 
them ull out of tho country, and conquer 
them in one campaign; and had the 
Czar (who is now a growing prince) 
fallen this way, instead of attacking the 
warlike Swedes, and equally improved 
himself in the art of war, as they 
say he has done; and if none of the 
Powers of Europe had envied or interrupt- 
ed him, he might by this time have been 
Emperor of China, instead of being beaten 
by the King of Sweden at Narva, when 
the latter was not one to six in number. 







































“For tHe Bioopis tae Ltre.”—If the 
blood is laden with impurities it spreads 
disease as it circulates throngh the organs of 
the human body—Lungs, Heart, Stumach, 
Kidneys, Brain, Clarke's World-famed 
Blood Mixture is warranted to cleause the 
blood from all impurities from whatever cause 
arising. For Serofula, Scurvy, Eczema, Bad 
Legs, Skin and Blood Diseases, Pimples, and 
Sores of all kinds its effects are marvellous. 
Thousands of wonderful cures have been 
effected by -it. Sold everywhere at 2s. 9d. 
Beware of worthless imitations and sub- 
stitutes, 
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Riscellaneans, 





THE STRANDING OF THE 
CHIN A. 


A private telegram was received here on 
Saturday morning, announeing that the 
P. & 0. mail stexmer China had gone 
ashore off Perim. We have now a Reuter’s 





telegram, stating that she was full of water 
and would probably be a total loss, and 
we hare also received copies of the P. & O. 
(Co.'s telegrams courteously sent us by Mr. 
E. A. Hewett :— 

“China has gone ashore at Perim at 
10.30 a.m, Thursday, Passengers all land 
ed safely. Steamer has gone to her 











“All the passengers are saved, all well, 
and have heen transferred to ss, Carthage, 
proceeiting to their destination to-day or 
to-morrow. All the mails and specie have 
heen saved.” 

Tn his speech to his sharcholders on the 
20th of December last, Sir Thomas Suther- 
land svd: ‘Phe Aden points the moral 
to a certain ox the sacritice 
involved, pecuninvily speaking, is one of 
small amount, but if it had been one of 
our vessels costing £250,000, the resutt 
would have been of a totally different char- 
acter, and I need hardly.tell you, because 
Tam sure you perceive it 
that ony largest and fastest sl 
ships that are exposed to the 

















ravest risk ; 
they carry the burden of working the mail 
contract, are therefore, every day and 


every hour they ‘are at sea, exposed to 
risks which slower vessels ‘are certainly 
not exposed to in the same measure.” 
The China was one of the new large and 
fast ships referred to by Sir Thoms. She 
was a wteamer of 7,899 tons gross, and 
1,393 nominal horse-power, 500.5 feet in 
length, 54.1 feet in breadth, and 25.1 fect 
deep, build by Ha 
Belfast at tho end of 1 
homeward way at the time of the accident. 
She -was commanded by Cupt. de Horne, 
wav wellknown in Shang 
isfactory that, as far as we 




















and specie have een saved. ‘The passen- 
gers have been sent on with remarkable 
promptitude, thouzh no doubt they must 
have suffered considerable inconvenience. 

Among the homeward-bound passengers 
in the China were Mrs. Wade Gani’ner 
and family, and Me. and Mrs. Platt, of 
Shanghai, 


PROCLAMATIONS BY HUNAN 
OFFICIALS. 
Sag ane 
(Specially Translated for the N.-C. 
Daily Neves.) 

Wo give below ‘our translation of the 
proclamations referred to in Dr. John's 
letter published in these columns yester- 

ny. 




















THE GOVERNOR'S PROCLAMATION. 
Ch*én, decorated with the official button 
of the prémier civil grade, ex afficio Vice- 
Prosident of the Bonrd. of War and of the 
Court of Censors, Governor of Hunxn 
rovince and the dependencies thereof, 
superior Olticer in command of the 
Brigadier-Generals of the said province, 

ant Commander-in-Chief of the pro 
forces, Inspector-Generat and Chief Com- 
missioner of the Commissarint and Army 
Pay Departments of Hunin, ete. ete, 
hereby issues the following mast important 
proslamation for the information of all 

























igners to propagate 
religion and to travel 
it terior of the Empire is, as 
amatter of fact, recorded in the Trenties 
between Chinn’ and foreign countries and 
sanctioned by Imperial edict. It, therefore, 
rests upon us all as faithful officers of the 


reverentially obey the Imperial commands. 
In this way there would be peace on all 
sides and, moreover, we would sustain our 
country’s reputation ax the Land of Pro- 
prieties and Courteous Kindness. But 
there been desperadoes who by dia- 
ing groundless rumours created 
tx, under the name of public indignation, 
against missionary chapels and sorved theit 
‘own ends to objain plunder and pillage. 
The result was that often law-abiding but 
ignorant people were led astray and assist 
ed these very rowdies to deeds of savagery. 
Troubles then arose and serious riots with 
grave responsibilities to all concerned re- 
sulted. Surely no one can he so 

as to fail to perceive that such ¢ 
arson, murder, collecting a mob to fight or 
plunder, are always severely punished by 
Jaw, the more guilty ones to decapitation or 
strangulation, und those of lesser guilt 
given to-the ‘cangue and corporal punish- 
nent with the bamboo or banishment. ‘The 
laws of tho land are all built on the priu- 
ciples of justice and common sense, Al- 
though there are such differences as divi- 
sion of countries and empires and hence 
there is a China and Foreign Countri 
no distinction cas bo wade betwoon Chi: 
neso and Foreigners in tho eye of the law 
of the Inna. 

our country and live 
the Emperor regard them in equal 
terms of sympathy as he does those of 
own people. ‘To burn or put to the sword 
a Chinese is always followed by the prompt 
ponishment of the murderer; is it strange, 
forsooth, that a murderer of a foreigner 
should also be punished in the same sman- 
ner—by desth? ‘This is pl and 
most easy for all to under 

For instance, last year at Kution, (Ku- 
ch‘eng or Hwasang) provines of Fukien, 
of the men connected with the burning of a 
misionary chapel there and the murder of 
& number of missionaries no less than 
ated for their crimes. 
Now theso were all composed of men who 
premeditated the deed, hence their sanguin- 
ary ends were brought upon themselves. by 
their own hand, and no one was to blame 
but themselves, But suppose there had 
hoen some amongst them who had been led 
astray by the specious and evil influences 
of others. ‘To auch as thoso who paid the 
forfoit of their lives. in that matter, what 
glory was there? What kind of an ending 
was theirs ? Surely this cannot be said to 
heilike dying in the front rank of battle 
fighting the enemies of their country ? Can 
thes, therefore, be called patriotic heroes 
by poxterity? But the misery of it was that 
they died tho victims of evil counsellora— 
dosperndoes who had plainly defied the Im- 
perial edicts by their acts, What ap- 
Proprinte torm can wo bestow upon these 
foolish victims of misplaced trust ? 

When countries resume peaceful relations 
with one another friendly intercourse is at 
once restored on both sides; what profit 
then can there possibly be to the country 
at lege if in some sudden brawl a few lives 
are lost? The murderers only put to the 
test the sharpness of the executioner's 
sword upon the bodies transmitted to them 
by their parents—and all for nothing—while 
their kith and kin are loaded with the 
ignominy of it! Who then can refrain 
from a chill of horror when contemplating 
the risks that are run under such circumst- 
ances ? 

Now it has been again and again proved 
that all rumours that have been circulated 
about missionary chapels were merely the 
product of the imagination of ‘a set of 
rowdies and desperadoes. Indeed, the 
late first Marquis Tséng Kuo-fan, who 
stood at the head of his generation in an- 

jent sage-like qualities, when occupied in 

ntsin investizating the Great Riot [of 
1870] after most careful and searching 
enquiries found out to his entire satisfac- 
tion that the alleged causes which inflamed 






























mong us so does 




































































the populace to riot and murder were after 


Crown and ail subjects of the Throne to! all nothing but myths and wholly without 


as foreigners come to} 


foundation. To prove. this still-further it 
has also been demonstrated that the ru- 
mours against missionary chapels which led” 
to riots in other provinces and which 
happened after the Great Riot were also 
found to be myths and similar in substance 
to what had been discovered by the late 
Marquis Tséng. 

It is apparent, therefore, that even if in 
some instances certain bias may have been 
shown in giving the results of such in- 

tions, it is hardly likely that all of 
igh officials who conducted these 
enquities through a period of many years, 
could possibly have been biassed in the same 
way as to be so unanimous as to one and 
all declare that all the rumours which 
had been dissominated to create riots were 
“entirely baseless.” 

‘The matter of fact is that these dissemi- 
nators and manufacturers of anti-mission- 
ary riots merely do so from selfish and 
personal greed for gain, intending to take 
advantage of the disturbances they have 
raised to plunder and enrich themselves 
at will. The guilt of such men can thero- 
fora only be placed at the same level as 
any cominon murderer or incendiary ; the 
mischicf and disasters they bring upon 
others are equally crimes against humanity, 
and as cold-blooded and merciless as is tho 
most pronounced assassin. I have there- 
fore determined to treat such criminals 








Jwhen caught in the first instance on tho 


same basis as the law declares should be 
the sentence of the anonymous placardist, 
viz:—death by strangulation, and on such 
basis give the severest sentences on tho 
guilty. 

Hence I would earnestly exhort my peo- 
p'e and all observers of law and order to 
turn a deaf ear to the specious disseminators 
of such rumours and guard against their 
ovil influences which only lend to.the com- 
mission of grave and serious crimes. My 
sincere hope is that, from the day of the 
propaxation of this proclamation, you may 
Frog pen sad treat'all: propngatore of the 
Christian roligion from foreign countries in 
the same light. as you generally troat 
the professors of Buddhism or Taoism ; 
that you would treat foreign travellers 
passing through your cowns and villages 
with the same courtesy as you would treat 
your own countrymen from distant pro- 
Vinces travelling through your native pro- 
vince. Let each man live his daily, quiet 
life, ;and pursue his own avocations and 
thereby onjoy tho blessings of peace which 
is the heritage of all. In this way you 
will not disappoint me, nar render void 
the earnest words of advice 1 now give you 
in this proclamation. For if any’ of you 
turn a deaf ear to them you may rest 
perfectly assured that once you are found 
quilty of breaking the laws you will 
find that Tam not the one to gloss over 
your crimes not likely to show leniency in 
your cases. You will then find it too late to 
repent of your follies. It is for this that I 
nov issue to you all my proclamation and it 
hehoves all of you to pay earnest and 
respectful heed to these my words. Beware 
how you disobey ! 

Published for general information. To 
be placarded throughout this provinco 
and dependencies. 23rd Year of Kuang 
Hsii, 28th day of the 12th moon (18th 
January, 1898). 


THE ANJEN DISTRICT MAGISTRATE’S 

PROCLAMATION. 5 
Ying, decorated with the brevet button 
of asub-prefect (5th rank), and specially 
appointed district magisimte of Anjén- 
hsien, prefecture of Héngchou, provinco 
of Hunan, ete., hereby issues the follow- 
ing proclamation for the purpose of im- 
posing strict prohibition upon certain con- 

duct of the people. 

I have received a dispatch from H.E. 
Huang, acting Provincial Judge, who gives 























the substance of a communication. H.E. had 
received from H.E. Chang, the Viceroy of 
the Hukuang provinces. “H.E. the’ Viceroy’ 
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states that he has received a despatch 
from Warren, H.B.M. Consul at Hankow, 
to the effect that the British Missionary, 
Dr. Griffith John, had petitioned to the 
said Consul complaining that anti-mission- 
ary disturbances hnd recently occurred in 
the prefecture of Héngchou, Hunan, which 
in gravity exceeded all’ previous dis- 
turbances. The said petitioner states thas 





he» had received a letter from the Rev. P‘éng’| 


Lan-seng, a member of the petitioner's 
Society, repvrting that ‘on the 16th day 
of the 10th moon Inst (10th November, 
1897), just before: the collegiate examin= 
ations held by the WOnyshan College, 
a mob suddenly appenred hefore the doors 
of the Society's Book-shop, situated within 
the house of one Li Yu-kéng, a convert, 
who breaking inte the place tore into 
shreds all the books contained therei 
as well as all articles: of clothing, and 
smashed all furniture, ete., found by the 
mob in the said place.” ‘Thore were others 
also who took a quautity of the said books 
to the banks of the river and made a bon- 
fire of them, destroying ull vestiges of the 
said Book-shop.” ‘The potitioner therefor 
prayed that a dispatch be at once sent to 
the proper authorities demanding the pun- 
ishment of the guilty persons. 


ELE. the Vicoroy, therefore, 
the acting Provinicial Judge of Hunan, and 
tho utter official has sent instructions 
to the prefect and ro me and to tho district 
magistrate of Héngshanhsion to act at 
once on the said instructions. We have 
to make vigorous enquiries 
into the origin of the alleged disturbance: 
to issue prohibitory proclamations strictly 
forbidding further riotous conduct such as 
had been complained of, and to. devise 
spoedy means of giving adequate protection 
to the said missionaries. On the other 
hand we shall pursuo secret investigations 
in order to find out the leaders of the said 
riot and when enptured they willbe punish- 
ed to the soverest extent permitted by 
Inv, We have further been ordered 
to find out the extent of the damage made 
by the rioters and satisfactorily make good 
all claims therefor, in order that tho 
whole case may bo settled and finished 
with. 

‘Now, foreigners who come to the interior 
to propagate their religion or to sell their 
books really have no objoct but to exhort 
people to be good. Furthermore they do 
40 by consent of H.I.M. the Emperor who 
has had treaties made to that effect and who 
has again and again issued Inperi 
Edicts calling upon all of us to grant protec- 
tion to the missionaries. It is our duty 
to reverentially obey the sacred commands. 
Tthorefore call upon you my subjects of 
all classes to bear in mind, and I desire to 
impress it upon you all, that foreigners 
coming to us to propagate their religion 
and to self their books solely aim at ex- 
horting all people to be good men; but on 
tho other hand people are free to act upon 
their own inclinations whether to join their 
creed ot not. There is no compulsion in the 
east. You are not compelled to buy their 
ook, you may buy or leave them just as it 
may suit your own pleasure and inclinations. 
i, therefore, you remember that the fo 
eigners are only acting under treaty rights, 
you should supplement tho efforts of your 
Superiors in giving that welcome and at- 
tention which are courtesies due to every 
stranger from afar who comes to our gates. 
{ therefore exhort you fathers to teach 
your sons, elder brothers to enjoin upon 
Jour younger brethren, to listen to my 
Zounsel and that, after the pablication of 
this proclamation, to repress yourselves 
and avoid giving way to the reckless 
ardour of young blood only to be made 
to suffer the consequences of your youth- 
fal follies when it would be only too late 
to repent of your rashness Let one and 
all carefully obey my proclamation. 

24th yeat of Kuang Hsii, 17th day of 
the:Lat moon (7th: February 1898). 



























































FOUR-METKICAL PROCLAMATION BY THE 
SAME MAGISTRATE. 

‘The object of the London Missionary 
Society 

Is to exhort people to he good. 

‘The sacred books of Jesus 

Are disseminated throughout the land ; 

When the Missionary preaches his trae 
religion 

It behoves all to listen in silence. 

Your officials only obey the treaties 

In protecting thea at all times 

Rowdies must therefore be strictly for- 
bidden 

And prevented from creating distur- 
bances. 

Should any dare to disobey me 

‘They will be most severely punished. 

7th February, 1898. 








THE QUEEN’S DIAMOND 
JUBILEE PERMANENT 
MEMORIAL FUND. 


‘Tho undernoted subscriptions have not 

previously been publicly acknowledged :— 

The North-China Insurance Co., La. ..7200 

Bx.Y. 25 
The following aro new and aiditional 

subscription: 

D. Ross, Shawoishan Light Station . 
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A. Hid 10 
20 
10 
10 
25 
“ af 
T. R. Wheelock 25 
F. Anderson (additional) 50 
G. James Morrison (addi 25 
‘Thos. W. Kingsmill (add 15 
Anonymous per Dr. Macleod 100 
A. Thurbura $10 





Mr. W. D. Little, honorary treasurer of 
tho fund, will be very pleased to receive 
nnd acknowledge additional subscriptions. 

‘The following are more additional sub- 
seriptions :— 

Davi 


‘Sassoon, Sons & Co. ‘F100 
100 
100 


100 
















Liddell Bros & Ce 
David Brand 
J. Cooper .. 
E. A. Hewett .. 
R, H. R. Burder. 
m Dobie. 
J. Paterson .. 
‘The following are new subscription: 








THE BITTER CRY OF THE 
CUSTOMS’ STAFF. 


——-—— 
The following is the Inspector-General’s 
reply to the appeal, the text of which we 
published more than a month ago. There 
is not much sympathy or comfort in it for 
the sufferers, and it will be seen that at its 
date the 1 not been laid before 
f It is to be hoped 
nore 
cheering news; but meanwhile they are 
losing heart :— : 
Inapectorate General of Customs, 
Peking, 13th January 1898. - 
Siz,—I am in receipt of your despatch 
No 1,942 of the 23rd December : 

‘Appeal for readjustment of salaries from 
Foreign Staff in Customs forwanted : 
aud in reply hve to state that 1 fully 
understand how the fall in exchange has 
affected all classes and if I were myself in 
a position to give effect to my wishes 














“| salaries would be issued to all Europeans 
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at the rate of exchange which ruled when 
the Service was first established ; power to 
act thus, as you very well know, is not in 
my hands, and as the fixed ottice allowance 
can only'be increased after an Imperial 
Decree has given approval of a Yamen 
Memorial proposing such increase, it will 
he necessary to submit the matter to the 
amen, and this I shall presently do, 
am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) Rovere Harr, 
Tuspector-Generul. 
A. E. Hueristry, Exq., 
Comunissioner of, Customs, 
Tientsin. 
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THE LOSS OF THE JAINE. 


Widespread gloom prevails throughout 
the United States, occasioned by tho tragic 
loss of the battleship Muine, and popular 
feeling runs high in denunciation of the 
Spanish authorities. 
between the two Gov 
altogether unexpected is 
fol'awing extracts taken from our American 
exchanges which arrived Ly the Gaelic on 
Wednesday 




















Now York, 17th February. 

A Sun special from Washing’ st 
‘The Administration realises fully as the 
eneral public can the force and wisdom of 
its ancient admonition. ‘In time of peace 
prepare for war.” This is just what the 
Administration has been doitig for several 
months past, and the increased activity 














among the officials of the War aud Navy 
Departments noticeable during the past day 
or two means that they are arranging to 
reap ata moment's notice tho fruits of what 
they have sown. If the declaration of war 
comes to-morrow or next week or next 
month, the Government will not be wholly 
tinprepared. 
Key West, 20th February. 

It is learned from what may be consider- 
ed a semi-ofiicial source that tho diver 
sent down on behalf of the United States 
to examine the wreck of the battleship 
Maine have made a preliminary report, of 
the result of their work. Incredible as it 
may seem, after a partial examination of 
the mayaziues of the Maine the divers 
report that the one in which the explosion 
is supposed to have occurred is intact. 
According to the informant, the contents 
of the magazine ave unharmed. ‘Therefore, 
if this report be true, an entirely different 
aspect is given to the terrific explosion 
which brought death and destruction to 
the Maine, 
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This report reaching Key West it is said, 
caused the members of the Court of Enquiry 
to decide to proceed to Havana to-day and 
begin their investigation at once instead of 
organising the Court here. 

_ Washington, 20th February. 

‘The Naval Court of Enquiry appointed to 
investigate the Afaine disaster will begin 
its work at Havana to-morrow. This news 
camo to the Navy Department this morn- 
ing from Admiral Sicard, at Key West, in 
‘a telegram dated yesterday. He simply 
telegraphed as follows: “The Court of 
Enquiry sails for Havana on the 
lighthouse steamer Mangrove. 
Commander Marix arrived to day. 

New York, 21st February. 

‘The Sun's Washington special says 
Outwardly there was little to-day in the 
big stone building occupied by the State, 
‘War and Navy Departments to indicate 
any serious state of affairs. But behind 
tho official curtain things were going on 
that were known ouly to a few person: 
‘The gist of these is that extensive prepara. 
tions are being made to fit the Navy for a 
hostile emergency and to guard the various 
cities of the Atlantic seaboard from sudden 
attack. There was nothing in the telegrams 
received to-day from Cousul-General Lee 
and Captain Sigsbee to throw any light 
on the cause of the terrible disaster. The 
i ion is now practically out of 
Onptain Sigsbeo's hands, as the Board of 
Enquiry arrived to-day and will begin their 
duties at once. 




















22nd February. 

‘A despatch to tho World from Havana 
says Consul-General Lee to-day informally 
advised Americans, not necessarily detained 
there, to leave at onco for home. The 
advice implies that those on the ground 
realise their inability to protect women 
and children in case of trouble. The 
Herald says: Americans in Havana have 
been quietly notified by Consnl-General Leo 
that it might be well for them to send their 
families toa place of safety. ‘These pre- 
cautions were taken view of the fact 
that thero is a strong si 
volunteers, anti-Americans, and anti-Au- 
tonomists have been inspired to create 
trouble in caso the Maine enquiry proves 
that the catastrophe was due to design. In 
justico to the authorities in Havana, it 
may be said that they are taking every 

recaution in their power to protect all 
foreigners ali 

‘A Sun special from Havana says: A very 
sensational editorial was printed this after- 
noon in La Lucha against Cuptain Sigsbee. 
Tt says that Captain Sigshee is unlawfully 
forming a part of the Court of Enquiry 
which is investigating the ease of the dis 
aster to the Maine. La Lucha adds that 
the Captain is a Judge in his own case, 
and that, therefore, all conclusions of the 
Court of Enquiry will be inadmissible by 
covery principle of justice. 

La Lucha, like all tho other Spanish 
newspapers here, chooses to take the view 
that Captain Sigsbee is responsible for the 
disaster, which was caused by accident, as 
a result of carelessness and lack of discipline 
on board the battle-ship. The attack of 
Za Lucha on the Cuptain is a very violent 
one. - 
































TO THE DEAF! 


A rich Indy cured of her deafness and 
noises inthe Head by Dr. Nicholson’s Arti 
ficial Ear Drums sent £1000, to his Institute 
0 that Deaf Persons who have not the means 
to procure the Kar Drums may have them 
free. Apply by letter to C. 0. BRIGHT, 
Secretary, 54, Bow Lane, London, E. C. 

134-99 220 1éth Jan., 1898, 
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FRESH TOUCHES TO A 
FAMOUS PICTURE. 


‘To many students of modern history the 
thought must have occurred, that it is to 
France we owe all that is most romantic in 
European archives. Looking back over 
three centuries only, how comparatively 
prosaic would their annals appear, without 
the court chronicles of le Grand Monarque, 
the terrible tragedy of the French Revolu- 











tion, the stories of the first and second 
empires, with their fiction-dwarfing 
vicissitudes ! 


Such impression has been deepened in 
one’s mind by the recently published ‘ New 
Letters of Napoleon I.” ‘These papers are 
ssid to have beon formerly withheld by 
command of Napoleon ILI, as disparaging 
to his great predecessor's personal charac- 
ter, or detracting from the prestige of his 
near relatives and trusted agents. How- 
ever true this may be as to the last-named 
motive of suppressio veri (though we do 
not think Napoleon's kindred, at least, had 
any character to lose), it does not strike us 
that these letters reveal distinctly fresh 
charactoristics of their writer, but merely 
deepen the lines of the famous and farniliar 
portrait—the genius for domination, the 
extraordinary self-confidence, the inextin- 
guishable hopefulness, the ‘all-devouring 
ambition, the ferocious disregard of human 

es, diplomacy degraded into duplicity 
and ‘cunning. While unquestionably the 
nobler side of the Emperor's charactor is 
not without demonstration in this volume ; 
wo aro reminded of his generous spirit of 
clanship, his patience with the brethren so 
unworthy of his gifts. ‘hore is real pathos 
in some of his correspondence with these 
men, whose petty self-seeking and treacher- 
‘ous ‘ingratitude servo to illustrate their 
benefactor's long-suffering placability. 

‘The brother on whom, from his child- 
hood, he had lavished affection and kind- 
ness, Louis, King of Holland, in the very 
act of sowing discord between his ki 
and Franco, is taken 
























rvice Dr. Latour shall render him 








the last storm clouds are 
shadowing his career, he writes to Madame 
Mere: “* Louis shows little gener i 
thus coming to insult me, and obliging me 
to act soverely, whon the whole of Europe 
is rising up against me, and my heart is 
wrung with anguish, But I am ready to 
forgive him ; not as remembering his con- 
duct of tho last ten years, but the love I 
bore him in his childhood.’ 

Perhapsno Napoleonic record has brought 
out, az do many of these letters, the extra- 
ordinary attention to minutie in e 
department of imperial control, which, wh 
contrasting so curiously with the colossal 
outlines of the great conqueror's pro- 
jects, yet doubtless contributed immea- 
aurably to their achievement. Now it is 
the title of an Amsterdam newspaper, 
which mus€ be changed to the Courrier; 
Moniteur suggests government endors 
ment. Now it is the ceremonial detail 
of the Archduchess Marie Louise's pro- 
gress to Paris for their marriage, Then 
& general must be summoned by post, 
not telegraph (whatever process in those 
pre-clectric days, may be implied); as 
the latter would mislead him ss ‘to his 
importance. Where military arrangements 
are concerned, such particularity is 
ubiquitous and incessant. 

The volume would be almost worth iasu- 
ing if only for the crowning revelation of 
character contained in the closing letter, 
written to his brother Joseph, his then re- 
presentative in Paris. The very date is 

Filling, June 19, 1815! Waterloo fought 
8 few short hours ago ! 

All is not lost. I shall atill have 
150,000 men remaining..... I will 













































horse my artillery with carriage-horses ; 
I will raise 100,000 conscripts: I will 
raise the whole of Dauphiné, the Lyonnais, 
and Burgundy: I will overwhelm the 
enemy.” One seems to hear the echo of 
the victorious vauntings graven on stone 
by haughty Assyrian despots, in zenith 
of power and flush of conquest, rather than 
the utterance of a vanquished fugitive 
in desperate extremity. ‘Truly we have 
here the ruling passion strong in defoat ! 
Hundreds of thousands yot to be added to 
the millions he has alzeady massed for 
massacre, all Europe 

Yet is there an undoniable grandeur in 
such unquenchable pluck; nor can one 
withhold from this fallen tyrant a certain 
admiring compassion—even though it bo 
compassion as misplaced as that expressed 
by the little child gazing on the beasta of 
prey in Doré's picture of Neronian por- 
secution, ‘The Arena after the Con- 
fiict :” “Mother, one of those poor tigers 
has no Christian to eat.” 

‘This publication would gain in interest 
for the general reader, wore the letters 
linked together by occasional, however 
light, historie notes. 

Autoz Jann Motemma. 

















FREIGHTS AND FOREIGN 
COMPETITION IN THE IRON 
AND STEEL TRADE. 


Gadrarcreizas 
Messrs. Collins & Co., of London and 

Tiontsin have sent us tho following copy 
of some correspondence between repre: 
tative shipowners and ironmastora in Eng. 
land with reference to the competition 
created by the freight by conference 
steamers to the detriment of British 
trade :— 

17, Water Strest, Liverpool, 

10th January, 1893, 
‘Messrs. The Pearson and Knowles 
Coal and Iron Co., La., 

Warrington, 

Dean Srns,—We enclose a copy of 
manifest of a cargo landed at Bombay 
by one of tho steamers from Hamburg, 
Antwerp, otc. This is ono of many in 
ou possession, which wo shall be pleased 
to show if desired, 

Our object in now addressing you is to 
brig this matter more particularly before 
you, and to seo if something cannot be 
done for our mutual benefit in the way of 
Protenting these large orders going to the 

‘ontinent, and securing them for shipment 
hence. We may mention that one of our 
local shippers last week informed us that 
they had 1,000 tons steel just going from 
Antwerp, in three steamers, only. Wo 
have recently reduced our rato of freight 
to try to induce business, and would point 
out that it is now less than charged by 
the Continental lines. Wo aro therefore 
hopeful of your being able to help matters 
in the direction indicated, otherwise we 
fear this ‘iron and steel” business will 
be drawn to the Continent altogether. 

Yours truly, 
(Signed) Hxpensox Broraens. 





























15th January, 1898, 
Messrs. Henderson Brothors, 
Water Street, Liverpool. 

Dear Strs,—We have to thank you for 
your favour of 10th instant. ‘The figures 
that you are good enough to put before us 
tell a tale with which we are unfortunately 
only too familiar, but we are glad to note 
that you, at any rate, among -British ship- 
owners, begin to realise the gravity of the 
position, which we have all to face, in 
Tegard to this foreign competition—it has 
all but extinguished our Eastern trade in 
iron and steel, and substituted German and 
Belgian productions for what was, only 
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vorg few years ago, exclusively of British 
manufacture. We look upon it that wo 
have, mainly if not entirely, to thank the 
policy of the steamship conferences for this 
result. To trace the origin from’ which all 
our troubles have sprung we must go back 
some years, to the time when the export 
iron trade’ of Antwerp, Rotterdam, and 
‘Hamburg was in its infancy—and the great 
shipping lines imagined that they had found 
a new customer whose trade would con- 
stitute an addition to what they already 
carried from British ports. In vain we 
and others protested, in season and out of 
season, that every ton of iron shipped from 
abroad meant one ton less shipped from 
home. Our protests were ignored, und we 
wero told that if one line did not do the 
trade, another would ; and that the future 
and the British maker must look after 
themselves. Preferential rates were offer- 
ed all round for the new freights from 
foreign ports, while similar advantages 
‘wero. persistently refused to old customers 
in this country whose trade was considered 
to be gafo and in no danger of leaving its 
usual channels. The opening thus mado 
was promptly seized upon by a certain 
boction of British merchants, who, in 
their eagerness to undersell home ¢om- 
petitors, by any means and at all hazards, 
took no thought that foreign traders would 
inevitably follow foreign goods, to tho 
ultimate discomfiture of the British maker, 
merchant, and shipowner alike. It is tr 
that for a time our own well-known brands 
maintained their position, but by dint of 
the perseverance of our antagonists and 
the “experience gained from repeated 
failures—and algo in consequence of a gen- 
eral lowering of the tono of the trade—hy 
dogrees one line of business after another 
twas wrested from our hands, ‘The result 
‘appears in the returns you have sent us 
for perusal. 

the normal “dificulties of a British 
manufacturer in connection with tho 
eculiatities of British workmen and the 
unnecessary extra expenses entailed by 
Government interference in all directions, 
were handicap enough at the outset. With 
these we might have struggled, and still 
held our places, but the final stroke which 
shattered our connection came from the 
hands of the British shipowners, and now 
our Enstern trade has all but gone, our 
Western trade is little better, and ‘even 
homo trade is imperilled by a continuance 
of similar tactics, which enable American 
and other tariffiprotected producers, by 
specially low freights, to dump thei 
plus stocks in this country at any price 
they will fetch, What is the remedy for 
this state of things we cannot yet decide, 
though we have revolutionised our methods 
of working and reduced our profits to a 
minus quantity in attempting to solve the 
problem, but the first step in the right 
Girection is undoubtedly for the ship- 
owners to reverse'their recent policy in.our 
favour, and give to home manufacturers 
and British ports a preference ini freight 
such as they at one titne accorded, and still 
in many cases accord, to everything that 
was foreign. We are not yet quite played 
out, but the breathing space which we have 
before us is in our opinion of short dura- 
tion, and unless we have some systematic 
assistance from all who are interested in 
the prosperity of British trade, the end 
will soon be in sight. 

‘Perhaps you will be good enough to 
place our views before the members of 
Jour conference for consideration, and if 
Sridence is required to substantiate their 
correctness, we would commend to your 
perusal Mr. Chamberlain's Blue Book on 
this very subject, which shows how far- 
reaching have been the effects of the policy 
of whieh we complain, 

‘ours traly, 
For Tas Paansox axp Kxowzes Coat 
Rigel) dae TB 
igned) Jxo. J. Buzcxx, 
: Director. 
































A CYCLE OF OPIUM IN 
CATHAY. - 








‘The introduction of western civilisation 
into China, while bringing many blessings 
to the people, has not been unaccompanied 
by giant evils, Prominent among these 
is opium-smoking. Three-score years ago 
searcely known along th» coast, it has 
spread with great rapidity over the 
eighteen provinces. One of the principal 
articles of trade in the Middle Kingdom is 
opium. On the arrival of the great liners, 
the dailies tell us of the amount of specie 
and the number of passengers and chests 
of opium landed on theso shores. In the 
Indian budget, up toa recent date, opium 
has been mentioned as a prominent source 
of revenue, and in the Chinese Imperial 
Customs, six out of twenty million taels 
come from opium. The British govern- 
ment in India cultivates opium, and in 
Central and Western Ghina, fields of the 
poppy. its lowers so beautiful tothe eye 
ut with the poison of asps under its petals 
—are to be seen in many sections. In the 
Chefoo Convention the principal article 
settled by Sir Thomas Wade and Li Hung- 
chang was the duty on opium. Certainly 
then it is a subject that merits considera- 
tion. 
‘HE "NUMBER OF OPIUM SMOKERS 
is simply appalling. Of tho one hundred 
is flog Sauk mates in China one-tenth may 
with safery be put down as addicted to the 
habit, When the statistics of the opium 
districts are obtained, the number will no 
doubt be found to be much larger, but ten 
million slaves are enough for ono land! 
Knowing that the Chinese are constitu- 
tionally inaccurate, and that at the Dis- 
pensaries the question is simply asked 
each patient, ‘Do you smoke opium?” 
and his answer “Yes” or io” is 
recorded, I applied to a physician whose 
hospital books are kept by a foreigner, in 
the hope of obtaining statistics ina measure 
trustworthy. His answer was: “Our re- 
cords are not near correct, as we record 
what we can got from each man, except 
when it is entirely unmistakeable that the 
patient is an opium smoker. In the city 
iny opinion is that uf men over twenty 
years of age, a light estimate would be to 
say that one out of every three smokes 
opium, the amount increasing with the m 
of the party in a regular ascending scal 
It isa vice that prevails among the poor 
as well as among the rich ; in the country 
as well asin the city. | From the Governor. 
General in the Viceregal capital to tho 
lowest constable in his thatched hut, it 
pervades all ranks and conditions of tho 
people. Of Szechuan, the Texas of Chin 
with a population reputed to be equal 
thatof the United States, it is said that 
rybody smokes.” Even little boys 
chew the castaway pods of the poppy, 
thus in childhood imbibing a taste for the 
drug. 
THE NUMBERS ARE INCREASING 
It is not like the tid’ which 
a great boro rush- 
ing up the bays and rivers, and pressing 
steadily forward in-its roating, dashing, 
maddened career. In the cities the pro- 
portion is radely estimated by the natives 
as one-half or soven-tenths of the 
adult males, and some towns are wholly 
under the sway of the narcotic. I men- 
tion one fact for which I can witness. 
‘Twenty years ago the farmers, who aro 
dependent on their annual harvest and 
have little ready money, were almost 
entirely exempt from the ravages of opiu 
now the evil is slowly making headway in 
the agricultural districts. In many sections 
of the country one or two dens are found 
in every hamlet. Another fearful factor 
in the trade is 
‘THE INCREASE IN THE AMOUNT 
smoked. by individuals. ‘Twenty years 
ago one who used two or three mace per 







































diem was in Soochow considered a “heavy 
smoker”—moderate smokers used much 
less—now that amount is not considered 
extraordinary. Three or four mace is 
not spoken of as high and half-an ounce 
is nob uncommon. Six and seven mace 
are sometimes mentioned. When men aro 
able to purchase opium by the ball and 
prepare it at home, as a general rule, they 
smoke inordiuatel . 

‘A short time since at 5 p.m. I called on 
‘a young man of wealth, who,two years ago 
employed a foreigner to teach him English 
at $100 a month for two hours each after- 
noon. ‘He is not up yet,” said the 
janitor. “Is he sick ?” “No; he smokes 
opium all night.” ‘* How much 7” “An 
ounce a day.” ‘This would make two and 
one-half pounds avoirdupois a month, and 
that by one of weak constitution. A’short 
time afterwards I was in the house about 
sunset, and his wife said it was no uso 
trying to wake him ; that his sleep was so 
sound, it amounted almost toa torpor pre- 
figuring the sleep of death. How lon 
before the undertaker will be called in it 
is hard to say ! 

One of long experience affirms: ‘The 
average daly consumption, tis increased 
three-fold within the last forty years and 
apparently it is to go on increasing.” Used 
by the wholesale, opium is a dangoroup, 
commodity. 

THE EASE WITH WHICH THE HABIT 18 YrxzD 
is also to be considered. Suppose at home 
our young men who with convivial com- 
panions inake merry over the wine cup 
were to become habitual drunkards in a. 
couple of months’ time, what would be the 
condition of England and Americn? This 
is frequently, yes, most generally the case, 
with those who visit the smoking dens for 
pleasure. In a brief period, quicker than 
most of the vices that are the bane of the 
human race, opium rivets its chains, and 
the habits clings to the victim for li 

A few years ago friends met at 
the teashops and sipped the national 
beverage, which, as they say, ‘makes 
the eyes so bright;” now, the. invitati 
tothe opium den. ‘Then men transacted 
business in the teashops; now they 
settle their affairs in tho opium dons. 
‘Then a cup of tea was offered in the 
reception-hall; now, the opium pipe. 
“Treating” makes the fifth among the 
relations in China, that of ‘friend to 
friend,” a very dangerous one, as in this 
way temptation is constantly thrown in 
the path of persons of all ages. 

Ifa man has been absent from tho city, 
on his return the salutation ho receives 
the first day from a dozen friends, * Have 
a whiff of opium?” “TI do not smoke.” 
“But come, you must ; we are all friends. 
Till pay for it.” ‘Thus many currents 
unite in sweeping the frail Lark of Chin 
manhood into the deep waters of an 
uncontrollable habit, ‘The servant lies 
opposite his master and fills his pipe; the’ 
son stands beside his father’s divan, and 
imbibes the fumes and alas! the craving 
as well. m 
























A FASCINATING VICE. 

No one questions the fact that opium 
smoking is a captivating pastime. The 
victim will say, ‘ Fragrant! very fragrant !! 
very, very fragrant!!!” As men begir: to 
light their pipes they sing in delightfnl, 
anticipation of the luxury. that awaits them 
in dream-land ; forgetting the ills of life as. 
they pass a blissful hour in Paradisa. As. 
the fumes envelop the soul, visions of the 
beautiful rise before the imagination, and: 
“the tongue wags” as with great rapidity 
they tell how fortune will lend her illing: 
land to assist in every enterprise that 
human wisdom can devise, Opium produces 
a certain stimulus and its victim can trana- 
‘act business better after indulging in the 

















pipe. It isa solaco under the: many triala- 
of Asiatic existence. Alas! how. many hours- 
are wasted by those who.use it. Th 

Chinese “expectant mandarins” and their 
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host of retainers, the landed gentry and 
the people generally, have too much time on 
their hands, and they will readily yield to the 
Plowing effects of the drug imported from 
Malwa and Patna. It is especially during 
the watches of the night that its votaries 
indulge: in revellings and drunkenness, 
ie, drunk with opiuin. ‘This is witnessed 
by foreigners running up and down the 
canals on the tugs: Some men will suoke 
constantly for two hours xt a time, others 
will take their pipe every hour of the night 
till towards daylight when they will fall 
into a heavy slumber. ‘The breathing is 
short, as opium is said in a slight degree 
to paralyse the muscles around the heart. 








THe “YIN” OR CRAVING. 

‘Tho opium-smoker is absolutely dopen- 
dent on his regular “meals.” When the 
yin o craving comes he must have his 
Pipo ; he is utterly helpless without it, and 
cannot think or work. ‘The craving is 
but the return of the subsequent depres- 
sion after the effect of the stimulant has 
paseed off.” As the proverb says: "If his 
mother is dying in the next room, when 
the yin comes, the smoker must have his 

ipe.” ‘At the appointed time he feels 
tion and his only 
is discomfort by takin 
pipe.” If deprived of the drug it produces 
sufferings of an excruciating kind. ‘This 
raving becomes stronger and s ronger the 
longer the habit is continued. 

"This Hlustrates what a bene to the army 
opiumis, Were the foe in sight and his bat- 
tories opening fire, the “ brave” must first 
ie upon the ground sheltered from the 
wind and smoke his pipe ; after that he is 
ready to fight in battle, His mo'to is, 
“First my opium, then my country.” ‘The 
throntened partition of China is a factor in 
the near futuro unless the enemy within 
her-camp be removed. To this end the 
Anti-Opium Lengue will bend its first 

and all who have the interests of 



























patriarch of nations at heart will wish 
success to its efforts. 


‘THE OPIUM DES. 
Thoro aro a few opium palacos at the 
jorts und in the large cities which 

Eandsomaly farniahed with richly cushioned 

‘couchesof rosewood and marble, and tothese 

the wealthy resort. ‘To the whole number, 

however, they aro not one in ten-thousand. 

For the’ 9,999 a heavy curtain in front to 
event the ingress of air—for a slight 

Breeze drives away tho volatilised drug—is 

ign of aden. The room is dark and 
filled with sickening fumes, and around 

the wall on beds covered with a strip of 
matting lie the wretched sons of Han. To 
go into the room has the same effect on the 

Westorner as mal de mer. ‘These dens are 
suspected as the haunts of bad characters, 

‘20 each one in Sonchow has upon the door 
a broad white circle to indicate the place to 
the police. 

Efforts in years past have been made in 
many cities by honourable mandarins to 
close these dens. This has a salutary effect, 
for though the smoker may use the drug 
in his home yet the temptation to those 
tho have not the habit fixed and to thoso 
who “trent” is taken away. ‘The leader 
in this, in Kiangsu, was the late Governor 
‘Ten, a Martin Luther, who closed the 
thousanda:of dens, and on the door of 
seach private residence had registered the 
numbers of opium smokers within, so that 
it could be seen that there was no increase. 
‘The people were seized with terror and 
many threw away their pipes. 














‘THE POVERTY AND SUFFERING. 


Political: economy in the Middle King- 
dom has deslt with one great problem 
and that. is, how shall these countless 
millions. be ‘fed? ‘The country yields 
but » bare subsistence to -her ‘teem- 
ing’ population. The arable land that 
ig: withdrawn’ from grain and devoted 
to'the-poppy lessens -the supply of bread- 
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stuffs in a country where suffering huma. 
nity calls for brend. ‘The rate of wages is 
necessary for-econowic living. If then the 
money intended for the purchase of rice 
goes for opium what is to fill the mouths ? 
Each of the twn million slaves consumes 


what an immense sum it aggregates ! 


month. In what a molten stream does 
silver flow out of the country ! 

Opium consumers may br divided into 
three pretty equal classes. The first, those 
who can afford to use it. 
those who with ojium, are barely able to 
purchase the necessities of life. ‘The third, 
those who are reduced to abject poverty. 
There is nothing that draws on the 
sympathies of visitors from the prosperous 
Innds of the West more than to behold the 
wide-spread poverty in Asia, The little 
that China has, opium, like Pharoah’s lean 
kino, eats up.« The lazy, idle habits 
engendered, the inability to work, the 
unwillingness to make-any exertion, are 
characteristics of the habitual devotion to 
the pipe. . 3 

The opium smoker borrows right and 
left, and seldom pays, and the pawn-broker 
flourishes on his misfortunes. The wife 
desires to visit her relatives and goes to 
her trunk for her nice cloak, when sudden- 
ly screams fill the house!’ Her husband 
has pawned the garment! ‘Stealing his 
wife's clothes” is the special _accomp! 
ment of the impecunious opium-smoker. 
Where the father consumes three-fourths 
of his gains in vpium, the children have 
insufficient clothing in winter or they are 
in ra.x, and the mother toils all day at 
embroidery to earn x mouthful of food to 
hush the cries of her hungry children. 
There are hundfeds of thousunds of these 
cases, Opium is the ancestor of beggary. 
‘The smoker pawns his goods, disposes of 
his furniture and sells his house. Every 
resident in the interior can testify to scores 
of instances of well-to-do-people becoming 
vagabonds and outeasts from society. 
“There are whole bands of suppliants 
who bond the knee and beg for tho 
opium ashes from tho, pipes of form 

aaintan The last home of the s 
before he enters his coffin, is the watch- 







































from $15 to $150 (or even more) per annum ; | 


This by men on wages from $3 to $5 per | 


‘The second, | 





on the health, and the serious effect ft has 
| on longevity.” 
The writer's observation is that with 
j young men it is attended with rapid loss of 
1 strength, and followed by premature death. 
‘Phe Chinese proverb says: ‘The opium 
‘smoker lives eighty per cent of his natural 
life ;” i.e. the man who would be expect- 
ed to “reach sixty, dies at forty-eight, In 
the medical profession opium is said to 
be considerei one of the six principal 
| drugs, but if the «ystem is previously satu- 
irated’ with it, the ordinary dose (or even 
doubled) has'no effect in various diseases 
‘ike dysentery. As a: general rule three 
or four generations will end an opium- 
smoking family. Testimony was given be- 
fore the opium-commission that the families 
of the former ‘Hong Merchants” at Can- 
ton, who controlled the foreign trade, had 
| with one or two exceptions been swept off 
by smoking. Opium is an engine which 
pulls a train of evils. Among these 
evils may be mentioned the use of 
the hypodermic, for as morphia is not 
subject to the heavy duty imposed on 
Jopium it is‘ cheaper, .and the forearm, 
amass of ulcers in July, tells of the con 
, stant use in coll weather. Another of the 
i the Chinese 
testify, in the number of suicides. Taking 
! life by one’s own hand has been prevalent 
| for ayes, and in the case of defeated Generals 
and chaste widows, the ethical books of 
China commend the custom, but now the 
ense with which tho narcotic may be ob- 
| tained, especially in eases of anger, and the 
knowledge that death is free from. pain, 
makes suicide a gigantic evil in this land, 
‘Many deleterious effects to the physical 
! constitution, some not suitable to be named 
in print—might be mentioned, but I will 
content myself with presenting ‘ono which 
tho 


























Doctors CALL “coNsrmPATION.” 

Tt is necessary to call attention to this 
in order to combat the views of the de- 
{fenders of the habit. Wo ask whac in 
western lands is the effect of opium on tho 
j system? For what class f diseases is it 
generally used? ‘The Chinese normally aro 
| troubled along this line but opium aggra- 
| vates tho evil many fold. ‘The writer, for 





man’s box at the street gate, and his under- | the last tivo or three years, has enquired of 
taker, the constable, collects no fees. ‘The | ev-ry opium smoker he conversed with as 
young man lying on the curh stone with a ‘to his bodily functions. Very occasionally, 


‘once a happy boy in a comfortable home ! 


THR PERNICIOUSNESS OF THE VICE. 

‘The physical effects are equally as di 
astrous as the financial. Among people 
past middle age, in easy circumstances, 
with vigorous constitutions, good food and 





be used for some time without any apparent 
deleterious effects. ‘Thia class is only a small 
percentage of the whole. 

the large audiences in the street chapel, 
Tan, almost without fail, from the pulpit 
point out the opium smokers, and they are 
not selected because of their ruddy counte- 
ances and sialwart frames, but from the 
glazed eyes, the dilated pupils, the pale 
check, the’ sunken chest, the stooped 
shoulders, the swarthy complexion, the 
stained thumb, the emaciated form, the 
spirtless expression nnd the haggard ap- 
pearance. ‘The Chinese sum up the evils 
attending the use of the drug in three 
words: ‘No flesh, no strength, no 
money.” 

‘An authority says: ‘The average weight 
of opium-smokers falls considerably — 
about twenty pounds—below the standard 
for the ordinary healthy man of the 
same height.” Dr. J. Johnston, when in 
charge of the General Hospital ‘at Shang- 
hai, said: ‘Daily observation in hospital 
and dispensary practice during the past 
eight years, as well as attentive scrutiny of 
the health’ of opium smokers in all classes 
of society, abundantly proves to my mind 








the deleterious influence of opium: smoking 


piece of matting over his lifeless body was | 


comfortable surroundings, the drug may ! 


Accustomed to | 


daily ; often once in two days ; commonly, 
from tliree to five days ; not infrequently, 
| once a week ; evory ten days is mentioned 
land twice a month is not unheard of ; 
| while wo have a neighbour who, it is said, 
Keeps a monthly record. Another case of 
j forty days came under our observation, 
| but he died. We would like to put upon 
the witness stand divers English physicians 
who advance the theory that opium is 
} anti-malarial in..its tendencies ; that the 
peasants are by the drug fortified against 
chills and fever, that there is something in 
the mode of life and climatic surroundings 
which causes the effects of the opium habit 
in China to be different from those’ which 
are known to Europe ; and that a people 
who have so little to make life joyful 
should not be denied this one luxury? I 
ask, please give your medical opinic 
this one pointe {f clironie constipnticn is 
dangerous to the health of Europeans, 
why should it be helpful to Asiatics ? This 
is the prime cause of the Wark, sallow 
complexion of the opium smoker, the 
source of his headaches and his “ mani- 
fold infirmities.” We drive a bullet into 
this “bull’s-eye”. and ask the, medical 
advisers of opium to the Chinese to extract 
it. ‘a 
¥ ‘WOMEN AND OPIUM. 

A quarter of s century ago there 
were comparatively few women whosmoked 
opium ;-at- this time :hundreds of: thou- 
sands are swept along “by this devastat- 
ing-flood.. It.is. natural to suppose that 
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this would be the case, for at home” 





Lo 





readily to the opium habit than thdse 
vf the sterner sex. When’ we think of th 
many aches and pains to which the flesh i 
heir, ang when fathers, husbands, and son 
have a repated antidote for pain, it"is not 
surprising that tliey gladly welcome the | 
pipe... The estate of Chinese women is bad 
enough, but with the warp of heathenism 
and the woof of opium the condition is fear- 
fully sad. 

‘The opium-smoking mother! Wandering 
about the house during the forenoon, the 
cheek with a deathly pallor, the hands 
unwashed, the clothing tilthy, the house'in 
disorder, the husband wréiched, the chil- 
dren ‘street Arabs,” tho family sinks to 
the lowest level of humunity. Let the | 
artist paint in brilliant colours 














“THE BENEFITS OF OPIUM TO THE WOMEN 
OF cHINa.” 
OLD COUNTRY AND NEW VICE. 

‘The ‘‘héathen Chinese” is none too 
good to begin with, but when he becomes 
addicted to the Indian drug he seems to 
lose many of those characteristics which 
recommend him to the respect and esteem 
of the European. My own experience is 
that lying prevails to an unusual degreo 
among: this class. The habit is often 
attended with the entire loss of shame- 
facedness and certainly the trend is down- 
grade. 

‘The question is often asked, what 
do the Chinese think of opium? On the 
continent if a man has wine daily on his 
table he defends the habit. If a Ken- 
tuckian makes Bourbon whiskey, he argues 
thnt the dietillery is legalised. Not so the 
Chineso with their favourite pipe. They 
consider the use of opium as a vice and a 
vice of the deepest die. Even were tl 
Protestant missionary disposed to baptise 
moderate smokers, its use is so generally 

- condemned, that it would be considered 
hy the h-athon a disgrace to the ghurch to 
have men of this class within the fold. 
Their only defence is: ‘ You, » teacher 
from the West, exhort men to be vir- 
tnous and you sell poison to our people. 
‘They say : “Your words are very plausible 
but we look at your actions. You bring 
Christianity and opium ; are we to jud: 
the one by the direful effects of the other? 

Opium is making havoc in this old land. 
It has lulled the conscience of the country 
to sleep. As the craving increases, ideas 
of principle diminish. ‘The craving has a 
tremendous grip and opium becomes the 
one thing needful for life. Men, and they 
ure not a for, become fiends, and mortgage 
thoir wives and sell their daughters for a 
roll of silver so that they may pass a few 
happy hours in the opium den. 


‘THY UNALTERED HOSTILITY 


of the Chinese Govertiment, up to the last 
foi years, is ‘a matter of history. In the 
“Angell Convention” the Chinese ap- 
proved ‘the Exclusion Act” for the sole 
reason that the ‘* Anti 
inserted in the Ametican treaty. China 
would probably’ gladly permit the Yunnan 
Railway, to be extended, the one line to 
Hankow’and the other to Chungking, were 
England willing to forbid her people en- 
gaging in the traffic, Wherexs not one in 
twenty’ of the British merchants sells 
opium, ‘ihy should the treaty assiduously 
guard the rights of the wealthy few to the 
detriment of the monied interests of the 
great, majority“of noble Englishmen? It 
is said that now in India the revenue 
from opium is only five per cent of the 
whole, so in that country it coases to be a 
factor worthy of consideration. 
rhe ability of the Government “to cope 
h so formidable an adversary ” has been 
questioned: “Tt inust be remembered that 
though'the Chines nay’ be ‘too feeble to 
mnéet foreign nitions on the field of conflict, 
” yeu'they are perfectly éoiipetent to manage 
their own people. “At -itedt’ époélis in the 
history of this’ land, )gréat ‘men “have “ap- | 
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| great things, 





upon the scene and accomplished 
g Were the nation freed from 
its treaty fetters, might not some distin- 
ished mandarin rise equal to the occasion ? 
Can we with certainty say, Nay? To 
theorise on the question is useless, as argu- 
ments may be presented on both sides. 
‘The right thing to do is to give China a 
‘chance. 

To those’ who consider that agitation is 
useless and who despair of any change in 
the attitude of the British Government 
towards the growth and exportation of 
Indian opium, I would cite one instance 
from the history of times just previous to 
our own, and ask them to consider the 
condition of 


‘THE SLAVE TRADE 
during the whole of the 18th century and 
its complete: suppression about the middle 
of the 19th. : 

‘The first. Englishman to engage in this 
tratfic was Sir John Hawkins, who was 
MP. for Plymouth in 1572, and the next 
year was made treasurer and comptroller of 
the navy. 

The Encyclopedia Britannicasays : “The 
African Company, however, continued 
to exist and obtained from time to time 
large parliamentary grants. By the trea 
ty of Utrecht, the asiento or contract 
for supplying the Spanish colonies with 
4,800 negroes annually, which had pre- 
viously passed from the Dutch to the 
French, "was transferred to Great Britain ; 
an English company was to enjoy the 
monopoly for a period of thirty years from 
Ist May, 1713... Between 1680 and 
1700 about 140,000 were exported by the 
African Company. Between 1700° and 
1786 as many av 610,000 were transported 
to Jamaica alone. Bryan Edwards 
¢stimated tho total import ‘into all the 
British Colonies of Amorica and the 
West Indies from 1680 to 1786 as 
2,130,000, being an annual average. of 
20,095. - The British slave trade 
reached its utmost extension shortly before 
the ‘war of American Independence. Tt was 
then carried on principally from Liverpool, 
but “also from London, Bristol, and 
caster. ‘The entire number of slave ships 
sailing from these ports was 192, and in 
them space was provided for the transport 
of 47,146 negroes. f 

Daring the year 1790 it is estimated that 
38,000 slaves Were exported from the con- 
tinent of Africa by British traders. At this 
time the English had 14 factories on the 
coast of Africa where slaves captured in the 
interior were collected and kept ‘tin stock” 
till the arrival of a slaver.  Badinel states 
that the number exported from the const 
in 1798 was not less than 100,000 of whom 
55,000 were taken by the English. ‘Thus 
just one century ago more than half ‘the 
Slave trade was in the hands of the British, 
and British interests” were assiduously 
guarded by the home government. 

‘This iniquitous traffic reached its height 
at that time and soon began to decline. 
When public opinion, under the leadership 
of Wilberforce and’ Macaulay had been 
thoroughly aroused to- its injustice’ and 
inhumanity, a very yeneral desire was 
awakened in the English mind to repair the 
injuries that had been inflicted on that ill- 
fated continent. 

It was » herculean task when the British 
undertook to suppress the slave trade. 
There were forty or fifty barracoons, along 
3,000 miles of coast, where slaves were 
collected. ‘The fastest ships were employed 
as slavers and were sometimes detained 
only a night “to take in cargo,” so, as the 
number of places occupied by the slave trade 
exceeded the number of cruisers, the. fre- 

juent escap ¢ of the slavers was inevitable. 
Yet cuch wis the diligence aud_activity of 
the officers o£ the squadron—amidst terrible 
sufferings on. this deadly malarial coast— 
that during @ score of years one by one 
the stronghcilds were abandoned, -till the 
“ hunting’ a13d stealing’ of human beings to 


























make them slaves” ceased on land and sea, 
The suppression of the slave trade is the 
glory of England during the present cen- 
tucy. Is it too much to hope that with the 
dawn of the 20th century British cruisers 
will sweep the China seas in search of 
opium-slavers who poison their victims on 
these unhappy shores? 


Hasepes O. vv Bose, 
President Anti-Opium League in China. 





CYCLING ROUND 'THE WORLD. 


(Concluded from last week.) 


Soon af or pissing the cite of Kucichou, 
me approached the famous Windbox gorge 
‘The sun had s'ipped away behivd the hills, 
but the moon shone witha goot grace. 
The cockle-shell of a pant in which we ny 
assumed a nervous giddiness, and began 
spinning like atop. We float» into. a 
whirlpool, and we whirled like a bark 
demented. Frothy, ‘gurgling eddies broke 
all around, ‘The oarsmen dashed the 
blades ragingly, furiously, and with mucle 
splashing into’ the by water. We 
sat “helding on the ‘unused rowlocks, 
Tiréd of the game, tho whirlpod shut 
the boat away. We reached a mid torrent, 
With a dull roar it touk us in its arms 
and raced. Five hundred yards ahend 
loomed the slaty sides of a gnunt precipicy. 
In front of it was a massive boulder, whers 
the water hissed and seothed, and was 
thrown into snowy spray. ‘We drove 
straight at this jutting dispenser of death. 
Wero we to be splintered on its: ragged 
fringe? “Like wn arrow we fle. Another 
fifteen seconds and our doom wns sealed. 
But the rush of the tumultuous streat was 
cleft. Just ns wo reached the rock one 
arm seized the boat, and with » frightful,, 
twisted, uncanny motion, that caused ov 

tight and forget to breathe, shut ui 
far into smoother water. We wore snfe, 
and gliding with silent swiftness down tho 
gorge. ‘The rocks were perpendicular, and 
showed dark crevices. Que sile ws rapt 
in Cimmerian blackness. ‘The other was 
illumined by the thin blue rays of th» 
moon, ‘The wars were still; not a night 

i en tho ripples forgot to 
very unearth y, verie. Ir 
must be like that when Charon takes his. 
cargo of souls across the Styx. 

Shooting the rapids, however, had 
nothing of the mysterious about it. ‘Every’ 
now aud theti we had, five minutes of ua- 
diluted exci 6 rocks ran’ into: 
the river hed, and with » horrific noise, 
the Yangtze blastered angrily, with much 
swearing and epluttering, into-a uarrower 
course. Then a stubborn rock from the 
other. bank would press forward. And 
when the rush of tie two currents inet 
there ws a tremendous uproar. Shipping 
water, thumped, bumped, banged about, our 
tiny vessel braved the flood time and again, 
Ths worst rapid was one called the Yehtan, 
Far in front we saw a big junk having 
a-fight. with the waves. It was swing 

nd groaning in a fearful ma»ner. 

ines quite three hundred men 
were on the bank, tugging with all theic 
strength, ani yelling with ali theic lungs. 
But all such noise was soon swallowed up 
in the thunderous bellowing of wild wave 
tumbling in the wake of wilder wave—a 
pandemonium of mighty, crashing water. 
Our Chinese crew screeched like madmen. 
Tho boat fell with a thud into the trough 
of the ‘waves and shuddered. ‘The spray 
fiew high as in gale. We held on with 
iron grip. . 

At nights we generally slipped into some 
lazy back-water, threw the painter round a 
rock and hove to. A fire was kindled aud 
the food was cooked, and we lolled about 
andatein wild-man style, attacking anything 
that happened to be rexdy, aud uot follow- 
ing the prescribed methods. Then when 
the mat'ainings‘were pulled out and the 
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weaty Chinese boatmen crouched in a cor- 
pare went to sleep, it was delightful to 
climb some rocky eminence and, smoking a 
fragrant cheroot, enjoy the great moonlit 
sileuce, to listen to the ripple of the eddies 
on the mighty river, to watch the flicker- 
ing lights in a down-stream village, to see 
the giant shadows playing among th» moun- 
tains. On such nights—though far away 
on a river bank in unknown China—the 
mind of the peaceful man wanders, and 
in tho blue fumes of his cigar he sees 
the pictures of other nights in other lands, 
and when the moon had shone at its 

of little dinners on little balconies, and 
the merry laugh of the fair Farisiennes in 
the Champs Elysées below, of lying with 
poetic musings on a yachts deck white she 
Honted through the placid waters that bor- 
det Argyll, of sitting on the walls of! 
Jerusalem and forgetting even to smok 
‘mundane epicurean though you be—in 
contemplating the flood of moonlight on 
the Mount of Olives, and the black 
shadows in the Garden of Gethsemane; 
‘and the mind will trip off to merry nights, 
with philosophy between the quaffs of iager 
beer, and to more quiet evenings, say at 
Fluelen, with the soft bsom of Lake 
Lucerne heaving below, and the eternal 
snows of the Swiss hills towering xbove, and 
the dinner has been nicely served and the 
coffee good, and the chartreuse—green 
chartrouse—excellent, and one’s companion 
is pretty and soft-voiced—what pagans some 
of us are !—and all the world seems made 
for one’s own particular delight ; yes and 
‘one may think of still other moon-caressed 
‘evenings, of long sleigh rides through the 
forests of Penn wia and the bells of 
the horses jangling among the pines ; of 
nights 

of 




































in the mad whit! of Cairo in season, 
Is by the banks of the Bospliorus ; 
and still again, of nights when the tired 
journalist ercaped from the flood of Parli 
ment’s oratory and strolled home, ju 
Uittle yawningly, along the deserted shade of 
‘Victoria Street—no rumble of "busses now, 
sno sourrsing cabs, no shrick of newsboys, 
no rumbling day-long div, nothing but 
stillaess and the moonlight, so thateven 
Victoria Street is beautiful. Yes, n cy- 
clist lying on the banks of a Chinese river 
may be pardoned his thoughts when »ll is 
so still, and the moon so bright. For the 
charm of travel is the joy of sweet remem- 
derings, 
Just five days from Chungkingfu wo 
reached Ichang. Lying in mid-stream w) 
a tight, white, little British gun-boat, ¢! 
d 2, over n tine balconio 
idence, floated the Union 
We were on 

























the shore when a 
“Welcome to Ichang, geutl 
men; glad to see you well.” And whi 
‘we climbed up there was a grip from a fine 
old sturdy John bull of a man, Mr. 
Lovatt, the harbour master, full of good 
‘saws, who liked to talk to us young fellows 
about what took place in the pre-historic 
eurly forties. And as wo followed his 
guidance, we saw, for the first time since 
leaving Burma, Indies in English costum: 
they .were three missionary dai 











8 
. from New Zealand, and they were enjoying 


an afternoon game of tenuis. And then 
‘wo met Mr. Holland, the Consul, who 
zegards 8 consul’s life in China as an ides! 
-existence; and Captain Parr, the Com- 
smissioner of Customs, a warm-hearted Irish- 
man, who can talk four hours at a stretch 
-about the opiumtrade, and tell you good 
- stories about the late war, when he was in 
-command of the Chinese artillery, though 
she had never handled a bigger gun than a 
rifle; and Captain Chadwick, commander 
sof H.BLS, Esk, a good sailor and a good 
Hfellow. We had a pleasant two days in 
“chang. : 








Joux Foster Fraser, 


‘MB. FRASER’S SOLITARY RIDE THROUGH 
AUPE 


AN ANTI-FOREIGN REGION. 


SIXTY-EIGHTH ARTICLE. 


Shasi (Hupeh Province of China! 


At Ichang the inner rim of Lowe's tire 
snapped while undergoing repairs. Lowe 





| decided to tuke stéamer down 10 Hankow, 


where fresh tires were waiting, Lunn did 
not feel in good health, and he made up 
his mind to also travel by steamer to Han- 
kow. It therefore remained for me (writes 
Mr. Fraser) to do the journey across Hupeh 
alone. Nobody knew anything about the 
route, but as the ‘weather was beautifull 
fine I apprehended little difficulty, though 
for weeks all the Europeans we met had 
told harrowing tales of the way the Huneh 
Chineso maltreat foreigners whenever they 
have a chance, 

The British Consul, Mr. Holland, and 
the Commissioner of Customs, Capt. Parr, 
walked with me for a mile out of the town, 
and then, after the hand-shakes, I jumped 
upon my machine and spun off. There 
was just a natrow path ranning on the 
banks, dividing the rice fields. Far on 
the right was the shimmering breast of the 
Yangtze river. Dozens of square-sailed 
jonks ‘were scudding befwre the breeze, 
‘ud one could hear the melodious song of 
the boatmen »s they swung their oxrs. 
On the riverside rose a graceful pagoda, 
and along the way were massive and 
quaintly carved memorial arches. It was 
& charming morning. ‘The Chinese wero 
friendly ; they smiled and laughed as I 
rode by. 

I pulled up at a village callet Shin- 
chiatien und searched for something to eat. 
A crowd came round and poured forth a 
torrent. of questions—whers I came from, 
where I was going to, what was the name 
of my honourable country, and how many 
sor Yad 1? A dispute arose on the way 
n bicycle was ridden. I showed them, and 
then invited a hulking fellow to havea 
try. Certainly, hong 4 waseasior! With 
trouble he got astride the sadille, and whyn 
‘a push was given down he flopped like'a 
bag of flour. ‘The Chinese possess a sense 
of the ridiculous, and the tumble of thir 
mate placed me on good terms with them. 
Asking for ford, I was served with a basin 
of cold, chopped-up, and gritty turnip-tops, 
a basin of leeks soaked in vinegar, and a 
basin of rice. 

On this vegetarian diet I started for the 
afternoon spin. ‘The path was broken, ant 
frequently I had to walk. Once I lost the 
way, but a country woman, hobbling slowly 
on her clubbed, stunted it 
till I reached the right 
ipped into a valley where the path ran in 
the shadow of a shelf of rock, bringing me, 
however, toa rough piece of climbing. It 
was blazingly hot; there was no cloud in 













































the sky, and I got a hend-ache, 

Down again on the level I had a little 
riding, and then a of about threo 
miles. Thore wag an uncertain-minded 





stream wandering all over the plain, and 
eleven times within two miles I crossed it. 
But it was pleasant when the sun dipped, 
‘and the horizon was all agleam with daggers 
of crims flame, promising a fine morrow. 

The shades were gathering when I met 
a man and asked him how far it was to 
Hunglungshih. ‘You've passed it, two 
4," he said. So there was nothing to do 
but go back. Hunglungshih consists of 
‘one house, two pigs-sti da hen roost. 
It was quite dark when I entered the 
house. The women scurried away with 
screams, but I intimated to a lethargic old 
man squatting in a corner that I wauted to 
sleep. He took no notice. I lit a candle 
and searched round. It wasa black, dirty 
hole. But I found an inner room, where 














S. Eowazp Luxn, 
Francis H. Lows. 


six coolies were lying on three rush beds. 
And these six Celestials crowded round 











me in the gloom. They were an unclean 
six, but they were cheery and garrulous, 
and offered me= a pookai—a foul, vile- 
odoured quilt—to sleep under, but I 
thanked them and preferred to sleep in my 
clothes. Another basin of rice, another 
basin of gritty turnip-tops; and »nother 
basin of leeks, was my dinner. Then I 
made a pillow of my coat, stuck my re- 
volver under it for easy access, wrapped a 
Piece of oil-cloth round me, and went to 
Test. 

‘The trickle of a stream of water on my 
bed woke me with a start. It was raining 
in torrents ; the wind moaned and howJed 
and roared in tufns. I tried to dodge the 
cataract pouring in from the roof, but when 
U started to move my bed the whole thing 
fell to pieces. So I groped round for a dry 
corner, and when I discovered it, se'tled 
down and smoked and dozed tho night 
through. 

And the morning brought a leaden sky 
and the rain swishing down in sheo's, and 
all the country looked wretched. ‘I'he 








damp made mo shiver, and when I ro- 
quested food, it was gritty, trnip-tops 
and half-cooked rice gain. Some toa 





was given me, but it had an oily flavour, 
and I preferred drinking hot water alone. 

But rack my brains 
ht, 1 couldn't remember what 
the Chiness for egg was, I drow an egg 
on a piece of papor. ‘The folks were dense, 
‘Then I dragged a man outside, pointed to 
a bedraggled cockerel, and then to my 
drawing, and said I wanted-four, very- 
body roared at the idea of a barbarimn 
wanting four cockerols, Or perhaps the 
mirth was at my ignorance in imagining 
cockerols Inid eggs. You blithering 
idiots,” I exclaimed in English, ‘don't 
you understand it’s eggs L want, e, doubla 
9, sega!" Thoy: saw I was angry and 
the merriment ceased. Suddenly a rascal 
of a boy, who had been peering round a 
door and’ making faces, discovered what 
really needed, and within » couple of 
minutes the eggs wero produced. ‘The 
entire household gatherod round me xs 
I ate, tho old shaggy-bearded fathor, 
the theuin-oyed mother, two. alatieraly 
daughters (both suckling infants), and two 
drowsy-foxtured sons, who stuck their dirty 
faces close to and watched every 
mouthful I took as though there was some 
trick und they wanted to see how it was 
done. 

‘T) st+y with this horrid family was ro- 
pellent. I preferred toiling thrugh slush 
and rain and getting wet through. So I 
proceeded, ‘The downpour never ceaxed 
the whole of the day, nor the next day, 
nor, indeed, the day after that. I was 
sont soaked to tho skin, and for throo 
days xnd nights I never removed my damp 
clothes. Lifting my bicycle up a clayey 
bank, the treadle caught my knicker- 
bockers at the knee, and ripped a big 
piece out. I knocked tho heel off one 

















shoe and broke the buckle of the 
other. Plodding over greasy mire the 
leather lost its substance; it became as 





soft as cloth; the heels got away, and I 
was walking almost bare-footed. Further, 
T had two nasty tumbles, which covered 
me with mud as well as caused a sprain. 
There were hints of rheumatism in my 
joints, Altogether, there was nothing 
gleeful about the journey. * He would boa 
man with a double dose of Mark Tapleyism 
who could have found humour in it. 

My way Ied over gently undulating 
clayey ground. The wide shallow hollows 
were flooded, and the crests of the land, 
thinly studded with clumps of pine, roso 
through the dull haze like hundreds of 
islands. ‘The path was twelve inches wide. 
L was full of regrets at the thought that I 
could not wheel. In fine weather it would 
have been magnificent. But now the tires 
only gathered mud and clogged the chain. 
It was very slippery, and progress was 
better by Keeping to tho grass and wind- 
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ing aniong the brushwood. It was a watery | parting guest with a shower of stones, next | Tide!” was the continuous yell. Then a 
wilderness. morning I wieped into a Jane at the rear of |!ump of mud whizzed past me. I quick- 


All one morning the only people I saw 
were half-a-dozen boys clad in fibrous coats, 
and holding enormous umbrellas, perched 
on the backs of buffaloes to prevent them 
roaming. A few slovenly houses, sinking in 
the mud, comprised the village of Panmo- 
chi, and hero I halted for ten minutes and 
drank tea. Then, pushing forward, I got 
‘on awampy ground. I wallowed in the slush 
var the shoe tops; and landed somehow in 
arice field where the water was up to my 
knees. Some natives signalled to me and I 
reached the side, where the hank rose four 
feet, and the top was not above eight or 
nine inches wide. I told the Chinese the 
village I wanted to reach atid they led tho 
way. Carrying tho bioycle, which mate me 
lop-sided, I walked that tight-rope bank for 
hours, he first hut that came into view 
Tentered and asked for food. ‘There was a 
woman and her son, aged about six. The 
woman was in a fright. Trombling, 
Twoked at mo as at“some fiend that had 














jon from another world. She backed 






vo through the door whero I was atand- 
ing. Ismiled, tried to reassure her, and 
asked for rice.” ‘Thon I'gayo a few cash to 
the little follow. Humanity was perhaps 
suggested in this act, for the woman got 
mo a bowl of rice, put it on the table, and 
edged back again. She couldn't under- 
stand, She never removed her eyes from 
me, and when I had finished eating and 
asked for water, she just put the basin on 
the edge of the table and shrank. Sho was 
relieved when I took my departure. 
Tho same afternoon I encountered a 
riotous torrent. A path was on the ot! 
id not know whether, after tho 
'y rains, it was capable of being forded. 
T sat down and waited till two men 
came along and bargained with them to 
ee mo over. Ono carried the bicycle—the 
water only up t» his waist—and the other 
carried mo, pick-a-back. ‘Twelve stone 
oven was evidently too heavy a lump for 
the second man, and when in mid-stream 
ho staggered und wo both fell. I dropped 
on my. feet, and thon catching the 
man by his queue got him in an upright 
position, My subsequent speed over the 
marshy ground was not more than two 
miles an hour. Just at dusk I reached 
Kuanyinchiao, haying taken the whole day 
to journey some eighteen mil 
‘My coming was expected in tho little 
town, There was a big crowa to meet me, 
hallooing and yelping. I was soon in the 
contre of an excited inob. I asked for an 
inn, but instead of being shown to one, 
the people commenced hustling and calling 
me ‘foreign d I saw they wore not 
. malicious; they were only unplensantly 
rowdy. When ove man caught my hind 
wheel and pulled the bicycle back I turned 
sharply round and struck him under the 
chin, ‘Then I drove my machine ri 
into the crowd, and this made them give 
way. But no one would tell mie where ther 
was an inn. As I went along the street 
an old man standing at 
mo a Kowtow. T returned the gree 
and went up. He asked me to 
and then he brought tea. Meanwhile there 
was a tremendous throng, shouting and 
gesticulating, and behaving as only a C 
nese crowd can do, I wanted to be on 
friendly terms. So, taking off my hat, 
I put iny hand to the back of my he: 
‘and, assuming an air of astonishment, 
pretended I had lost my queue, In mock 
anger I caught hold of tie nearest man, 
nd said he must give me his queue as 
some one had stolen mine. At this a wave 
of laughter spread over the mob, and 
avy danger of porgonal injury passed way. 
Toon found a inn. That night I held 
quite a levee. I was presented with eight- 
een cups of tea, aud then, as a memento, 
one of the visitors stole my candle. 
Fearing that the people of Kuanyinchiao 
might take it into their heads to speed the 























































it down 























| py-go-lucky manner, 


the inn, got beyond the town, and was 
cycling over the sloppy grass before my 
departure was discovered. A howl rose 
when my escape became kuown, and the 
entire population of men and boys mada 
chase. But I out-distanced them. Then I 
saw a gang of a dozen men cutting across 
the fields to intercept me. They were all 
carrying hoes and long, spoon-like shovels, 
which they wared threateningly, and they 
were screaming for mo to stop. My valour 
took the form of pedalling as hard as I was, 
able, though every instant I expected a 
tumble, for my back wheel was skidding 
and slithering in the most uncomfortable 
manner. 

‘The Chinese reached the path before I 
could get by, and they stood in a row. I 
slipped off the machine, took my revolver 
out of its case and carrie it in my jacket 
pocket. ‘The men seized the bicycle but 
did not molest me, ing ti 
tried t» undo the 
‘Then I push-d among them and drew th 
revolver. They were surly brutes, with 
low foreheads, cunning oyes, and animal 

Lsliowed that if they came near 
me I would most certainly fire. But they 
aid not know what a revolver was. They 
said they wanted a foreign bottlo—glass 
bottles being rare and velued in China— 
and they expected I was carrying » fow 
dozen about with ine. SoT told them thera 


























‘were none, and t» cause diver I started 
spinning round the back 
chine. Th 





once they w 
to ride, but I wouldn't 
tempt, I would give them a display. The 
moved aside to allow mount. Idi 
so, and the next two through that 
mud was covered at racing speed. 

‘The track led among marshy, clayey 
land again. At every step one's feet wero 
as if glued t» the ground, and it required 
a tug to get free again.. ‘There was doubt 
whether I was really on the right road, 
but I fell i three tramping Celestiala 
uite amiable, and for small 
considerations carried my bicycle long 
distances. Once we crossed a river ina 
ferry boat, and later on we waded the 
same river. Beyond a weedy, straggling 
town I saw the masts of ships, and a grent 
joy came into my heart, for Frealised { was 
nearing the bunks of the Yangtzekiang. 
‘The town was Tangshih, with a population 
‘of boatmen, notorious, desperate charac- 
ters, who recognise no Jaw, and who regard 
the hunting of n foreigner as quite fair 
sport, and in much the same spirit as our 
own gentlemen in England hound « for. 

Between here and Shasi—Shasi, the 
terror of the Yangtze, as it is called among 
Europeans in China—I anticipated a rough 
time. It was ty original intention to 
make a détour and avoid the place, but I 
was tired and very hungry, and so I went 
into Tungshih, ‘As I walked through the 
puddles down the main street, each shop 
poured out its full share of rabble, in 
the mad dash after me, not a few people 
































ig | were thrown to the ground. One msn, 


who kept dancing along by my side in an 
awkward prir of Chinese mud boots, foll 
ignominiously in a pool of filth. I pointed 
to him and laughed as he shook loose 
some of the dripping dirt, and then 
everybody else laughed. I assumed a hap- 
though that was 
1y, condition of mind. At the first 
houso I came to I called for tea 
and rice, and pickled fish—I gut no meat 
between Ichang and Shasi. ‘There were 
about three hundred people pressing round. 
But there was not the slightest sign of 
animosity. It was hetter than I expected. 














Yet as soon as I rove to proceed un my 
way excitement broke loose, very tumul- 
tuous, but not threatening. I was walking 
and pushing the machine. There were 
calls for me to ride. That was impossible 
because of the shocking road. “Ride 








my pace and my attendants quickened 

‘There was a ferry to be crossed, 
almost fell into the boat, a shower 
of mire followed me, 

‘Now a Celestial throws the same way 
aga woman in England throws—not very 
accurately. And I was exceedingly pleased 
that one piece of mul struck a well- 
dressed, minor, fifth-ranked, glass-but- 
toned mandarin, who was also in the ferry 
boat. His besutiful silk jacket was 
frightfully bespattered, #0 he atood up and 
swore. I presume, anyway, that he swore. 
It was the natural thing for a man todo 
under the circumstances. I would have 
done so myself had my knowledge of 
Chinese been more extensive, 

And now I was on the banks of the 
Yangtze. All the Isnd was level, and 
flvoded, and dull, and dreary, and tho rain 
fell unceasingly. ‘The mighty Chinese 
river, broad and brown, was unbeautiful, 
Acold, bleak wind was soughing. There 
was not a soul to be aren on the water 
side. But I could ride my Rover, and all 
the afternoon I. pedalled eastwards, Tt 
was cold and miserable. And I was lonoly, 
wheeling on a sad, dripping Sunday in late 
November through the dread region of 
Central Chin' 

t was quite dark when I got to Chiang- 
tou—a thick, murky darkness that wrapped 
the town in Cimmorién shade. Not a soul 











was about as I literally floundored down 
came to 


the narrow causeway. ‘Then I 
hovels throwing forth dim, flicker 











and revealing foul-featured beings at theic 
evening meal. The first man I met I re- 
quested to show me an inn. He stared 
at me curiously, and thon motioning, but 
saying no word, led me froc passage to 
passage, and at last stopped in front of 
what looked a low-class eating hoi 
Tl ies gobbling tl 
rice, and to d I was tired 
and wanted to lie down. The landlord, » 
limping, shaggy-bearded fellow, showed 
me a room whero the coolies slvpt and 
enid I could stay. However, if I preferred, 
there was a loft over the kitehen which I 
could have to myself. I choose the loft, 
though the fumes from the conking below 
were sickening. There was no bed, and 
I spread tay sheet of waterproof on the 
floor. Then I induced the landlord to 
bring me a charcoal fire, and stripping off 
my wot clothes, got sume warmth. After 
eating rice, I was lying shivering, when 9 
well-dressed old man, sccompa d by his 
son, pushed their way up my ladder. ‘They 
were chatty and friendly, and told me they 
belonged to Hankow. Soeing I wag cold, 
they urged me to hire x pookai, but 
preferred the cold to the horrible unclean 
things served out in Chineso inns. ‘Then 
they offered to lend me bedding of their 
own. Very glad I was to accept a large, 
clean pookai and a pillow, and so secure a 
decent night's rest. 

Tintended to escape from Chiangtou be- 
fore daybre iad I done so, however, 
I should have gone bret 
waited to get food, and 
happen in thestreets, [knew thata Britial 
Consul had been stoned in this place, and 
therefore had sot hat would Lap: 
pen to an unofficial and solitary cyclist. 
couldn't ride along the pavement, but as 











































I walked quickly » cry of “foreign devil !” 
was raised. Happily, I recognised the man 
who shouted, ani 


at once f wont up and 

atspokenly in Eng- 
iging, hulk of fellow, 
of the “please, sir, it wasn’t me, sir” kind. 
Tet the word “‘yamén” drop once or twice 
into my speech. An elderly Chinese 
rushed up, apologised fur the rudeness, and 
soundly rated the offender. ‘Then he ac- 
companied me beyond the confines of the 
town. But he bad to stop every two 
minutes to order back the sssembling 
crowds. And what struck me as singular 
was that everybody turned back when told, 
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Once more in.the «pen country I made 
for the huge.dyke, one hundred and twen- 
ty feet wide, that flanks the Yangtze. It 
guards the low-lying Ian from flood when 
the river. rises in aummer. It hada hard, 
sandy surface, was not sloppy, and the 
path accordingly sfforded a really. good 
eycling track, indeed, the best I had ex- 
perienced in China. "Reaching a big gap, 
it was necessary to make a circuit to escape 
the swempr. I eae across an inner bank, | 
and: on, tis was built a long succession 
of villages, Here the neople were dis 
tinetly disagreeable, They chased mo 
with ‘sticks, pelted me with mud, and set | 
their, dogs at mo. For several hours I did | 
notning but ron the gauntlet. In scramb- 











ling up s bank I fell into a rice field, so 
that one 
mud. 


le of me was nothing but thick 
This, with my torn clorhes and 
sess shoes, mut have given me 
\ppearanco—not at all the 
on who would have met with 








p 
kind of 1p 
respect from constables in any of the Lon- 





don parks, Finding I was leaving the | 
Yungtze, I had to strike once more ucross | 
the fields, for. I was anxious to avoid tho 
city of Kinchafu, where a Manchu g 
son is stationed, and where the authorities | 
encourage the soldiery to damage invading | 
H 











foreigners, ‘Then the rest of the day 
journeyed on the foreshore of the river, 
‘a slippery, broken way, where I had to 
dismount every hundred yards or so and 
‘ross a brook, 

‘And what a delight it was when through 
the rainy mist I spio! the shadowy shapo 
of s pagoda, indicating Shasi, and knew | 
that there hospitable Europeans were 
awaiting my coming. 

Suddenly I came across a bamboo plai 
tation, And just at this spot was a long | 
continued land and the high bank had | 
tumbled into the river. There was no path. 
Turice I attempted to force a passage. But 
it was useless. I went bick, and, finding 
4 rush hut, the residence’ of the cane. 
cutters, entered and effered a pieco of 
silver to the dozen men who were lying 
aboutif they weuld show me the way to 
Shasi, ‘They said go by the bank, T told 
them the bank was impassable. I pleaded 
with them to find me n passage, I tried ta 
bribe them t threaten them with chastise- 
ment, flogging, beheading, and what not. 
Yet ‘not ono’ inch would they budge. 
Agnin I endeavoured to force a passigo 
through the bamboos. Again was the 
attempt futile. I sat down by the river 
and waited a small boxt which camo floating 
on thecurreut. This I hailed, got on board, 
and in ten minutes had passed a mile of 
“crumbled bank. tack 

Tt was now growing dark; getting on m; 
machine, I wheeled Srards Shasy, 
approaching it however, with mingled fe 
ings, knowing that the missionary houses 
‘were periodically wrecked, and that the 

Consul hud to live on board a junk 
it was impossible to secure » Tosi- 
dence. The place was only opened as a 
treaty port at the end of 1896, «nd hardly 
a foreigner had over entered the town 
without being assaulted. But I had suc- 
ceeded in the journey up to now, and I 
believed my lucky star would see me 
through, ali right: And hardly had I 
Degun to harbour such thoughts when » 
gang of boatmen scraped mud from the 
ground and pitched it at me. The pe»ple 
from the huts joined them, and within 
five minu‘es I had a hundred people in fall 
chase. It wasarace, and [I won, At the 
edge of the town, and just when black 
night had clised over the world, I dis- 
mounted. Good fortune was mine. The 
first person I addressed was an old fellow, 
rather drunk, who undertook to lead me 
to the Shui-ton-s:e. The downpour of rain 
Ind cleared the streets, and during the 
two-mile walk, never more than balf-a- 
dozen folks were in my wake, and they 
were simply curious. ‘Thus I got through 
































tly towards Shasi, |. 
1 


“There is the Custom house,” geunted 
my guide. ; 

“Anybody about who speaks English ?” 
I bawled. 
‘A well-lighted junk on the water threw. 
open its door, two figures ran toward me, 
and I was welcomed by Mr. J. Neumann, 
| the Commissioner of Customs, and Mr. W. 
J. Clennell, the British Consul. Of went 
my ditty, so»king clothes, ivto a hot bath 
1 plunged, and then, into borrowed clothes 
I dived, and half-an-hour later th-re was 
dinner. And only the man who has lived 
ou half-boiled rice and cold gritty turnip- 
tops for a week can really sing the delights 
of a good English dinner. 

Joux Foster Frasrx. 





AN ENGLISH JOURNALIST 
EXPELLED FROM SIAM. 


A decree was issued by the Gorerment of 
Siam on the [1th of March requiring Mr. 
J.J. Lillie, editor and proprietor of the 
Siam Free Press, to leave the country within 
seven days from that date, and, in default 
of his doing so, ordering his expulsion. 
Acting under instructions from the Home 
Government, the British Minister has 
withdrawn British protection from Mr. 
Lillie, and the course adopted by the 
Siamese Goverment is said to have received 
the approval of the British Government in 
advance, and might have been taken some 
time ago. 

Mr. Lillie in his writings has been 
violently anti-Siamese, not only in his own 
paper, but in telegrams and correspondence 

ispatched to journals elsewhere. His 
expulsion was finally determined upon, 
it. would appear, from the statements 
of the other local papers, in conse- 
quence of his tendering a telegram for 
transmission stating that Siam had sent.an 
armed force to suppress a rebellion in 
Battambang. ‘The statement, it is alleged. 
is untrue, and was calculated to cause com- 
plications with France, the treaty with 
that Power prohibiting the maintenance of 
any armed force by Siam in Battambang. 
Mr. Lillie will no doubt contest the 
legality of his expulsion and the with- 
drawal from him of British protection. — 
Hougkong Daily Press. 














THE SCARCITY OF RICE IN 
KUANGTUNG. 


ILLEGAL SHIPMENTS. 


The scarcity of rice in Kuangtung pro- 
vince and the high prices prevailing have 
in several districts led to riots. In Shek- 
loong the rice hongs were raided by the 

puince just when there happened to be a 
ull stock on hand, and property amount- 
ig in all to a value of about $80,000 was 
stolen or destroyed. In Sanhui also the 
rice hongs were raided and four men were 
killed. In other places similar riots have 
taken place. At Canton the charitable in- 
stitutions aro selling rice to the poorer 
classes at the rate of 40 catties for $1, 
which is considerably below the market 
price. A portion of the rice so disposed 
of has been brought down by gunboats 
from Hupeh and Hunan and a portion 
consists of grain seized by the authorities 
while being illegally exported, the export 
of rice from China being prohibited. 

Japan is purchasing a great quantity 
of rice at present, and the Chinese dealers 
have devised a means by which they can 
profit hy the demand from that quarter. 
Although rice cannot be. exported from 
China it can_be shipped from one treaty 
port to another under bond. ‘The rice 
merchants at Shanghai, we are informed, 
have accordingly applied for permission to. 












Shasi, the most anti-foreign town on the 
banks of the Yangtze, 


ship rice to Canton, giving as their ex- 
planation of the. large quantities going 


forward that there:is. a. famine. in Kuang 
tung and that unless rice is procurable are- 
bellion will inevitably break out. Steamers 
are therefore dispatched heavily laden 
with rice. for Canton under bond, but 
when they arrive in Hongkong a’ large 

rtion of their cargoes is transhipped for 
Japan, and inferior rice, paddy, and husk, 
taken on board to make up the deficiency. 
About a fortnight ago a steamer arrived 
in. this harbour with about 18,000 piculs 
of rico ostensibly for Canton and landed 
fully half the amount here for shipment to 
‘Japan, aud since then several other steam- 
ers have done tho same. Tho’business is 
attended with considerable risk, for. if the 
trick were discovered by the Gustoms at 
Canton not only would the bond be es- 
treated, but both the cargo and steamer 
would he liable to confiseation.—Hongkong 
Daily Press. 








Maw Reports, 
See 
H.B.M.’s SUPREME COUR. 


Shanghai, 23rd March, 
Before Sm Nicnoras Hannx, 
Chief Justice. 
R. v, Hanyay, 
Arthur Edward Harvey, a young. man, 











was indicted for unlawfully obtaining goods 
by means of false pretences from Li Liang- 
sheng a Chineso ‘shopkeeper in Nanking 


per 
Road on the 21st ultimo. 
Mr. H. P. Wilkinson, Crown Advocate, 
prosecuted and the jury consisted of 
following gentlemen: Messrs. J. Christie, 
W. Mesny, T. Mitchell, H. R. Kinnear, 
and E. G. Wilson. 
The Crown Advocate haying briefly 
opened the case, called 

i Liang-sheng the prosecutor who said 
ho kept a general store at 152, Nanking 
Road. He recognised is 













ultimo and ordered some goods. He 
ed six tins of rock fish, a box of cigars and 
two tins of fruit. He then. signed a chit 
for the amount $6.60, in the name of 
Robinson, Cleveland’ House, Hongkew.”” 
Witness did not want him to sign a chit 
not knowing him, but prisoner said ho woul 
send the money the next day. Prisoner 
who was with another man then got into a 
‘rictha and they droveaway taking the goods 
with them. Witness being suspicious spoke 
to a foreign constable on the subject and 
after he had examined the chit witnoss went 
back to his shop and the matter was report- 
ed by the policoman at the Police Station. 
‘The next day prosecator went in search of 
the prisoner but could not find him, and 
afterwards he went in search of the pri- 
foreign detective. 





‘soner, in company with 
At the Cleveland House they were told 
that there was no such man there, On 
the 23rd they found him on board a ship 

ted. Ho was perfectly 
identity of the prisoner. 
In reply to the prisoner he recognised a tin 
of fish produced to him at the police station 
by tho chop used in his shop. 

By the Bench: He would not havo 
allowed him to take the goods if he had not 
signed the chit. 

P. ©. Jesperson stated that on the day 
in question he was in. Nanking Road on 
duty when he saw the prosecutor. Ho 
went up to him and spoke to him in 
consequence of having seen the prisoner 
come out of the shop with some. goods. 
‘There was another foreigner with him, and . 
they called for d drove away. 
He knew the prisoner's game was Harvey 
and had never known him by the name of 
Robinson. He ssw the chit with the falso 
















name and:address and afterwards reported 
the matter to the inspector on duty at the 
Police station, In reply, to the: prisoner 
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witness said that he knew him well thoy 
having been constables together. . He did | 
not. suspect it was the other man who 
signed the chit because the prosecutor told 
him who had signed. it. ‘The reason he 
went into the shop and inquired about him 
vas that he suypected he had signed the 
chit. 

At. this. stage _» question was handed 
from the jury to His Lordship in reference 
to the identity of the otlier man who was 
with the prisoner. 

‘His Lordship reminded them that it was 
not for the prosecution. to ask that inas-. 
mucli as he did not appear to have been 
recognised. ‘Tho prisoner had only to give 
his name and he would be called. 

A juror said that the question was asked , 
as it had been hinted that the other man 
muight have signed the chit and been named 
Robinson, 

‘Tho prisoner interposed by stating that 
all his witnesses had left Shanghai and he 
could not call his friend. 

‘Two Chinese salesmen in the employ of 
the. prosecutor were called und deposed to 
the prisoner ordering the goods, taking 
them away and signing the chit. 

‘This closed the case for the prosecution, 
and the prisoner having no withess to cal, 

Mr. Wilkinson acting on: the suggestion | 
of His Lordship reviewed the evidence that : 
had been submitted, and said it could” be | 
no defence that the prisoner had signed his 
friond’s name and address. 

‘The prisoner then addressed tho Court 
and complained that the man who was with 
him. was arrested and taken to Hongkew . 
Polico Station and a tin of fish taken from | 
him but was allowed to go the next morn: 
ing. This man was always to be found 
tho neighbourhood. of Hongkew but the 
police had taken no steps to bring him. 

His Lordship in summing up snid the 
prisonar muat know perfectly well who.the 
man was, and whether his name w: 
Robinson. Ho said he could hai 
found but why had ho taken no steps 
to bring him? Ha had only to ask the 
Court to summon tho man and he would 
be produced. 

10 prisoner was found guilty by the 
jury, without retiring. Ho pleaded that he 
ad ‘been in:gual a month in solitary con- 
finement and was quita innocent of the 
charge. 

“His Lordship said it was a great conve- | 
nienco to people in Shanghai to be able to 
go into shops, order things and take 
them away, but if men. like the pri- 
soner went in and signed a chit and were 
afterwards. not to be fourid, then 
whole community was put to grave 
convenience, and shoplenspere were also 
very hardly used. He should take into 

tion the fact of the prisoner having 
boon in custody a month, but tho offence 
did not. admit of a nominal sentence. He 
would have to go to prison for three months 
with hard-labour. 


























21st March. 
(Srrtino iv Banxrvrrey.) 
Re Bexnentz & Co. 

Court sat, at the conclusion of a 
private meeting of creditors, for the public 
examination of Mr. Honry Claude Bennertz 
of 72, Rue Montauban, Shangh: 

‘Mr. H. P. Wilkinson appeared for the 
debtor, Mr. Browett represented the 
petitioning creditor, and there were also 
prosent a large number of creditors in, 
person. 

‘Mr. Wilkinson: May it please your: 
Lordship: In this case the debtor is not 

resent for his public examination. ‘Un- 
Peppily, he is unable to attend to businoss 
atall. Ihave had certificates at various 
times from Dr. Cooper to that effect and 
T believe one. such certificate hus been 
jn the possession of the Court for some 
little time. Mr. Berinertz’ partuer, Mr. 
Pollak, is in Shanghai and he has been told 
that ‘all books dealing with the partner- 


‘The 


























ship must be deposited in Court. He has 
given what in:formation and. assistance he 
could to the Official Recoiver and I have 
now to ask that the public examination 
of the debtor be adjourned sine die. Wo 
ave had a first meeting of ereditars. 

His Lordship : Where is the certificate ? 

Mr. Wilkinson: I placed it on your desk, 
hut Tecan undertake to have a duplicate of 


it. 

‘His Lordship : Will you please do that. 
Law tho certificate and I was satisfied that 
it properly excuses his attendance. 

Mr Browett: I may draw your Lordship's 
attention to tho fact that there has been 
no resolution passed adjudying the debtor 
a bankrupt. 





‘There has not ? 
No, On behalf of the 


petitioning creditor I offer no opposition 
to the adjournment. 


His Lordship. It appoars to me it must 





; be adjourned if no resolution has been 


passed. 

No objection to the adjournment being 
offered by any of the creditors, his Lord- 
ship adjourned tho examination sine die. 


‘24th March. 
Re Auynep Coxsixouas. 


‘The public examination of Alfred Cunn- 
ingham, lately editor of the Shanghat 
Daily Press, was resuméd. Mr. Ellis 
represented the debtor and Mr. Nelson 
appeared on behalf of certain creditors. 

Tho ‘Trustée, (Mr, A. R. Leake) 
continued his examination of the debtor 
in reference to the somewhat intricate 
counts. The debtor in reply to the 
Trustee admitted the hypothecation uf 
certain property for various loans. The 
first allocation was made in favour of Mr. 
Guedes, at his own request, why began 
to fear that they would have trouble with 
the compradore Chou, and in order to 





{ protect himself and the debtor he suggest 


ed that he should havea proper bill of sale, 
drawn up by a lawyer and stamped in n 
Consulate, ‘This was for $3,500. When 
Mr: Guedes asked him for a bill of sule 
he told him that Mr. Northey held a note 
of hand for a specific sum, but Mr. Guedes 
pointed out after consultation with his 
lawyers that the note in question was not 
valid and would no’ protect him or the 
debtor if Chou took proceedings against 
them. In reply to the 

stated that the amount of Northey’s claim 
was $2,500, the document being delivered 
at the time he retired from the partnership. 
Debtor in answer to the'T'rastes said a simi 
iar noto was given to Mr. Von Méllendorfi, 
at his own request. ‘The Inst named had 
knowledge of the holding by Mr. Guedes 
of the note previously xlluded to, and his 
note had reference to the Shanghai Daily 








Press and the now plant and machinery | 
which had been purchased since they start- | 


ed the newspaper. On the ith of July, 
1896, he hypothecated certain property to 
Mr.’ Evans for Tis. 2,020. It was 
Drought about in this way. Mr. Von 
Méllendorff wanted to borrow from Evans 
‘is. 2,000 and witness approached Mr. 
Evans on Biéllendorf’s behalf. Mr. Evans 
said he wo the | money at 
twelve per cent, provided he had some 
security. Mr. Von Méllendorff wanted 
the money and expressed his willingness to 
hypotheeate the good-will and plant of the 
Chinese newspaper, Hwa Pao, of which he 
was sole ower. Witness conveyed this 
declaration to Mr. Evans, who declined to 
accept the security unless it was endorsed 








with the signature of himself and Mr. Von; 


‘Mollendorff. ‘This was eventually done, 
the value of the Shanghai Daily Press, 
good-will. and plant, being in witness’ 
opinion over ‘and above what was 
required to meet the bill. He did not tell 
Mr. Evans there was already.a bill of sale 





jench the witness | 


was necessary. Mr. Evans knew all about 
it. He had never represented his business 
to bes profitable one. He mizhthava said 
to the gentlemen who were undertaking the 
formation of acompany that the job-printing 
was a profitable branch and that the news- 
per at a certain period was about paying 
[its way. With regard to the French pager, 
when that left them there was due to them 
about $1,700. ‘This was reckoned in the 
job-printing. He should say that they 
had lost much more than seven thousand 
dollars. Certain private accounts might 
have been paid per contra by contracts for 
advertisements, printing, ete., but of this 
there should be a record in the books. 

By Mr, Nelson—The note of hand was 

ven at Mr. Northey’s request. He was 
informed by Mr. Guedes that his lawyer 
had stated the document was not worth 
the paper it was written upon, but he did 
not say so to Mr. Evans because tho 
document in favour of Mr. Evans was 
drawn up under his direction. In fact he 
believed it was dictated by him. It would 
be difficult to say who was really responsi- 
dle for the loss on the French paper. Ho 
and Mr. Lemitre were the founders but 
Mr. Von Méllendorff writing repeatedly 
to them was admitted as a kind of third 
partner, because at that time money was due 
to him. Lemitre had admitted responsibility 
for haif the money advanced on account of 
the French paper by M . Von Mallendurff, 
With reference to private accounts squared 
by advertisements, etc. he might be able 
to furnish an account with respect to thom 
with the assistance of his book-keepers. 
Any account settled per contra was sup- 
posed to be entered by the book-keeper As 
if it was a personal drawing by him. ‘They 
had had about four book-keepers and he 
had supervised their books as far xs his 
Knowledge of book-keeping would permit. 
and his duties as editor and general mann- 
ger allowed tho time. At an informal 
meeting of his creditors in 1897 Mr. Clark 
was asked to value the business, but 
witness did not give hicn any figures at all. 
Mr. Clark made the valuation by him-elf, 
having with him his own foreman and 
printing overseer. y, 

‘By His Lordship—He simply put in the 
way of Mr. Clarke the means by which he 
could obtain the information he required, 

By Mr. Nelson (continued). Ho did not 
tell him there were 500 subscribers. ‘The 
partnership he held in the French paper 
ceased when Mr. Castilho went to Japan. 
‘There wight have been a small amount due 
to him when Mr. Castitho left. He could 
not say how much money they hud really 
lost during the course of the year, or what 
the monthly lose wns, He had no money on 
deposit and no other property except that 
disclosed in his statement of affairs. 

The Trustee asked that ho might 
Ve allowed to call Mr. Evans, but somo 
demur:to the proposal being madé, 

‘His Lordship said he must adjourn for « 
few minutes to consider the question inas- 
{much as it was admitted by the Trustee 
that he had no more questions to ask and 
it did not appear that the creditors had 
anything else to ask. 

‘Phe ‘Trustee said he would not press the 
matter. 

His Lordship, after retiring for a few 
minutes said that this was an examination 
{in which the creditors and the trustee 
| were entitled to examine the debtor 
publicly. The ‘Trustee had no further 
questions to ask, and ‘as far as he knew 
| the creditors liad none, and therefore he 

thought that Mr. Ellis or the debtor was 
entitled to ask that the examination might 
| ve closed. 
‘Mr. Ellis thereupon asked that the deb- 
| tor might be allowed to pass. 
His Lordship declared the exsmination 
} closed. 
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on the.froperty-because he did not think it | 
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THE MIXED COURT. 


Shanghai, 22nd March. 
Bofore Mr. Cueno, Magistrate, and 
‘Mr. J. Scorz, British Assessor. 
‘Tur Nattonat, Bang or Carsa, Lp., v. 
- Gay Dan Bank. 
‘Tho hearing of this case was resumed, 
Mr. J. C. Hanson (Messrs. Dowdall and 


Hanson) appearing for the plaintiff, and | eh 


Mr. H. Vilkinson, Crown Advocate, for 
the defendants. 

Upon resuming, 

The Compradore of the National Bank 
produced’ his private books, and in reply 
to Mr. Wilkinson said they showed a 
balance in favour of the Gay Dah Bank. 

‘Mr. Wilkinson—Have you found any 
interest notes signed by the Gay Dah bank, 
and if so will you produce them? Yes. 
(Notes produced and handed to the 
oe 
Is Fu Pau in Shanghai, and do you know 
where he lives? No> 
‘8 fact that these interest notes have 
nothing to do with tho National Bank? 
Fiera are interest notes on money borrowed 

irom 
notes correspond with entries in your 
private books? No. 

Can you find any entries’ in the books of 
the foreign department of the National 
Bank corresponding with them? No. Every 
day there is a different rato of exchange. 

When did you pay that interest into the 
‘bank ? How much aro these interest memos 
for? If the rate of interest for the day is 
say 16 per cent my memo would state it as 
16 per cont, as there is s commission of 
about 1 per cent which goes to the com- 
pradure's department, so my memos would 
not agree with the foreign accounts. 

want you to trace those memos for mo 
in the foreign books of the bank. Tho 
dato of one is somewhere in the 10th moon, 
for Ti. 121.79. It is an amount prid by 
the Gay Dah bank for interest and entered 
in my private books. 

Istho other interest memo entered in 
your private books? No, I only put down 
the total. 

Mr. Wilkinson then proceeded to call 
the manager of the Gay Dah bank for the 
defence. 

Do you know the compradore of the 














National Bank? Yes. 
‘When was the Gay Dah bank started? 
In 18 Not in 18937 No. 





Havo you ever had dealings with the 
National Bank or their compradore? Yer 
With the compradore—not with the 
foreign department. 
pi You keop a record of your dealings 7 

en, 

‘What is this (produced)? A pass book 
for the dealinge with the coupes: 

Have you in your books a record of the 
bak orders on which the National Bank 
ara suing? Yes. 

Do you keep # record of orders issued 
by tho bank? Yes, If a bank order is 
issued to a person who does not arrange 
for assets to cover it, do you cash it? No. 
Do people who get bank orders take pre- 
cautions to'find out if there are assets to 
cover them? Yes. With regard to theso 
particular orders. Do you remember who 
they were issued to? “To the compradore 
of the National Bank. 

Are you in the habit of lending money to 
foreign banks in Shanghai? No. 

Will you take this book and describe to 
the magistrate what sort of a book it is? 
‘Yes. (Witness did so). 

‘The dates of issue and the numbers in 
the book are correct ? Yes. 

‘Mr. Wilkinson—The first is No. 695, 
dated the 12th of the Sth moon, for Tis. 
5,000 ; next No. 668, dated the 17th of the 
8th moon, and the amount Ts. 10,000; then 
No, 687, of the 28th of the 9th moon, for 
$9,000 ; next No. 706, dated the 2ist of the 
10th moon for Tls. 5,000; one dated the 








National Bank. Do not these.| 





22nd of the 10th moon, No. 708, for Tis. 
5,000; No. 711, of the 2th of the 10th 
moon, for $6,000; No. 720, of the 2nd of 
the I1th moon, ‘for Tis. 5,000; and No. 
726, for Tis. 5,000, dated the 6th of the 
Iith moon. Are you quite certain you did 
not borrow these sums from the National 
Bank? I did not borrow from the National 
Bank. 

‘When youdo borrow money, the bank 
orders given as security state somewhere 
he money is borrowed ? Yas, i would 
¢ 









Will you point out the difference betw 
the entries of borrowed money and money 
lent? Witness did so. 

‘When money is borrowed from a foreign 
bank on the security of bank orders, and 
the money is repaid and the loan sub- 
sequently renewed, are the old orders 
returned as security or are new ones 
issued? I have never known of an old 
order being kept as security for a new 

joan. 





How much is the balance owing by the 
National Bank compradore to the Gay 
Dah Bank? 

‘Tis. 37,000 in cash, and Tis. 9,000 in 
borrowed bank orders. 

Ts that Tis, 37,000 apart from these 
orders? Yes. 

Have you brought an action against the 
compradoro in this Court? Yes. On the 
14th of the 11th moon last year. 

Did the petition mention theso bank 
orders? Yes, What about them? I 
prayed the Court to got back from the 
‘compradore the balance of the account and 
the return of the orders. 

Have you prosecuted that suit as well as 
you wore able? Yer 

‘Whon were you sued by tho National 
Bank? In January of this year. 

Cross-examined—Who are the partnors 
in the Gay Dah Bank ?—Witnoss detailed 
their names. 

‘What is the amount of your issue of 
bank orders ina year? Several hundrod 
thousand tacls. 

Do you ever got loans from foreign 
banks? I never get loans from foreign 
banks except through their compradores. 

What security do you give when these 
loans are made? I deposit bank orders 
similar to those in Court. 

What namo is that on this order, No. 
895? National Bank of China. 

Where was thie note borrowed ; at your 
bank or whore? An assistant in the com- 
pradoro's department of the National Bank 
came to the Gay Dah bank and borrowed it. 

‘From whom did he get i 

‘Was any letter or receipt given for it? 

















lo. 

What was the state of the eompradore's 
account with the Gay Dah bank w! 
Tent him this note? There was 
credit balance to the compradore when the 
first note was handed to him. The book 
produced will show. 

What is the heading of this pass-book ? 
National Bank of China, Gay Dah bank 
and the compradore’s name. 

‘What was the name of the assistant to 
whom you gave the note? I cannot re- 
member. 

Of what use would the note have been 
to the compradore, except to borrow money 
on? It was simply for him to deposit as 
security, but when it was presented I could 
havo refused payment. 

‘The Court then adjourned until 2 p.m. 
on the 24th instant. 





24th March. 

Upon resuming, Mr. Hanson proceeded 
with his cross-examination of the manager 
of the Gay Dah Bank. 

Is the statement that the Gay Dah Bank 
had dealings with the compradore and not 
with the National Bank correct ?—Yes. 

‘Then why is the account headed 
“National Bank ?”—IE is the custom for 
native banks to do that. 

* Have you not two accounts, one hesded 
“Notional Bank" and the other “com- 


radore’s private account ?”—They are 

: Both together. 

i "Is that the reason why the namé of the 

| Nationnl Baok, appears on the eounterfoil 

| of the bank order ?~Yes. ; 

Have you ever had loans from foreign 

| banks?—We always deel with foreign banks 

| through the compradores. 

| Were the other bank orders borrowed 
in the same way as the first ?—Yes. 

| Have you any order or receipt for the 
notes borrowed !—The compradore simply 

came and asked for the notes verbally. 

Can you remember the nime of any 
assistant to whom you gave the notes ?—No. 
There may be a lot of people in the com- 
pradore’s department. 

‘Have you any entry of thése notes said 
to have been borrowed except on the 
counterfoils ?—No. Aro all these counter- 
foils made out in the name of the National 
Bank ?—Yes. 

Whose writing are they in?—The ac- 
countant’s, . 

Who pats in these notes about the 
money being borrowed ?~—They are in the 
accountant’s writing. 

Was this (indicated) put in at the samo 
time as the entry was made ?—No, it was 
made afterwards, as I did not know if the 
compradore was going to pay in assets 
against the note. 

‘When you gave these notes to the com- 
pradore did you know what he was goi 
to do with them?—No. If nssots are pa 
in on the same day we honour the note, 
but if not, we put it down as borrowed. 

How much did you receive from Ching 
Woo on the compradore’s account ?—Tls, 
9,000 odd. 

‘Then, before you got this amount, the 
compradore owed you ‘Tis. 46,000 ?~Yes. 

What was the state of the compradore’s 
account on the 2nd of 11th moon ?—Ho* 
owed the Gay Dah bank over Tis. 40,000. 
Up to tho end of the 10th moon he awed 
‘Tis. 56,000. On the Ist of the 11th mvon 
he paid in Ts, 2,687 and on the 2nd ‘Ts 
yy 











Does that amount include the value of 
the notes the compradore had previously 
borrowed ?—No. 

Why did you lend the compradore Tis, 
5,000 on the 2nd of the 11th moon when 
he was already owing the Gay Dah bank 
‘Tis. 45,000 in addition to the notes borrow- 
ed ?_T trusted the compradore. 

‘Was there any security on the current 
account ?—There was a delivery order for 
20,000 cases of kerosene. 

Is that the same security as you referred 
toas having got from Ching Woo?—The 
compradore got the delivery order from me 
by saying he was going to pay. 

‘Had the compradore previously paid in 
anything to cover previous notes ?—Yes. 

‘Against these notes 7—No. 

Did you put an advertisement in tho 
papers on the 6th of December saying that 
these notes were cancelled 7—Yes. 

TF people could not negotinte these notes, 
why did you advertige that they were 
cancelled ?—Because the compradore owed 
us money and had taken away the delivery 
order. 

Té the compradore had not taken away 
the delivery order would the bank have 
had to pay these notes ?—No. 

What had the delivery order to do with 
the advertisement?—The delivery order 
was treated as security for the overdraft. 

. Had the delivery order anything to do 
with these notes or not?—It had not. It 
was security for the overdraft on current 
account. é 

Mr. Wilkinson—When a customer of the 
bank asks for a note for Tis. 5,000, does 
he put that amount into the bank that 
day ?—Yes. 

‘Then is this mark put in the countertoil 
to show there are assets equal to it?—No. 

Is it the custom when a man asks for 
a bank order to ask him what he wants, it 
for ?—No. 
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When's man pays in assets to cover the 
pote, do they ask where he got the money? 
—No. 

‘Counsel then proceeded to go into various 
items in the witness’ books with him. 

Examination continued—Has the com- 
pradore of the National Bank told you, 
in the presence of witnesses, that you 
would have to pay this money ?—Yes. Both 
last year and this, 

Tzu Woo-lou, manager of the Tai-yuen 
bank, was called and examined by Mr. 
Wilkinson. 

Ts it the custom to issue bank orders 
before the cash to cover them is paid into 
the bank ?—In the case of people who have 
current accounts it is done. 

If money is not paid in to cover them, 
can the native banks refuse to honour 
them 7—Yes, 

Does this book of counterfoils seem to 
be correctly kept ?—Yes. 

Is it the custom for a man getting these 
notes to refer to the bank to see if there 
are assets?—If the man whose chop appears 
on them is well known it need not be done. 

Is it a common thing for banks in Shang- 
hai to issue these-notes ?—Yes. 

Cross-examined—Is the Tai-yuen bank 
still doing business Yes. 

Are you not one of the assistants in the 
Gay Dah bank ?—No. 

When native banks borrow money from 
foreign banks, what security do they give ? 
—Bank orders. 

‘Has the Tai-yuen bank ever borrowed 
money from foreign banks ?—Yes. 

Have you ever known of a caso in which 
a native bank has borrowod money from 
@ foreign bank on the security ef bank 
orders, where they have been dishonoured? 
—No. 

Mr. Wilkinson—Have you ever known. 
@ native bank able to borrow sums like 
$2,000, $6,000, or $9,000 —No. 

Have you ever known a $3,000 or $6,000 
Joan No. 


‘The Court then adjourned until 2 p.m. 
on the 30th inst. 











‘WHAT MAKES THEM CRY 


You have a very sore finger, let us say. 
It may be a hurt, a boil—or, worse still, that 
fearflly painfal thing, a felon.” Ob,’ my! 
oh my! What a time you have been trying 
to protect that poor foger. Tt all the 
getting hit or kn 

Simply to keep it out of harm's w 
you more thau doing » day's work ; and you 
don’t aucceed—and wouldo't, even with a 
dozen policemen to help you. ” You are wcared 
of.a fly threatening to light on it. 

‘That is the principle on which Mrs. Eliza- 
eth Allen couldn't bear the least noia 
hhad no sore finger, but she had what wa 
more sensitive—a body full of sore nerves; 
wook, starved, uostrung nerves. So the 
prattle of children, the closing of a door, the 
momentary roar of » waggon in the street, 
the clatter of dishes in the kitchen, the 
thousand-and-one sounds and noises that are 
in the air constantly—why, the smallest of 
them struck hor like @ blow from a club, 
Noisoe which ate not regarded by a well 
e volleys of musketry to one in 
this condition. Millions of women know all 
about it, and plenty of men, too—crowds of 
them. You recoguise them on sight—those 
who are subject to this affliction, Their lined 
foreheads, their brigh ious eyes, their 
sull-protehing gertures ‘and mantes-you've 
teen’ them, Pethaps. you are one of them 
yourself, If x0, you'd give all your money 
and mortgage your future to have a stronger 
set of nerves, wouldn't you? Let's talk about 
it two minutes, first quoting the lady’s letter, 
which is dated May 11th, 1893, aud written 
from her home, 263, Syston Street, Leicester, 

“Bor many years,” she says, “I suffered 
from indigestion and weakness. | After meals 
Thada great pain at my chest. Every few 
daya I ad an attack of sick headache, and 
had to be constantly Iyiog down on the 
couch; I strained and heaved a good deal, 
and spat up a sour, nauseous fluid. As time 
wonton I got very weak and nervous, and 
Gould’ bear the least noise, 












































*T took all sorts of niédicines and consulted 





doctors, but nothing did me much good. Later 
on I came to hear of Mother Seige!’s Curative 
Syrup, and after taking it a short time the 





disease left me and I was able torelish and 
digest my food. Owing to the virtues of this 
remedy I now keep in good health. (Signed) 
Elizabeth Allen.” 

And here is Mr. W. Nash, who says: ‘For 
fally tea years I suffered’ from periodic at- 
tacks of billiousness. At times a severe head- 
ache, preceded by excessive drowsiness; at 
other times vomiting, and retching for a 
whole day at other times sleeplessness, paia 
in the chest, side, and stomach, coated tougue 
and bad breath—that was the way it acted 
with me. 1 grew very melancholy, and was 
not able to follow my business, I consulted 
doctors and used tonics, &c., but they only 
made me worse. 

“Thad constantly heard of your wonderful 
remedy, Mother Seigel’s Syrup, but didn’t 
believe init. Then Iread in Witand Wisdom 
of a case like mine that the Syrup had cured ; 
sol tried it, and the first bottle acted like 
magic. ‘The pains left me the first week, T 
rejected my food no more, and in a month all 
my ills were gone. Bless Mother Seigel for 
ever ! I-say.—Yours gratefully. (Signed) WV. 
Nush, 341, Gowwell Road, E.C., London, 
October 2nd, 1893.” 

‘Now, where is there room enough on paper 
to sufficiently praise a medicine that will do 
what this one did for these two good friends 
of ours? AU pain, remember, is nervous 
pain, and in the above case it was the foul 
and inflamed stomach which, by stopping 
digestion, starved the nerves and made them 
ery ont, What won't cry out when it is 
starved? Babies will, mea will, women will, 
nerves will. 

Mother Seigel’s medicine eet th 
in order and gave the nerves 
‘Thea what? why, quiet, comfort, strength, 
rest, enjoyment. “Bless Muther Seigel,” 
indeed. 

(2) 18, 25mer & lap 224 












































Miscellaneous Entelligence. 


BIRTHS. 

At No. 11, Miller Road, Shanghai, on the 
22nd of March, 1898, the wife of Wruxtas 
ALLANSOS, of son, 

At Medical Mission House, Kaiyuan, vid 
Newchwang, on the 6th of March the wife 
of D. Crataie Guay, x.3., om, Glasgow, of 
‘8 daughter. 

At Chefoo, on the 19th of March. the wife 
of J. R. Hanorxo, I.M. Customs Service, of 


aon, 
DEATHS. 

At 19, Miller Road, Hongkew, the infant 
son of Aste Extza and Joux Bonxer Jack. 

At Chefoo, on the 16th of March, of scarlet 
fever, Rura Epva Mirxs, aged 6} years, the 
youngest and beloved ‘daughter of Mrs. 
Charles R. Mills, of Tungchow. 

At the General Hospital, Shanghai, on the 
23rd of March, 1898, Caantes Saw, Captain 
of Energia, aged 38 years. 


PASSENGERS. 
Dspanrep. 


Per atr. Océanien, for Maraeilles—‘lessrs. 
Bougnet, T. F. Marie, Rigollet, Grille, and 
Aufiliatre. For Port Said - Mr. Trookhatebeff 
For Ssigon—Sessre. Charles, and Labrude. 
For Hongkong — Mr. and Mrs. Benuertz, 
Mosars. da Silva, Haimovitch, Urane, and C. 
P. Ritson. 




















Of », for Honslula 
<Mr. Wilmer Harris. For London—Mr. E. 
N. Butt, For San Francisco—Rev. and Bre, 
il For New York— 
H. Kinch and 2 children. 
‘Mrs. Dubassoff and 3 chitd- 
ren, W. Heald, Alan Stewart, 
and Neil Sinclair. For Kobe—fr., Mra. and 
Miss A. P. McMullen, and Mr. P. B. Beeston. 
Per atr. City of Peking, for Hongkong—Mr. 
J. Callaway. 
Per str. Bayern, for Hoogkoog—Mise Ran- 
some, Messrs. F. Kammerzell, R. M, Gray, P. 













Lieutenants M. N. Vakorin, and Travlinsky, 
Messrs. Joh. Thyen, and G.’ Dobberke. Fot 
Tondon—Mrs. Macfarlane, children and ser> 
vant, Mrs. Gardner and child, Mr. and Mrs. 
Carson, Airs. Ballard and children, Mra. J. 
W. Andrews, Mre. McKelvie and ‘children, 
Miss Juckes, Mre, “F. Stanley and child, and 
Mr. McLachlan. 

Per atr. Kungping, for Tieutsin — Mr. 
Krauss. 

Per str. Kiangfco, for Hankow—Mr, Lowe. 

Amniven, 

Per str. Chusan, from London—Mr. and 
Mire, De la Poer, Mrs. Etchells, Mr, and Mra, 
Rettican, Mr. and Mrs. Saunders, 2 children 
and infant, Misses Macdonald, Johannson, 
Lageraton,'aud Sjoberg, Mrs.” Sprague, 2 
children and infant, Messrs. C. Simpson, F. 
Thompson, Listers and servant, McGregor 
Grant, Lotz, J. Berg, and Sollick, From 
Brindisi—Messrs. Howie, and Gilmore. From 
Colombo — Mfr. ‘and Mrs. Findlay. | From 
Singapore—Mr. B. Niclion. From Hon-kong 
—Baron P, de Gunzburg and servant, Messrs, 
W. Cumming, R. M. Gray, C. Bonin and 
servant, Wegener and servant, Tong Leng: 
song and servant, Kued"Tak and servant, We, 


























Milligan, and H. Roberts, 14 Tonkinese and 
18 Chinese, From Marecilles—Mr. S. Cart 
wright. 


Per str. Gaelic, from San Francisco—Col. 
and Mra. C. A. Hopkins, Ur. and Mra, LS. 
Wilcox, Miss E. F. Boughton, Rev. R. H. 
Walker, Capt. D.C. Campbell, Messrs, C, A. 
‘and R. H, Wright. 
Per str. Gily of Petinn fom Sun Francisco, 
ES. Jefferys, Messrs. O. Soaft, 
ler, M. Dimgei, and F. Grafton, 
Per ate. Menmuir, from Sydney, etc. —Mise 
ME. Deacon, Mrs. W. (3, MeArthur, Messrs, 
J, Dickinson. J. Hardy, H. Kelsall, Thomp- 
son, and I’. Willcock. 

Per atr. Saikio Maru, from Japan, ete.— 
Mra. Wilson, Mra, H. A. Bash, Mre. Futaki, 
Mra, B. Rergor, Miss Caterina Bossi, Messrs, 
Narita, Werth, Darai, Nakguna, Igei, Ki 
Yamada, Maza, Hasbimoto, and Gi Mob, 

Per str. City of Rio de Janeiro, from Hong- 
kong—Gen. and Mrs, Von Gotthorg, Mr. and 
Mrs. Van Oertzen, Misa Hodges, Messrs, E. 
Birchacd, Kennelly, and Chas. J. Da 

rot 






























Ohangon, from Hankow — Mr, 





Hoihow, (rom Amoy—Mr, Cowan. 
. Chungking, {com Tangku—Mr, and 
Mrs, Tokmakoff, Rev. Fathers Meyer, and 
Reifmeister. 

Per atr. Wuchang, from Tongku—Mr. and 
Ars. E. C. Dalton, 

Per ate. Lienshing, from Tientaio and Che 
foo—Mr. and Mrs, Waples. 

“Per att. Zeang, from Tientain—Mr. Collios. 

Per atr. Tatung. from Hankow—Miss Mace 
Carthy, and Mr. Keylock 

‘Per str. Hsinyd, from Tientsia—Mr. C, P. 
Rieren. From Chefoo—Mr. ‘Irookhatchell. 

Per str. Paokua, from Hankow—Mr. H. 
Schlichting. 

Per atr. Kutwco,from Hankow—Miss Taylor, 
Mrs. Andrews, Messrs. Middleton, and Katz. 

Per ste. Et Dorado, from Tangku and Che- 
foo—Mr. and Mrs. B, Baguall and child, Rev. 
Fathers Bermzu, Heirman, Nenlemau, De 
Boccle, and Stragier. 

Fer str. Pekin, from Ningpo—Dr. aud Mrs. 
Finch, Misses Turnbull, and Ware. 

Per'str, Ngankin, from Hankow—Dr. and 
Mrs. Van Schoick, Sirs. Doubassoff and family, 
Misses Beown, and Hash, and Mr. Gerken. 

Por ste, Kiangteen, from Ningpo—Rev. and 
Mrs. W. Moule, Revs, E. Janssen, and 
Godeon. 

Per ste. Hsinfung, from Tangku and Chefoo 
—Messre,_Siva, Eadie, Maragoni, Evansky, 
aud Panoff, 

Per str. Tungchow, from Tientsin and Ché- 
foo—Messre. browning and servant, J. Gane 
niele and servant, and W. H. Bonnett. 

Ber str. Pekin, from Ningpo—Mr. Kremsiry 
and Rev, Asinelli. 

Per str. Kiaugya, from Hankow—Messra 
Kindblad, Bahr, aod Guernier zi 

Per str. Sual, from Hankow—Master J. 




















Sachee, I. R. Michael, C. Sackermann, FR. 
Sylva, M. Oppel, and J. Jamieson. For 
Genoa—Mrs. Singewald, Bir. and Mrs. Vela, | 


Watson. 23 
Per ete, Suivo, from Hankow—Mr. B, Ram, 
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COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE 





(From Messrs. Noil, Murray & Oo."Piece Goods Trade Report of 26th: March.) 
PIBCE GOODS.—There is considerable uneasiness still respecting the political situation, and this has been by no means allayed by the 
recent rumours that RUsSIAx soldiers were expected to occupy Port AxritR to-day and the Brsvisttficet had been ordered to go North. 
e news received yesterday, too, that the Eozisit half of the new China loan had only been applied for by the public to extent of 
i%, althongh applications for the GERstax half a few days before were much in excess of the total required, seemed to point to fresh 
+ complications; the outcome of which is causing grave anxiety. This has possibly only served to intensify the dulness of a week that 
has been’ almost. entirely devoid of anything of interest in this trade, and it is confidently expected that. things will come to a 
crisis in a few days more. Meanwhile the steamers are loading for Newcnwaxc ani leave to-morrow morning for CuEFoo, there to 
await. orders. Latest telegrams’ aivise'a decided change in the weather there but considerable ice in the River still. Shipments will 
probably not be quite so large as it was anticipated they would, as it seems some goods that formerly went to Newcawasc for 
distribution have already been diverted by way of Viaptvostock. ‘As such goods are entitled to a drawback of the Import Duty when 
re-exported to the latter Port it will be interesting to learn if this is re-imposed when the goods filter into Crusa again via the 
Resstax Provinces, and how, as, although at-present it probably does not amount to nything very considerable, it my develope und 
cause an important shrinkage in the Revenue of the Imperial Maritime Customs that has been given.as security for several foreign 
Loans. . Arrangements are being made for the collection of the likin tax on goods in the interior by the Foreign Customs Authorities, this 
having been given as part of the security for the new Loan, and will doubtless cane the same amount of trouble and inconvenience 
that usually attend such innovations in this country. As this will affect the pockets of the Official classes a new tax is being 

imposed’on native business houses to make up for the loss, and thus further hamper trade. 

‘Trade is gradually settling into proper shape in TreNTsts, latest advices being more encouraging, but they still havea large quantity 
of goods there to work off. Clearanccs for other ports are going on satisfactorily of former purchases, very few fresh, orders however 
fare coming in yet. There has been some forward business, but mostly in specialities. Prices’ at Auction are easier for all Grey 
Cottons, and also Woollens goods. 

‘The MANCHESTER market is steady to firm, many Manufacturers being engaged well ahead, with orders for Ixpta apparently. * ‘Cotton 
is slightly lower, to-day's quotation being 3,3,d., considering thatvit is now estimated'the crop in the Uxrrep Srates will oxceed 114 
million bales the price is keeping up wonilerfully well. There has been some rather extonsive buying ia elstenica during the week for 
this market on a sterling basis, and at prices that do not show. much margin on the quotations now current here. Raw Cotton has also 
been bought for some of the Local Mills at a price that lays it down on a par with the prevont cost of the native staple. 

Reverting to the Trade of 1897 the following is an extract from the Annual Report just published by the Statistical Secretary of tho 
Imperial Maritime Customs :—" Cotton Piece Goods shows, as was expected, a falling off-from the Ggures for 1896. . American goods, 
however, continue to increase in favour—Drills showing an improvement of over 300.000 pieces, Jeans of over 15,000 pieces, and 
Sheetings of nearly 170,000 picces,—but these ore almost the only exceptions to the general decline. .Shirtings of all binds, except 
Plain Dyed, fell off. Drills, except American, show a heavy #ccrease, while Jeans improveil, ° OF Sheetings, except’ American, less 
were imported by over half @ million pieves On the whole, the year, owing to fall in exchange and the heary »tocks carried over from 
1896, was one of the worst on record for the Piece Gouds trade. ‘The favour which American goods fied in the Chinese market is due 
to their cheapness. Freights from America ate lower than from Europe, and the high prices which protection enablex American 
manufacturers to obtain from consumers at home allow them to export the balance of their out-tura and lay it down in this country 
at attractive rates. It is a strange result of protection that’ American manufacturers should be able to-clothe the Chinese partly'nt-the 
expense-of their own countrymen. ‘The importation of inferior qualities of plai» goods seems likely:to cease, -the products of Chinese 
mills eradvally taking their place. Even before the erection of local Ctton mills an increasing importation of Cotton Yarn had shown 
that the people perfer a home-made article in the commoner grades, and of late years iwportations have contained.» larger proportion 
of finer goods ‘his tendency likely to become more marked in the future, and in connexion with this snbject it is interesting to note 
that while the importation of English and Indian Cotton Yarn fell off in 1897, that of Japanese Yarn was more than doubled, 

‘All kinds of Woollen Piece Goods, except Lastings, show a decrease, while Miscellaneous Piece Goods slightly improved.” 

Grey Shirtings.—8.4-lbs,—There is scarcely any enquiry, only two small sales being reported this week, namely: Melon and Boy at 
*F1.95 less 1 per cent, and to arrive, and Blue Joss at $2.35, Prizes went much easier at Auction. 
«ight Weights,—Nothing mentioned privately, and at Auction weak prices prevailed. - 
Heavy ‘Weights.—The following sales-of 10-Ihs. are reported, namely :—Red’ Butterfly at $2.70 and Blue Dragon at F3.074. There 
was a decided decline in these makes also at Auction this week. 

‘12.lbs., 6-inch.—Sales of nearly 10,000 pieces are reported this week at slightly lower prices, as follows:—Wurvior A 3.25, 
Soldier NNN and Guardsman MMM €3.325 and Soldier GGG F358. The inclination is still to lower prices and Auction chops 
‘continue tending downwards. 


White Shirtings.—A desultory sort of business lms to be reported again, the tales being very moderate in extent. The following 
‘quotations are published :—Goldt Joss 2.60, Gold Eayle A ¥2.80, Buffalo and Stork M'F3.35, Tico Boy No. 6751'T3.00, less 1 per cent. 
and Teo Woman and Frog TRS7}. At Auction common Gr-reeds were slightly weaker, tut the better makes and higher reeds wero 
steady to firm. 

{P-Cloths.—In Maxcussrer makes sales aro mentioned of Silver Dragon and Lye chops at F1.75. The small lots at Auction went at a 
fractional decline for 32-inch. 

Tn Isp1ax a salo is published of 1,750 pieces Re Flying Dragon 7-lbs. at ‘$1,824 
Jeans.—English,—A sale is reported of Beaver in a Circle of Cats at T2.45. 
—English.—The only movement we hear of is 3,000 Crocodile at T3.80 to arrive, and in Dutch a small lot of 450 

“American —Sales are mentioned of 6,750 pieces, as follows :—Drayon Fish F310, Dragon Heat ‘T3124, Olifton Magpie ¥3.15 

New Lion€3.224. The market is steady. It is reported that 7,000 bales have been settled during the week in New York for this 

market comprising the following makes, namely, Piedmont, Enoree, Stark and Pepperell. 


Sheetings.—There is nothing to report in English makes. In Indian a few more 15 Ibs. Jtlwe Lion have been taken at 3.06, showing a 

slight advance. 

ee merican.—'Tho only transaction reported from stock 
fort his market amount-in the aggregate-to 5.000 bales and included the follow: 
and ‘Appleton. 

Fancy.Goods.—The market is quiet pending the receipt of orders from the North. Sales.of about 60 cases: Prints have beea made 
from stock on private terms, and some Fancy Wheelbarrow Black Italians are reported at $5.75. It is also rumoured that sales of 
Dyed Cotton. Lastings have taken place. ‘There is rather more enquiry for the medium weights of Turkey Reds, 4 to 6lbs., and sales 
of some 60 cases have been made at elightly easier prices. 

Woollens.~There is.no improvement to report, the market being very weak. CaMLets continue to decline for ‘almost all colours, Scarle 
‘being down tivo to three mace this week. Loxc Eris have been poorly represented during the interval and were also weak’ for the 
heavier weight offered, the other small_iot being steady. Lastixts declined about a mace for the higher reed, but were steayd 
for the others. ‘The advance in Srastsu Stztres did not continue very long, all chops showing a decline this week of about a candareen 
ana a half—three per cent. 
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2,000 pieces Angusta at T3.00- ‘The 
ton, Pelzer W 


jog makes, namely, Piedmont, Clifton, Will 























Cotton Yarn.—Znglish.—No further sales are announced this week. ‘The gradually dwindling trade in Single. 30/32. is threatened by 
‘the competition of the ‘ 

Toca! Mills that are now spinning these counts to a small extent. Sales are reportéd this week of 60 bales 36/32s. of the Ewo Mrtt. 
at ¥04,00/04:50, ‘The'demand has quite gone off No.’ 14s, of which there is a fairly Inrge stock in: hand and forced sales have been made 
at three taels decline. Nos. 16s. and 20s. are going off well and most attention is now being paid to the production of these. 

‘Tndian.—A small business continues. Owing to an inprovement in the Rupee rate iu the earlier part of the interval native holders 
accepted lower prices, and were subsequently followed by foreign Importers, the decline being a tael on Nos. 10s. and 16s. and half a tael 
aa No. 20s. at which the market closes steady. Settlements amount to 1,6:9 bales, as follows:— 

No 10s., 605 bales.—Hope Mill '£63.75/63.50, Imperial ond James Greaves T63.25, Connaught $66.50, Tea Carrier $66.73, Howard 
and-Bulough and Bombay Cotton, Mule £69.50, and Seadeshi Mill $70.75. 

No. 19s., 75 bales.—Bombay Cotton, Mule £70.50 aid Currimbhoy, Mule 72.00. 

INO! is ‘(New Chop) $71.00, Mazagon ‘572.00, Western India, Pony Carriage $72.25, Currimdhoy, Mute 
¥75.75 and F.amjee Petit, 7 3 ; az . 

‘No. 203., 729 hales—Nariad Mill (Peacock) 'F65.00, Hope Mill ‘$76.00, Imperial, Empress Spinning and Malaksiami, 6 Ola 
Man, Red Ticket ¥76.50, do do. Blue Ticket “£76.75, Anglo Indian, Mule “¥76.50/16.75, Vithaldas Copoldas, Woman $77.00, 
China Milt $77.00[77.25, Howard and Bullough'¥77-50/78.00 and Ripon Male*¥80-30. 
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Arrivals this week have been rather freer, the s.s. Chusan bringing 5,027 bales and the s.s. Gisela 1,564 bales, while the s.2. Afanila 
in due to-morrow with 3,351 bales. i 

Japanese.—These Spinnings continue in good request and prices ate unchanged, the sales reported amounting to 400 bales, 
1 follows: — 

‘No. 16., 250 bales—Stork 77.00, Peacock £77.95, Blue Fish 77.50 aud Butterfly $77.75. 

No. 20s., 150 bales—Pheasant and Peacock $79.75, and Blue Fish,¥80.50. 














Metal and Miscellaneous.—From Messre. Alex. Bielfeld & Co.’s Report of 28th March :—Merats.—There has not been much done, 
the few contracts closed being given below. But there have been a number of offers telegraphed home, these being mostly declined on 
necount of high freights and prices not being up to those obtainable elscwhere. 

‘A notable change has been noticeable in Leap this year. Whereas during the last year not over 1,000 tons of Szechuan lead, put 
on the market in peculiar ingots, were used, more especially by the tea packers, this year a very much greater quautity hus been 
offered, the foreign produce seeming to have fallen into quite second place. 

‘The following contracts have been closed :~1,000 cases Bamboo Steel ‘* Double Horse” £12.1.6, c.f. 5 50 tons Steel Plate Cuttings 
00s. c.i.f. ; 200 tons Steel Plate Test Pieces 94s..c'i.f. ; 200 tons Glasgow Horse-shoes 89s. c.i.f. ; 150 tous London Cart-tyres 104s. cif. 5 
100 tons Scrap Iron 80s. c.i.f. ; 20 tons Ship Plate 2 to} £7. c.i.f.; 25 tons Black Iron Sheets, 16 to 26, £8.10 c.f. ; 120 cases Galv, 
Corr, Sheets, 26 to 28, £12.17.6 c i.f. ; 60 cases Galv. Plain Sheets, 28, £13.6.6 c.i.f. 

But little has been done in Sundries owing to the dearth of news from the interior markets of the northern ports. Deliveries have, 
however, been very good, nearly all the old stocks called upon by the dealers, who appear able to dispose of them at prices which 
enable them to make a profit. The following new business bas been re] :--800 cases Scarlet, each 100 tins at ‘£0.16; 20 cases 
Llama Braid, each 200 boxes at £0.27 ; 10 cases Tobacco Boxes, each 10 gross at ‘£3.65 per gross; 10 cases Tobacco Boxes No. 2, each 
10 gros at, $2.10 por grosa; 10 cases Wax Matches each 10 gross at 3.55 per gross; 5 cates Half-Silk Umbrellas, each 20 dozen at 

per dozen. 


Koronone hus been the cause of» slight futer in the market during the week, the price going up to‘FI.65 fora time, closing at 1.624 
rm, 




















Opium.—Closing quotati 


Malwa (now) 595 ; (old) 635/700; Patna $542 ; (new) $534; Benares 850 ; (now) 530, 


EXPORTS 


Sill.—From Messrs. A. R. Burkill & Sons? Circular of 28th instant :— 
‘ ‘London telegrams to date quote a quiet market and Blue Elephants 10/3. Gold Kilings are quoted from Lyons 
at Fes. 27.75. 
RAW SILK.—Again nothing to report. In Taysaams, a parcel of Chincum Tiger Tayhow has been settled of Ts. 450, In 
Yellow Silk some 100 bales have been settled; the market remains quiet. 
Arniva1s, as per Customs Returns, March 19th to zsth: are 165 bales White, 63 bales Yellow, and 189 bales 
Wild Silk. 
RE-REELS AND FILATURES.—About 50 bales Steam Filatures, market cargo, have been settled at Tls. 640 to Tis. 695. 
The Export of Steam Filatures to date is: 5,141 bales to America, 3,476 bales to the Continent, 47 bales to 
Japan and 23 bales to London. 
WasTi, SILK.—Nothing doing. 


Prices calculated by Maerten’s Tables at rx per cent. Exchange 2/64, and Fes. 3.18. Freight Tis. 7.45 per bale. 
























Ts. Fo Th. 7 
wea. elk pertin wert eh, parka, 
Curcums.—Tiger, Tayhow .. 9/94 27.20 | Sream Freatores— 
Yenxow Strx.—Meeyang No. 1 330 7/84 20.20 ‘Market Chops, 13/15 den...640 a 695 13/93 a 14/114 98.30 a 41.55 
ri ‘Wongchow ... 5/04 a 6/3 16.70 a 17.30 
1896-97. 1895-96. 1894-95, 1898-94, 1892-98. 
1,500 1,000 800 1,000 500 bales, 
59,000 69,500 65,300 66,500 69,500 ,, 
6,000 13,500 5,000 6,500 3,500, 
65,000 83,000 69,300 | 73,000 73,000 





§ Including old Silk. te 
: 4 : 5 a fapan, 
England, * France, &e, Total Europe. America, India Equpt. ggg. h'Siraiy, Grand Total 
















































































Baport WHItOITS Beles 3,600 34,196 35,706 10,796 1,514 1,085 49,081 bates. 
ty Yellow Silk in piculs 5 3,435 3,440 3,974 1,282 7975 4, 
a OW, us 7494 782 18 102 8377}, 

Total 45,055 46,088 4,806 2,399 05433, 

Against in 1896.97 .. 11,755 4,557 3,312 23 85,006, 
1895-96 .. 446,406 48,858 7,103 3578 8,87, 
* 1894-95 .. 44,985 47,202 6,540 2,001 eaels ,, 
1893-04 4,058 49,665 8,588 2438 = 63,512, 

is 1892-93 52,502 55,090 “5795 1,801 68,959, 

» 18914 7,108 39,629 6,933 5,209 1,493 (58,881, 

Export Waste Silk . 26,705 1,375 39,888 piculs, 
Against in 1896-97 ... 22,431 1 pra me ,, 

* 1895-96 .. 29,235 982 48,457, 
1895-95 21,501 2 7 36,088, 

Export Cocoons.. 1,287 66 a 4,312 572k 

Against in 1896-97 .. 217 4,088 4,305 60 = 4,803 9168, 
1895-96 2.072 2072 935 = 2,008 5209 5, 
189895 87 1,684 2271 385 a 2,877 5583 yy 

* Many shipments are new cent optional, Marseilles or Lendon. 
‘Also 1,547 piculs Old Silk Wadding to London. 
hs oes » 2203 yo. ny Continent, 
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Bxchange.—(C'osing Rates}—On London—Telegraphic Transfers, 2%. 5d. Banks Bills, 2s, Syd. Banks Bills, 4 montl 
sight, 2s, 53d. First-Class Credits to Banks, 4 months’ sight, 9s 6}d.; 6 months’ sight, 2s. 6jd.; Private and Documentary, 
4 months’ sight, 2s. Gd. : 6 months’ sight, 2. id. On ‘France—Bank Bills, Transfer Fes, 3.11. Credits and Documentary 
Bills, 4 months’ sight, 9.17, 6 months’ sight, 3.18. On Germany—Credits and Documentary Bills, 4 months’ sight, Marks 
2.584, lowest 2.58}, highest 2.61. On New York—Credits and Documentary Bills, 4 months’ sight, per F100 G.$614, lowest 614, 
highest 62. On Hongkong—elegraphic Transfers, 75, lowest 75, highest 75 per $100. Private Bills, 3 days’ sight, 743, 
lowest 743, highest 74}. On Yokohama—Telegraphic Transfers, F813, lowest 82, highest 813 per $100. Private Bills. 15 days’ 
sight, 3804, lowest 81, highest 803. On Bombay and Calcutta - Telegraphic Transfers, Rs. 187, lowest 1854, highest 188 per ¥100. Ban 
Bil demaud, Rs. 1874. lowest 186, highest 1884. Bullion—G Bars, Shanghai, 98 touch, $393.00, lowest 391 00, highest 393.00. 
Silver Bars, $111.15, lowest 111.10, highest 111.90, Mexican dollars, £75.30, lowest 75.30, highest 75.55. Carolus dollars, $95.00, 
lowest 95.00, highest 96.00. Copper Cash 1,180, lowest 1,180, highest 1,160.’ Chinese Interest, mace 2.50, lowest 0.8, highest 3.0. 
Bar Silver in London, per oz. 25y'5, lowest 257%, highest 25y'5- 

Damy Quorarioss. 
(From Messre, Morriss, Fergusson & Robertson's Circular.) 
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de Os Laxoos ea od od ee 
i ” ONG. 
fez) v/rransfers. | Bank 4 m/s. | Credits 4 m/s. | Docty. 4 m/s. France 4 m/s $inls oct Oye ra 
March: ILowont, Highest,|Lowest, Highest|Lowest, Highest|Lowest, Highest,| Lowest, Highest, 
22nd 253/8 | 2.54 25ye| 253 257 | 26, 26% 2.68 2.6 [8.17/3.18 3.17/3.18) 2.59] 614) 75 82 | 1853/2386 





2H | 25g 257 [25g 26 | 26% 26: | 26% 263 [3.174/18} 3.18/2.19| 260] Giz] 75 | B14 | Isz/ias 
6/ts, 2.53 2583/26 26 | 263 263 | 2.6, 263 |3.194/204 3.19}/203 261| 6: | 75 | 813] 183 
26/ys 2.55 2.59 12.6 26 | 2.63 2.63 | 26} 264 |3.194/20) 3.194203 2.61] 62 | 75 | 812] 188 
25r¢ | 256 |252 257 |26 263 | 26s 263 [3.27/98 3.18/3.19 259] 613| 75 | 81k] 197 
25's 254 | 252 257 |26 263 | 2.63 26k [317/318 3.17/3.18| 2.583) 613] 75 | Bld] 1865 











Shares,—From Messrs. J, P. Bisset & Co.’s Report of 28th March :— 


Business has not been brisk, Unsettled politics, scarcity of ready mouey, and the approaching settlement, have all interfered, 

Banxs,—Hongkong & Shanghai Banking Corporation.—Cash sales have been made at 194 and 195 per cent premium, and for June at 
988 per xn. ‘In Hongkong there are buyers at 184 per cent premium. National Bank of China shares have improved in Hongkong to 

18.50, 

Manine INsvRaNce.—China Traders’ Insurance shares changed hands at $65. Unions have changed hands in Hongkong of $220, 
North Chinas ore offering at $200, Cuntons are offering in the South at $130. 

Fine InsunaNce.—There ia no local business reported, In Hongkong Chinas are offering at $99, and Hongkongs at $337.50, 

Surrrisa.—Hongkong, Canton d: Macao Steamboat shares were placed to Hongkong at $26.50, A fair business was done in Indo-China 
S.N, shares at £43.50 cash and ‘£46 for the 30th June locally, and to Hongkong at $60 cash and $60.50 for the 30th April. China Mutuad 
S.N, Preference shares were sold at $60 and Ordinary shares at 426, cum the dividends of 3 per cent and 6 per cent respectively. 

Suoar Compantrs.—Perak Sugar Qultivation shares were placed at $39 and 40 cash, $41.50 for June. Luzon Sugar Refining shares 
were purchased from Hongkong at $42. 

Musixo.—Sheridan Mining share are wanted. Raub Australian Gold Mining shares were placed at $29 for the 10th April, Cash 
shares are offering at $27. 

Docks, Waanves & Gopowxs.—Business has been done in Boyd & Qo. shares at $195, Shanghai Dock shat 
March, and 190 for June, and Shanghai d: Hongkew Wharf shares at 126.50 cum div. Hongkong and Whampoa Dock 
hands in Hongkong at 251% prem., and Hongkong d+ Kowloon Godown shares at $37. 

Lawps.—No business reported. Shanghai Land Investment sbares are wanted at $90 and held for 92.50, ‘There aro sellers of 
Hongkong Land Investment shares at $74. 

IxpUSTRIAL.—Shanghai Gas shares were sold at 3215. Major Brothers, Ltd,—The Directors’ Report and statement of accounts for 
1897 have been published. ‘The meoting of sharcholders will be held on the 25th current. ‘The profits amount to 12,109.38, equal to 4.40 

er cent ou the paid up capital, as against 2.62 percent in the previous year. From this is deducted the debit’ balance of $2,474.07 

Grought forwards and the balance of 70,625.31 is placed to Depreciation nud Adjustment uccouat, In. Cotton AFile shares, Internationale 
were sold at ¥112-110 cash, and ‘$112 for both March and April, and Soy Chees at $505, $490 and ¥505. Laou-Kung-Mows are offering, 
China Flour Mill shares were sold at $55. 

Tuas axp Canco Boats.—Shanghai Tug Boat Co., Ltd.—The Directors’ Report and statement of accounts for 1897 were presented 
and passed at a meeting of shareholders held on the 23rd instant. ‘The net profits for the year amounted to ¥31, 181.38, equal to 31.18% on 
the Capital, as compared with 35.59% in the previous year. Including a balance of £486.72 from 1896, and deducting 15,000 paid iu three 
interim dividends of 5%, thero remained a balance of £16.668.10 to divide. A sum of £9,000 was placed to Reservo, which now stands at 
at 175,000, and a final dividend of 5% was declared, making 20%, for the year, which leaves balance of 2,668.10, out of which a bonus of 
‘one month's pay to the employess of the Company will be paid. Shanghai Cargo Boat shares were placed, and are offering, at £180, 

Miscetaxzous.—Shanghai Waterworks Co., Ld.—The Directors’ Report and statement of accounts for 1897 have been published for 
the meeting of shareholders called for the 6th April. The balance of working account is 145 663.23, which exceeds that of 1896 
by $28,362.34, ‘The net profits, after writing off $10,658.86 for Depreciation, amounts to T123,300.42, equal to 18.53% on the capital, aa 
compared with 14.95% in the previous years, | Deducting the interim dividend of 19 ablling paid ia July at exchange 2/8, and adding 
the balance of $8,421.26 from the previous year, there is a sum of $91,311.68 at credit of Profit and Loss, out of which the Directors 
recommend the payment of a final dividend of 25/0 per share, at exchange 2/53, equal to 72,605.64, and to place $10,000 to the credit of 
the Reserve Fund, which will then atand at $30,000, leaving a balance of $8,708.64 to be carried forward. Shanghai-Sumatra Tobacco 
shares were sold at '$85-84.50 cash, and $92 for both July and August. Shanghai-Langkat Tobacco shares changed hands, and are offering, 
at F300, J. Liewellyn d Go, shares were placed at $60, and Hall: Holts shares at $40. 


Loans,—Shanghai Land 5.50% Debentures were sold at par, plus the accrued interest. 














‘87.50 cash, $85 for 
ares have changed 
















































LOANS. Amount of Loan. Outstanding, f eae ct Rete of li hen Payable, 












(9) 5.73% 


Shanghai Mun, Delentures—Issue] 888} $100; 6% | Dec. & June. 
Do. Do, 











1890) s100; 6 (9) 5.76% 
Do. 1891 100! 5} (9) 5.39% 
Do. 199] sio0! 5 
Do. 1893} 100 | 54 
Do. 1894| 100; 6 
Do. 1895] si00| 5 
Lo. 1896] F100} 5% Do. 
Lyceum Theatre Debentures " $251 *4 3 24 July 1895 
é Chine amp, Government Lean 1: =250| 7 Mar. & Sept, 
shanghai: Land Inv.Co. Debentures. 1890] F100: 6% | May & Nov. 
Do. Do. 4893] 00 | $300, 54% | June & Dec. 
Do. Do. 1894| 00] $100: G% | Mar. & Sept. 
Do. Do. 1896] 250,600.00 /250,000.00} ‘S100; 5% | June & Dec. 
Shanghai Waterworks Co. Lebentures}'S4} $100,000.00 |$100,000.00 | £100 | 6% | Mar. & Sept. 
Do. x» [°96) $100,000.00 (400,000.00 } $100) 5% | June & Dec. 
Shanghai & Hongkew Wharf Co. 5, '£400,000.00 |¥100,000.00 | 100! 6% | June & Dec. 
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AUCTION SALES 
Auctions for the week ending 26th March, 1898, comprised the following Goods :— 















Conte perk Corresponding week 
For the week. Previews week, For the week. Previous week: hier gente 
23,060 pes. wea 17,290 pes. and 19.473 tex. Veivers, GO ver nyainat 60 pen iad 
5940, 6490... «8,510... Veivereens Ly aiaae 84 ae 
‘ "840. 3,130 2) Cotton Italians... 420 5, 180 » 
210... B75, Cumiets 540 3, 510, =, 800 5 
920 2 190-2) Long Elis W40 % 260 469 
Sheetings ” 140 (2 700. Lastings 400 | 200. 64s. 
Tarver Keds Goo ato 2s 630 MN oe 








At E-Wo, 23rd inst. — 
Grey Shirtings.—7-Ihs.—420 pieces ; Eagle and Snake ¥1.513, and Red Lotus T1.66. 
8.4-Is.—4,326 pieces; Black Yea Caddy XX ¥1.82/823, Black Lotus $1.97, Med Lion $2.02, Blue Crab $2.06}, Red Dragon 


and 6 Women ¥2.13, Red Rell $2.17/183, Black Lotus Pot F218}, Blue Man ¥2.223, Blue Drag-n E-ro ¥2.253)/26, Blue Bell XX 2.98, 


and Red Tea Caddy'S2.294 
Joti 1400 psceas Fed Dragon ond o Women, T2.5, Ral Drogon and 6 Aen W2.50/58, Blve Drogon end Shield 
2.614012, Green ‘Dragon and'§ Men ¥2.64, Blue Crab T2.642, and Blue Flower Pot $2.903. 
bs. —500 pieces ; Blue Dragon and 7 Boys $2. S0E/TH Blue Dragon aud Alen £3.16)163. 
bs.—1,020 pieces ; Blue Bul XX ¥3.07%, Ited Lotus £3.09, Blue Lotus $3.19, Man and Gun'¥3.203/214, Chinese AAA 3.273, 
and: Blue Flotcer Pot £3.29, ’ 
124-1bs.—100 pieces ; Blue ‘Round Phaniz ¥3.55. 
White Shirtings.—350 pieces ; House No. $ 3.15, do. X ¥3.99, do. ¥ ¥3.654, do. Z 3.74, Painted Phenix EO ¥3.57} and 


Bat and Peach ®. 
- tue Elephant'T1.56}, Blue Dragon and Flag 1.62, aud Red Tea Caddy ¥1.653. 
es; Tiger and Tree $2603. 
ieces + Blue Lion 2.80, 
14-Ihs,—500 pieces ; Pig's Head 2.93/94. 




































18S}, Blue 4 Sister 1.634.633, and Blue $ Students T1.904. 
3/67, House T1694, Double Man F.’ 3. Blue Britannia 
171.603, Titue-3 Statens O19. Bine 4 Sint THOM, Blue Doulle Shield F208, Black Gold #-Stu ents YAO}, Red 2 Students 


F2.09$/108, Red Emperor's Birthday T2.123/133, 7 Sister T2.244)242, 5 Rrothers £2.29, and $4-Ibs.—300 pieces ; 18 Brothers 72.49, 
Ni iNa.< 2,900 yinven: Had dvitonnia T2.504, Me Swen T2.56MGGR. ded. Ranperer' Hivthdoy 32.614/612. Red 4 Sister 


50 pieces 5 Blue Britannia T1.5% 
ee: Blue Junk £1,074/682, Green 9 Lions TI. 





















3.0030) 
03/919, Nive drone 13.00, Sehtinr ¥3.019/02, and Lily $3,319/32. 


4, Blue £ Lighthouse. Bright $2.18}, 





. China Square F 
White Shirtinge,—6i-reed.—1,550 puwcee; Hone fright 212/182. su ult" 
Ao, Dull $2.13, und Black Gold $ Stidente T2575. 
Titre 4,040 pieces i ST 4/723, Red 2 Sisters, Bright 32.74/74}. Red 23 
793/80, "Red Gond s ‘3.10, Medd & ght Painte 
1, Lily £3.70 and Students T4.2 

20 pivcen: Biue $ Students T1.S73, and Red 3 Students $1.76(708. 

Painted § Stnionte 

Abs.~120 pieces ; Double Squirrel 
14-120" wt 















ight House Bright €2.78}, 
‘4 Sisters, Bright €3.014, . 
1. 



















‘Students F4.324, Painted 9 Lions T4.4%4, Painted 2 Sisters T4.424, 





‘Ree, 26th inst.— 

Velvets. Black.—60 pire jon and Flag 501.04. 
Velveteens Black.. aay piece: Lion and Fiay 30.12, in, House T0.1.48 and Snowfall 50. 
Turkey Reds.—400 pieces ; Watch 3}-Ibs. F181, Green 5 Boys 34-Ivs. T2.00/01, do. 32-Ibs, T2.13, do. 4}-Ibe, £2.39, do. 44-1bs, 
* Kung-chi-doo” Chop.y-Ibs. $3.20 and do. $-Ibs. "£3.35. 















AUCTIGN SALES OF WOOLLENS DURING THE: WEEK. 


























































' { Brown 
Chops— | senrtet, |r. Blue. Dk. Linn, GFK lack, |&Mag,| Mauve, Sela 
1 Ms, | Ths. Tis, ‘Tis. Tis, Tis, Tie, ‘Tis, 
Camiets, | 
Lighthouse Ss.6.pre) 1410 13.70 | 14.80 
Sales, pron. | 50 
pane] 13 05)10 12.675 
120 10 310 
: 5 20 
Man & Hors, pepe 12.76 | 
Salen, pen. | 110 
Horse & Lion, p. pe. 
Sules, pes. 50 
Long Dis. i 
wore Ring,c.ru.p.pe| 7.11/16. | 
Sales, pi 80 80 
‘5.41 ‘ 
60 60 
Lastings, | 
Ship, ¢.0.m., p. pe 12.024 | 
Sales, pes. 200" | 200 
901d Man, FF 9.80 10.973 
so; 100 
7.60 
20 | 20 
‘11.82 
60 6o 
6.69 
20- 20: 
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‘Sravement, “una” Deliveries“of Cotton ana: Woollen is ior the weer ending 25th 


cotmpiled trom the “ Customs Daily Returns,” Nos. 63 to 68, both numbers inclusive. 








Ke-Exvoxrs AND THEIK Justixarions. 
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73) 1, 
trot, 90) fal Iso} 
Kerowirie Oi 1,600) 2/730} 17,500)... 

» __'550,_ 2,000! 8,000) 





























‘Torar, Drtiventes. 









Slat Dee, 1607, 





as; 
26ch Starch, 
17, 









435,503 
40,680 
183,411 
225518 


421,001 
837]: 26,678 
3,880 |) 7,810 
19,980 | 138,775, 

1,930 25,593 





An 

Eng. & Indian . 
w» | Dntol 
American. 

sNevtinge, nglinl 










oe 
119,674 
23,581 


{evion & Tiniza 

GottonYnen, Indian 

yy English 
Iopan .. 







Caml 
Long Elle 








| 28,311 171,497 


wn Tonatings & Jali 
ee & | & ") 


& Kigured Orfenni 





6,083 
268 











Lead in Pigs; 
Tron—Nait:Rod. 1 3,329: 
‘Kerosine-Oil, Anieritan 1.Coaes) . , 63,230: 

a Russian. 
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SHARES NGHAS, 28th March, 1898. 
Posrmox rer Last Reronr. | Last Divo. &c. & sae \Case Quorariox 
ine Paid T Wh 88e5 
ee No. Walue. “up. | Reserve. [AL Working! pete, Shave-| ped or BE2E] Closing. 
j eral holders} due. IB 22 3 
7 Banks, per cent, 
Hongkong&hanchai Bank.Co.| 80,000) $125; $125) $8,000,000} $298,863.22 31-19-97 *£13|14- 2-98 |$23.96] 6.50) $368.75) 269.19 


Ia. 
Beak ot coe as shares! 107,483, £8, | £34) 


deferred do. | 1,101{ £1] £1 





££50,886.16.7 31-19-96 | None, 
ey 





650) 





Chint 4 £8 | 
Nations! Bank of Chino, Ld ~~] 400888 (pes } g100s06.e4]  $4,523.23:31-19.97! 4$1.18| 1- 3.97] $1.20)... 
Lo. Founders’) 750) £1/ £1 ; 


Tvaurance (Marine. ) 
Union In. Society of Canton, Lay) 10,000] $250) $00 


China Traders’ Tis, Co., La. ..| 24,000}889.33) $25{ { s051,807.25)90- 4.97] 48014 10-97] $5.00] 7.69] $85.00) 47.45 

Nerth-China Ins. Cosy Ldsvwnee] 5,000} £100} £25|5250,000.00| 306,887.20)31-12-6 /r'18.18|28- 4-07 |¥17.06] 
50,000, : 

Yangtera Insurance Ass'tion,Ld] 6,948) $100] $00 f $650-000 00) | $944,185.0731-12-96 | 419}80- 4.97 /$11.00, 7.74 

$4,276.22131-12-96 | 3$5]13- 1-98 |$11.00} 8.40) 


Centon Insurance Office 
} s085,032.16 (31-12-96 4$2/27- 3-96 | $1.83} 14.08). 


Straits ovarance Co i 
Insurance ( Fire. 7 
1,046,763.76| $288,875.16|31-12-97 | 1§264]28. 2.98 5.80) 
4 $1,000,000] $237,802.90)21-12-97 | +36.65|28- 2-98 6.85) 


Hongkong Fire Tus 
7¢ Tnsurani 
Shippi * lo $2.22) 
"ton & M’cao §.B,Co..| 80,000, $15] $15] ¢ $609,000) $37,344.58) $1.20/29- 1-98 8.29] 
Pisces eu en “] 49,589] £10] £10] 20,000.00) £1,380.16.3}3 435.07] 2- 7-95 | $3.38) 8.70) 


Esttest a 
Douglas Steamship Co. La. sol sso] f Meena l30- 6-97 | +$4.00|27- 9-97 | $6.00] 10.17 
{ me 1-10-97 | 4.22) 8.03) 


Ch, Mutual 8,N.Co,pref.shares.| 16,736] £10) £10) 
De. ee. ao. SRIAMEAD 407/31- 3.97) 3.92]... 
Do. €2£122,199,11.3) 467|31- 3-97 51.96) isa 


Sugar Companies. 
i31- 8-97 +¥2| 3 1 96 '¥0.67) 1.76) 
{31-12-97 | $10} t 
[31-12-97] +83) 6.13] 
F100] F100) $131,536.34|31-12-96 
$6,537.25|31-12-97 


Jelebu Mining & Trading Co, La} 45,000] $5) $5) §$38,523.18/28- 7-97 *5; 
Raub A’lian Gold Min, Co La. |200,000 £1) 13/10} none’ | £2,381.17.11)31- 3-97| +30.51] 7- 2-98) $0.33 
Deckay Wharres and Gedowns, 


$1,269, 000.001) cae y n, 4 5-10-97 | $14.33) 5.00) 164.25 
@ Tres} $674,784.59:30- 6-97| —+$16/15-10-97 | $1 6.37] $225.00) 164. 























} £1,490.9.4181-12-95 





do. | 15, 
5, 





‘erak Sugar Cultivation Co,1, 
China Sugar Refining Co. Ld...| 20, 
Laren Sager Refining Co, La... 7 





505| 
000 5100} $40, 

000} $100 140,000) 
00) $100) F100) Sse 











Ponjom Biniug Co, La. saseve 
Do, pref. shares.| 30, $i) SN 















[$190,000.00] F11,742.10)30- 4-97 
$275,000} ‘¥18.356.95)30- 6-97 
2 ‘¥14,916.64'30- 4.97 









BI eng’ rs ‘W'puo Dock Co.» La 
ghai & Whew Wharf 

ong &I'loon Wh. kG, 
Lands. 

Sh, Lond Inveatinent Co,, La. 

A’kong Land Invest.&A.Co, Ld, 

Kowloon Land & Building Co. Ld 

Bumphreys Estate & F, Co. Ld 
Industrial. 

Shanghai Gan Co 

Msjer Brothers, La 

Ewo Cotton Sp. &W. Go., 

International Gottondtan-Co-Lal 

Facurkung-mew Cotton Spia- 











129. 1-98 

- 1-98 
> 3-98 
(20- 1-98 













62 






















ning and Weaving Co., Ld 6,000} 100} F100}, ‘F21,108.37)31-12-97 

Boy Chee Cotton Spin. C 2,000) F500; $500) $2,366.61] 469.00] 1- 2-98 4 
Yah Loong Cotton S 7,500] F100} F100) - se 
Stunghai lee Co, 540) £100} F100) $6,800.00) 131+! 16-97 '¥9.00) 
‘Shanghai Rice Mili Go, La. 2,000] 25] F235, . $649.65 31-1 

China Flour Mill Co.,Ld_......] 3,000, 50] ¥50| 3,806.95) . 

American Cigarette Co, La. 1,500] $50; F50) i : 
H’kongCotton 14.| 9,000] $100] _ $20) Finttlyear 

Sthai catherCleating Co, La. | 300] 500} 500) First year 





Pugs and Curgo Boats, 
Shangliai Tug Boat Ci 24 F100) ¥2,668.10)31-12-97| 4fF5723- 3-98] 20] 9.52) 
Taku Tugand LighterCo., La.| 8,600) 50) 1-50] 7,935.65)31-12-96 | 17%|27- 2.96] 7.67] 6.98). 


Shanghai Cargo Boat Co, La... 2,000] $100) ¥100}s195,495.39) | 4,059.45131-12.97| y7y| 5+ 3-08 |815.33) 8.501 

Com operative CargoBontCe., sLa| 1,000; 100) F100} $57,152.84) — ¥2,048.66/31-12-97 me 5+ 3-98 |£13.67 8.04) 
Jae 

ShanghaiWaterworks Co., La.| 7,200) £20) £20) 2 . 5 -12- 126- 7+ 

Tieatein Waterworks Cora] "650 a) |) ete hee | tie leone 














‘ lyear tee 
06} _ $535.06,31-12-97 138 w7ai16- 3-98 | 6-47 
‘§199,114.02)31-12-96 | None. , 


S25] 
350] 50,086.28) 38,751.28 









ShunghuiHorse Bazaar Co, FLoo| ~ 5.33) 








J. Lewellyn & Ce si 308.29) ses | 
Hall & Holtz, La $20] $195,000) _ $4,496.49) $3.33] “"8/32I 
af, Watson &¢ $10} $195,000 $12,159.15! $0.97] 8.09] 
‘Agency, La £1)... | £135.18.10)31-19.96 Pees Bere 
Hongkong Electric Co, 30,0001 $10} $8} none $3,960.93120- 4-97 1.27] 2.70) $10.00) 
Central Stores, La. . $87,889.84) salo8- 2.97 be . $13.13) 












































6,000) $20; $15) 











+ Yor balf year. For year. = Interim dnvidena. THis givisena fo. Tannese gear. § Tay al eerara eran 
(¢) Tnsurance Fund. (a) Depreciation Fund. (e) Reserve against Exchange and fon Fioctuntions. Bonus, 
(9) Assuming tat hey zon ev the full term. (8) On the Zlat December lat, there were only £1.10.0 pr share pid nid op es the 
of £1. r share since paid, cover it, Cum the For sual 
exohange is xed ai 73." (£) (ihe Accounts are uot published. aa Hie nam ee Shee ee 
J.P. BISSET & Ca 
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